
1019 Richmond Avenue 

Staunton, VA 24401 

The Rev. Lee Thomas, Pastor 

(540) 886-9353 

olivetpres.org 

Olivet Presbyterian Church 

The second Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church: 
 
 Last month as I was unpacking the boxes that had been 
loaded with things for my study I came across a book that my wife 
Amy use to read with her third graders at school,  The Best 

Christmas Pageant Ever.   

 I have enjoyed that book, at least as much as the third graders Amy reads it with.  If you are 
familiar with the story, you know the Herdman children who are described as the worst kids in the 
history of the world.  Ralph, Imogene, Leroy, Claude, Ollie, and Gladys Herdman are brothers and 
sisters who were known to lie, steal, smoke cigars, cuss and hit little kids.   In the opening chapter of the 
book Barbara Robinson wrote, “The Herdmans moved from grade to grade through the Woodrow 
Wilson School like those South American fish that strip your bones clean in three minutes flat…which 
was just about what they did to one teacher after another!”  The Herdman children who are pretty much 
unsupervised decide to come to church one Sunday because one of them has been told that “at Sunday 
School you can get all the dessert you want.”   They show up at church on the very day it is announced 
auditions were starting for the Christmas pageant.  The Herdmans decide to be part of the Christmas 
pageant, and the Christmas pageant would never be the same again!   

 There are lots of surprises in the story for both the regular attending church folks, and for the 
Herdman children themselves. Imogene plays the part of Mary.  In rehearsal she is unaware of the 
tradition that Mary is depicted as gentle and mild.  So she yells at the wise-men in a threatening tone as 
she orders them to keep their hands off the baby!   Things begin to change as the real Christmas story 
moves the Herdmans.  The Herdman children bring their Christmas ham given to them by some 
charitable people and present it to the baby Jesus.  Imogene, the tough little girl who nobody dares to 
mess with is moved to the point of sobbing as she experiences the Christmas story for the first time.  
Imogene has a black eye and we are told as the story comes near the end, “Nobody hit Imogene and she 
didn’t hit anyone else.  Her eye wasn’t really black either, just all puffy and swollen.  She had walked 
into the corner of the choir-robe cabinet, in a kind of daze as if she had just caught on to the idea of God, 
and the wonder of Christmas.”   

   Christmas is without a doubt one of the most beloved holidays known throughout the world. 
We have developed routines and rituals that are wonderful.  Yet sometimes because our traditions are so 
familiar to us we risk missing out on something new God may be trying to do in our midst.  I hope 
during this Advent and  Christmas season, our hearts like Imogene Herdman’s will catch on to the great 
gift of God’s love in a new and special way as we celebrate the greatest gift ever given to the world, 
when The Word of God became flesh and came among us to dwell.   

  Grace and Peace, 

 
 

December 2012 



Layla and Wil Reid December 1 

Jane and Buck Robinson December 5 

Amy and Lee Thomas December 12 

Sherry and Ray Cox December 13 

Leslie and Jason Harris December 15 

Jean Ann and 
Charles Clemmer December 16 

Laura and Donald Floyd December 18 

 

Dot Harvey December 2 
Mark Perry December 4 
Mary Gallegos December 6 
Sherry Cox December 8 
Keary Bonner December 11 
Ed Dillow December 11 
Ian Smith December 13 
Marina Thomas December 15 
Todd Stewart December 20 
Grier Wiseman December 21 
Laurie Riley December 23 
Tyler McMurrain December 29 
Alexis Have December 30 

Thanks to Wil Reid, Dana Eastman, Laura 
Argenbright, and Charles Clemmer for 
giving the children’s messages in 
November.  

Thanks to our greeters for November: 
Pat Hunter, Bonnie and Johnny Guy, 
Becky and Bob Harvill, and Sarah and 
Brandon Hatcher. 

We are having a card party for our shut-ins, Mary Gallegos and Dot Harvey 
who are having a December birthday. You may send greetings to: 

          Dot Harvey Mary Gallegos 

          300 Churchville Avenue Shenandoah Nursing Home 
          Unit 43 P. O. Box 406 
          Staunton, VA 24401 Fishersville, VA 22939 
          December 2 December 6  



Session volunteers will be  opening and closing the church in 
December. 

We had an average attendance in November of 137. We 
averaged $2,468.00 a week in contributions.  Our 4¢-A-Meal 

Offering was $93.47 and the Thanksgiving Offering was $118.00. 

The next scheduled Session Meeting is Sunday, December 16, 2012 at 12 Noon. 

Congratulations to David Balsley, Philip Balsley, Dana Biby, 
Rex Frye, Angela Leach, and Buck Robinson who were 
elected as Elders for the Class of 2015 and Trustees Tom 
Swann and Tom Whitesell. 

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will announce meeting plans at a 
later time. 

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet at the Bistro for a 
Christmas dinner on Tuesday, December 4, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will 
meet with Janna Milstead on Tuesday, December 11, 2012. 
 
The Women will be collecting non-perishable food items for SACRA’s 
Food Pantry for the Christmas season. They are especially in need of 
canned meats such as sausages, hams, tuna, etc. If you would like to help 
families in our area in need this season, you may leave your donations in 
the Social Hall by Sunday, December 16, 2012. 

Women’s News 

If Sunday morning 
services at Olivet need to 
be canceled due to 
inclement weather, it will 
be announced on 
Harrisonburg’s WHSV 
Channel 3 on Sunday 
morning by 8:00 a.m. 

Congratulations to 
Kala Guy and 
David Herman on 
their engagement. 
Kala is the daughter 
of Bonnie and 
Johnny Guy. A July 
wedding is planned. 

After breaking 
school records in 

Volleyball at Virginia Wesleyan, Kala was recently 
awarded two all American honors which was a first in 
the 10-year Volleyball program at the school. 



Anyone wishing to place a poinsettia in the 
church for the Christmas Season is asked to 
see Kim Weller or Angela Leach  by Sunday, 
December 2, 2012. Poinsettias are $6.00 each. 
 
 
Our annual Children’s Christmas 
Program will be held on Sunday 

evening, December 16, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
There will be  an informal Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on 
Monday,  December  24, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 
                                       2012 ADVENT PARTICIPANTS 

 
1st Sunday of Advent-December 2 Angela and Ray Leach 

2nd Sunday of Advent-December 9 Linda and Phil Phillips 

3rd Sunday of Advent-December 16 Harold Reid and Scott McMurrain 

4th Sunday of Advent-December 23 Jean Ann and Charles Clemmer and 
 Mary Helen and Jeremy Thorne 

Christmas Eve Nina Stewart, Laura Floyd, 
 Jessica Little and Rhonda Richie 
 

 
Olivet and the Church of the Brethren’s choirs will jointly 
present a program of Christmas Music at the Brethren Church 
on Sunday, December 9, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. and at Olivet on 
Sunday, December 16, 2012 during the morning worship 
service. They will also present the program again at the 
Brethren Church on Sunday, January 6, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. as a 
benefit for the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank. 

Please make the following change of address 
in your Church Directory: 

Mary Ellen Wiseman 
Envoy of Staunton 

512 Houston Street, Room 308 
Staunton, VA 24401 


