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The Fifth Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Close to this time last year, I was serving as a pastor for the Western North Carolina Presbyterian
Pilgrimage weekend. It was an incredible weekend full of spiritual revival. Of course, Amy and all
four of the children were holding down the homestead. I got a call from Amy on the Saturday
afternoon of that weekend and she said to me, “You are not going to believe this one. Austin (who was
17) just killed a huge copperhead out beside the garage.” They had discovered the snake and Austin
(who had never done anything like this before) felt his sense of big brotherly, man-of-the-house duty
moving within him. Amy said he got a hoe, stood over the top of the snake and with a nervous chuckle
yelled to the top of his lungs, “I WILL PROTECT MY FAMILY!” And with that, the hoe went down
and the head of the snake came off (amid squeals and shrieks of all kinds). It was over, and they all
were relieved. It was Austin's moment to be a hero.
The weekend was actually the weekend after Easter. As far as sermon illustrations go, the timing could
not have been better! We had just celebrated the resurrection of the Lord. God had promised in
Genesis that the head of the serpent would be crushed. That’s exactly what happened with the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Death and evil have been defeated. Sin and darkness will not be
overcome. God’s love has triumphed and will forevermore!
As you all are probably aware, the last Sunday of this month is Easter. It is without a doubt my
favorite holiday. It is to me the most holy day of the year. I look forward to celebrating with you all
the resurrection of the Lord. I hope you all will be here for the sunrise service, for breakfast and for
worship on that day. We are also asking you to do something different this year at Easter.
After the Christmas season was over, I asked Mark Perry and Chuck Richie if they would take the
Christmas tree we had in the sanctuary, cut off the branches, and make a cross out of it. They gladly
did so, and on Easter morning this year we are going to have what is called, “the flowering of the
cross”. In order for it to be as full and beautiful as it can be we need for you all to bring individually
cut flowers from home or from the store to church on Easter morning. Small branches of flowering
shrubs also work well and help fill it up. After church on that Sunday, the cross will be placed outside
for everyone who drives by to see it. I have no doubt it will be beautiful and will remind everyone who
passes by the church of the miracle that is Easter.
There are lots of things going on at church this month. I hope you will come and be a part of it all.
We’re just better when we’re all together.
Have a fantastic month.

Grace and Peace,

Ronnie Via
Rebecca Stevens
Esther Ann Walton
Randy Leach
Lilly Harris
Tom Swann
Flo Columbus
Ken Simpson
Jason Harris
Phil Phillips
Scott McMurrain
Pat Balsley
Wil Reid
Connie Doyle
Eric Gibson
Barbara Riel
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Nancy and
Randy Leach
March 21
Becky and Bob Harvill March 21
Barbara and
Sonny Masincup
March 29

Thanks to Dana Biby,
Janna Milstead, Scott
Weller,
and
Lee
Thomas for giving the
Children’s Message in
February.

Thanks to our greeters for February: Wilma
Balsley, Carolyn Via, JoAnn Tigert, and Esther
Ann and David Walton.

Daylight
Savings
Time begins on
Sunday, March 10,
2013. Be sure to set
your clocks up one
hour before bedtime.

The
Baja
Mission Trip
takes place
July 14-20,
2013. Sixty teams are available on a firstcome basis. See Rhonda Richie or Nina
Stewart for more information. Registration is
now underway.
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The Faith
Seekers
Sunday
School Class will be
preparing and serving a meal to the
residents of Valley Mission as a monthly
community mission project. The first
meal will be on Thursday, March 28,
2013 beginning at 5:00 p.m.
The class is asking for donations of food
items for the meal which will consist of
lasagna, tossed salad, rolls, and dessert.
Anyone wishing to make and donate a
dish of lasagna, please see Rhonda
Richie, Angela Leach, Terri Perry, or
Karen Stevens.

Session News

Mark Perry and Mark Miller are elders assigned to open and close the
church in March.
The next scheduled Session Meeting is Sunday, March 17, 2013 at 12
Noon.

We had an average attendance in February of 104. We averaged
$2,270.70 a week in contributions. The Souper Bowl Offering was
$184.24. The 4¢-A-Meal Offering was $46.00. This offering will
no longer be collected the last Sunday of the month. Instead there will be
a bucket in the vestibule for your contributions which may be deposited
weekly, monthly, or however you choose. This offering is received to
help the hungry in our area. A small donation of 4¢ for each person in your family for each meal
you have goes a long way in stamping out hunger.
On Palm Sunday, March 24, 2013 we will receive the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering. This offering goes to ministries of disaster relief, refugee
assistance and development aid. There are even more disasters around the
world than ever before. Your help is greatly needed.

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, March 4,
2013 at the church at 12 Noon.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Karen Stevens on
Tuesday, March 5, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.
Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will
meet at the church on Tuesday, March 12, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. and will

The Olivet Relay for Life Team, the Olivet Strutters,
will host an Olivet Variety Show on Saturday, April 20,
2013. Concessions start at 6:00 p.m. The show starts at
7:00 p.m. Admission is a $3.00 donation. Anyone
wanting to show off their talents...or lack of talent,
please sign up in the vestibule. We are looking for any
act, skit, music, comedy, etc. Just have fun with it!
The Olivet Strutters will have
a Bake Sale on Sunday,
March 24, 2013 in the social
hall at 11:00 a.m. to benefit
Relay for Life. Donations of
baked good are welcome!

There will be joint Holy Week Services with Olivet
and Third Presbyterian. A Maundy Thursday Service
will be held on March 28, 2013 at Third at 7:30 p.m.
A Good Friday Service will be held at Olivet on
March 29, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.
We will have an Easter Sunrise Service and
Breakfast on Sunday, March 31, 2013 beginning at 7:00 a.m. Please put your name and
how many attending on the sign-up sheet in the vestibule for the breakfast. Food and
monetary gifts are welcome. Please see Kim Weller or Jean Ann Clemmer.
As part of Olivet’s local Missions Outreach Project we will be collecting
“non-food” items for SACRA on a monthly basis.
Lee was able to visit the SACRA office and meet with some of the
volunteers recently. During his visit, they expressed a need for items such
as laundry detergent, cleaning supplies, paper towels, diapers, toilet paper,
bars of soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, etc..
So for the month of March we will be collecting laundry detergent. If you
would like to contribute to this worthy cause, please leave your donations
in the social hall, and at the end of the month they will be delivered to
SACRA. Thank you in advance for your participation in our local Mission Outreach.
SACRA is also in need of volunteers. If you have free time on Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday mornings
from 9:00 a.m. till 11:30 a.m. and are willing to help with this outreach ministry, please call (540) 8863956.

OYF Off to Good Start
The reorganization of the OYF is off to a great start with at least 15 participants and they made
$960 on their recent Pancake Supper. This will pay for curriculum and help the program grow. It
was a great lesson for the kids (the servers) and we want to thank all who helped, served, attended
and supported the OYF.

