Olivet Presbyterian Church
“The little church with a big heart”
1019 Richmond Avenue, Staunton, VA 24401
The Rev. Lee Thomas, Pastor
(540) 886-9353
olivetpres.org

The Sixth Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Now that April is here, it is time to start thinking about summer. This April newsletter article
actually serves as an invitation for you all. Presbyterians For Renewal is an organization that has done
great work through the years. I’ve taken youth groups to their youth conferences and attended
workshops they’ve conducted for pastors. One of the most enriching experiences for the whole year, in
years past, has been attending their Christian Life Conference in Montreat during the summer.
Motivating speakers and preachers, great Christian fellowship and the beauty of Montreat make this a
special event for the year. Here is an excerpt from their brochure:
“Give us three days of your summer and we’ll give you dynamic worship, world-class teaching and
application of Scripture, and seminars that speak to your daily life and witness as a follower of
Jesus.”
They have always delivered on that promise. There are classes and workshops for everyone.
Childcare is provided during classes and worship for children up to 3 years old, and children over 3
have classes to attend. Marina and Miley enjoyed learning about Nehemiah the cup bearer one year,
and they still remember going to those groups. Miley recently asked with excitement if we were going
to Montreat this summer.
The dates for the 2013 Christian Life/Family Life conference are June 29th- July 2nd. If you
have no plans for those days and are willing to travel to Montreat, North Carolina with us, we invite you
to come and experience the conference with us.
I’m going to be sharing the brochure for the conference very soon. If you are at all interested
in this opportunity, please visit this website, www.pfrenewal.org then click on the Ministries Tab and
follow the link to the Christian Life Conference. I believe if you choose to attend this conference with
us this year, you will not regret it (at least not the conference part!).
Please remember we have OPC LIVE coming up on April 22. Don’t miss out on that! Some
special guests will be making a surprise appearance. It’s going to be a fun night with all proceeds going
to the Olivet Strutters Relay for Life team.
I look forward to seeing you all this month on Sundays for worship. Maybe we’ll even see
some squirrels!
Grace and Peace,

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!
Jake Balsley
Candice Guy
Susan Clifton
Madeline Lawhorn
Lynette Miller
Johnnie Miller
Meghan Hayward
Matt McKibben
Alex Coiner
William Coiner
Anita Miller
Cody Mears
Charles Clemmer
Laura Floyd
Nancy Whitesell
Sarah Hatcher
Sela Reid
Rick Eastman
Bill Leach
Nina Stewart
Faye Hemp
Jennifer Darby
Becky Roger
David Riel
Adra Reid
Sandra Floyd

April 2
April 6
April 9
April 9
April 10
April 12
April 13
April 13
April 14
April 14
April 17
April 17
April 19
April 20
April 20
April 22
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 25
April 25
April 26
April 26
April 28
April 29
April 30

Thanks
to
our
greeters for March:
Kim and Scott
Weller, Nancy and
Tom Whitesell, Amy Thomas, Marina
and Miley, Faye and Joe Hemp and
Teresa Whitesell.

Please make the
following changes of
address in
your
Church Directory:

Elaine Sykes
1780 Stover Shop Road
Mt. Solon, VA 22843-6934

Keary & Beth Bonner, and Carson
1908 Running Creek Court
Virginia Beach, VA 23454

Angela and Ray Leach
Kris and Ken Simpson

April 3
April 18

Thanks to Kasey Reid,
Leslie Harris, Dana
Eastman, Lee Thomas
and the Youth Choir for
giving the Children’s
Messages in March.

The
Staunton
Braves
Baseball Team is in dire need
of host families this summer.
The team is made up of
college players from all over
the United States and they
need homes to stay in for about 8 weeks. For more
information call, text or e-mail Maurice or Robin
Harrison at 540-886-8706 or 540-292-1217, or
mauriceh@cfw.com.
We’re having a Card
Party for Bill Leach who
is having a birthday on
April 25th.
If you would like to wish
Bill happy birthday you
may send cards to: Bill Leach, King’s Daughters’
Rehab., 1410 N. Augusta Street, Room 410, Staunton,
VA 24401.
The Faith Seekers Sunday
School class would like to
thank everyone who helped
with serving a meal at the
Valley Mission last week.
This is a monthly project for
them. About 70 people were
fed and the food was really
enjoyed.
The next meal which will be
a chili bar and baked potato will be served on
Wednesday, April 24th. If anyone would like to donate
items for the meal or help serve, please see Jessica
Little, Nina Stewart or Terri Perry.

Karen Stevens and Dana Biby are elders assigned to open and close the church in
April.
The next scheduled Session Meeting is Sunday, April 21, 2013 at 12 Noon.
We had an average attendance in March of 135. We averaged $2,244.00 a week in
contributions. The One Great Hour of Sharing Offering was $130.00. The
Good Friday Offering which will go to Staunton Meals on Wheels was $294.00
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on Sunday, April 7, 2013. The
following elders are assigned to serve: Ray Leach, David Balsley, Harold Reid, Karen
Stevens, Mark Perry, and Angela Leach.
There will be an outside Spring Clean-up Day on Saturday, April 20, 2013 beginning
at 8:00 a.m. Your help is needed. Bring work gloves, yard tools, pick-ups, etc.

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, met on Monday, April 1, 2013 at the church at
12 Noon.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Kim on Tuesday, April 9, 2013
at 6:00 p.m.
Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet with
Jane Robinson on Tuesday, April 9, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.
It’s time to vote for your candidate for Woman of the Year. Please submit your vote to Kodi Frye by
Sunday, April 14, 2013. This award may be given in honor of, or in memory of. Past winners are
Marjorie Balsley, Margaret Halterman, Wilma Balsley, Charlotte Dixon, Dot Fox, Brenda Reid,
Hortense Coyner, and Kay Argenbright.
Presbyterian Women will hold their annual Spring Gathering at Massanetta Springs on April 13,
2013. Esther Ann Walton will be installed as Vice-Moderator. See her for more information.
The Women will hold their annual Birthday Objective on Sunday, June 2, 2013 at 12 Noon. We will
also honor our graduates at that time. If you know of someone graduating high school, college, etc.,
please let Janna Milstead or Jane Robinson know.

The Olivet Relay for Life Team, the Olivet Strutters, will host a Variety
Show, OPC LIVE, on Sunday, April 21, 2013. Concessions start
at 6:00 p.m. The show starts at 7:00 p.m. Admission is a $3.00
donation. Anyone wanting to show off their talents, or lack of talent,
please sign up in the vestibule. We are looking for any act, skit, music,
comedy, etc. Just have fun with it!

As part of Olivet’s local Missions Outreach Project we will be collecting
“non-food” items for SACRA on a monthly basis.
For the month of April we will be collecting baby needs, such as diapers,
wipes, baby food, baby wash and shampoo, etc. If you would like to
contribute to this worthy cause, please leave your donations in the social
hall, and at the end of the month they will be delivered to SACRA. Thank
you for your participation in our local Mission Outreach.

Plans are being made to have a new Church Directory made. Picture
taking dates are Friday, July 26, 2013, Saturday, July 27, 2013, and
Friday, August 9, 2013. Make plans to schedule your portrait setting
for one of those three days. Times will be announced later.

LTJG Keary Bonner, USN, received his Wings of
Gold on March 8, 2013, from Training Squadron 9
at NAS Meridian in Meridian, Mississippi. Keary,
Beth and Carson are moving to Virginia Beach,
where Keary will be attached to the VFA-106
Gladiators. He will be flying the F/A-18 Super
Hornet.
Beth and Carson are the daughter and grandson of
Kim and Scott Weller and the granddaughter and
great-grandson of Brenda and Harold Reid.

There has been some discussion about starting a dinner group that would
allow for small groups of people to meet together several times and get
to know one another better. I have heard this called lots of things like
Tables of 6 (or 8) but would be willing to try and organize it if there is
interest. There is a sign-up sheet in the vestibule for you to leave your
name and phone number and it will stay there till we get back from the
beach at the end of April. Depending on interest, I will contact those on
the list to determine how they would like to meet. One of the churches we attended set the groups of 8
up to meet together once a month for 4 months and then the groups would be scrambled so you would
be with "new" people. How and where you do your meals would be determined by each group. Think
on this and leave your name if you are interested and we will go from there. Feel free to call me on my
cell (540-290-2121) if you have questions.
Esther Ann Walton

