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The Fourth Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church: 

 
Happy February everyone! Just mention the name of the month and I think of 
red and white paper hearts, the price gouging of roses, and boxes of candy. It 
may seem strange, but I have also come to associate Valentine’s day with the 
IRS. For most of the years we have been married Amy and I have observed 

the romance filled day by having our tax forms filled out on February 14th. This way we never forget 
to file. Holding this day for that purpose also prevents us from waiting until April 14th, which is what 
we would probably otherwise do. We usually try to observe the spirit of the evening after we have the 
taxes filed by going either to Waffle House or Chic-fil-a. We decide which place we are going to eat, 
based upon the news we get from the CPA. 

  February is about so much more than St. Valentines day. It is the month when we all get to 
hear if Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow on Groundhog day. We remember the births of Presidents 
Washington and Lincoln this month. The second month of the year has long now been recognized as 
Black history month. February is often the month for Ash Wednesday. In 2014 Ash Wednesday will 
actually be in March, because Easter will be in April next year. This year Easter will be March 31st, 
therefore Ash Wednesday will be February 13.th Ash Wednesday is the day that strict observers of 
Lent choose whatever it is they are going to give up for the season, and begin going without it for 46 
days, until Easter morning. On Ash Wednesday a number of churches hold special services and people 
receive the sign of the cross on their foreheads using the ashes of burned palm branches from the Palm 
Sunday service of the previous year. 

  Ash Wednesday signifies the beginning of lent. Lent is a season for fasting and prayer for 
many people. Therefore churches often have a tradition of celebrating Fat Tuesday. It is also called 
Shrove Tuesday. It gives those who will be fasting a chance for a last hoorah before the discipline 
begins. 

 This year we are going to observe Fat Tuesday at Olivet and I sure hope you will come join us. 
You probably know by now about the pancake supper that will be held here on the 12th to help raise 
money for our children’s ministry endeavors. Please plan to come out that night and support the kids. I 
know there will be good pancakes and great fellowship. 

 Time is moving and we all seem to have lots of things going on. Please remember in the midst 
of your busy life that your church needs you, and you need your church. I hope to see you all on 
Sunday mornings and one Tuesday night this month! 

 Grace and peace, 

 

The little church with a big heart”The little church with a big heart”The little church with a big heart”The little church with a big heart”    



Kodi and Rex Frye February 4 
Harry Hogshead February 1 
Rhonda Richie February 1 
Bob Harvill February 1 
Birgit Craig February 1 
Chuck Richie February 2 
Angela Hunter February 3 
Syd McMurrain February 7 
Gloria Reid February 8 
Alexis Reid February 8 
Elaine Sykes February 10 
Hortense Coyner February 11 
John Hunter February 15 
Stephanie Stevens February 16 
Ann Davis February 17 
Paul Desper February 21 
Jerry Argenbright February 22 
Langdon Reid February 23 
Kodia Frye February 24 
Brandon Hatcher February 26 
Elijah Harris February 27 
Angela Leach February 27 

Thanks to Don Reid, Vickey 
Wood, Esther Ann Walton, 
and Langdon Reid for giving 
the children’s messages in 
January.  

Thanks to our greeters for 
January: Tom Swann, Judy 
Shifflett, Karen Stevens, 
Stephanie Stevens and 
Ashlynn, and Vickey Wood. 

We would like to thank the men of the church for providing a GREAT breakfast on Sunday 
morning, January 20, 2013. It was an awesome way to start a morning  of fellowship. 

On Fat Tuesday, February 12th, the Olivet Youth Group (OYF) will be hosting 

a Mardi Gras themed pancake dinner from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Dinner will be 
served by the kids and everyone is invited to eat and support the newly formed 
youth program. Dinner is free but tip jars will be on the tables to help purchase 
crafts, snacks and curriculum for the kids. Please let us know if you will be 
coming by signing the sign-up sheet in the vestibule. See you there! 



Angela and Ray Leach are elders assigned to open and close the church in February. 

The next scheduled Session Meeting is Sunday, February 17, 2013 at 12 Noon. 

We had an average attendance in January of 120. We averaged $ 2,269.00 a 

week in contributions.  The 4¢-A-Meal Offering will no longer be 

collected the last Sunday of the month. Instead there will be a bucket in the 
vestibule for your contributions which may 
be deposited weekly, monthly, or however 
you choose. This offering is received to help the hungry in our 
area. A small donation of 4¢ for each person in your family for 
each meal you have goes a long way in stamping out hunger. 

 
Congratulations to David Balsley, Philip Balsley, Dana Biby, 
Angela Leach and Buck Robinson who were recently installed 

as Elders for the Class of 2015 and Rex Frye who was 
ordained and installed as Elder for the Class of 2015. Tom 

Swann and Tom Whitesell were elected Trustees.  

 

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, February 4, 2013 at the 
church at 12 Noon. 

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Kim on Tuesday, February 5, 
2013 at 6:00 p.m. They would like to remind you to be sure to pick up your 

Olivet Hoagies on Souper Bowl Sunday, February 3, 2013. 

Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet at the church on 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be hosted by Dana Eastman and 
Vickey Wood. 

A Women’s Council meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 24, 2013 in the parlor at 

12 Noon. All officers, committee chairs and circle leaders are asked to attend. 

We are excited to announce that Olivet will be hosting a mid-
week youth program on Wednesdays beginning February 13th 
and continuing through March 20th. This will be an opportunity 
for children ages 4 years through 5th grade to come together for a 
time to learn and grow in the faith. 

There will be music, Bible study, games, snacks, crafts and even some science. Sarah Hatcher 
has graciously agreed to work with the children in choir and others are busy in preparation for 
this time that will soon be here. 

The program will start at 5:30 p.m. and end tentatively at 7:30 p.m. We would love to have lots 
of volunteers if you are interested in helping out. There is a sign-up sheet in the vestibule. 
Please sign if your children will attend and/or if you would like to volunteer. More information 
coming soon! 

Rex Frye 



Joe and Faye Hemp have 
joined by transfer from 
Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Staunton. They 
reside at 221 Meadowbrook 
Road in Staunton and have 
a son, Jeff, a daughter-in-
law, Ann and three 
grandchildren, Jackie, 
Ashley, and William. 

Faye is a sister to Harold and Don Reid and 
was a member of Olivet many years ago. Her 
and Joe were married 54 years ago in the old 
Olivet church. 

They are both retired. Joe likes golfing and Faye loves reading and baking, and they both love 
visiting their family in Richmond. 

 

Amy Thomas is our pastor’s wife. She comes to us as 
a native of Kings Mountain, NC and a lifelong 
member of the First Presbyterian Church there. 

She studied elementary education at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, so “Carolina blue” is 
one of her  favorites. 

Along with raising four children, she has been 
teaching school in NC and helping out with church 
activities there. So there hasn’t been a lot of time for 
hobbies! But, she is an avid weather watcher and has 

enjoyed learning about and following weather here in the valley. She hopes to eventually teach 
here in Virginia but is enjoying this time just being at home and getting settled right now. 
Amy looks forward to many opportunities to get to know everyone in the Olivet family as we 
all worship and serve together. 

Amy and Lee have new e-mail addresses: Amy: hithereamy@comcast.net 
Lee: leethomas73@comcast.net. 

Souper Bowl of Caring offering will be received on Sunday, February 3, 2013 to 
help the hungry in our area through the Salvation Army Food Pantry. This Souper 
Bowl Offering is taking the place of the 4¢-A-Meal-Offering we would ordinarily 
receive the last Sunday of January 2013. 


