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The 8th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
The graduation season has begun. Caps, gowns, tassels and diplomas bring to my mind the
most memorable high school graduation ceremony I’ve ever attended. It was my brother’s in
1989. It was a scorching hot Carolina day in June. The powers that be had decided that instead
of graduating on the football field as had become tradition, graduation would be held in the
gym of a nearby college. I’m sure it seemed like a good idea at the time.
As we entered the building, however, the heat slapped us in the face. We were in this
fine gym on a hot June day and the air-conditioning had broken the day before. Needless to
say, it was still broken. There were only four doors in the place and at least a thousand people
in the room.
Before the crowd ever stood to the tune of Pomp and Circumstance as the graduates
entered, we were already miserably hot. After the procession as we sat patiently in our seats, it
looked as if everyone had been out working in the fields. Clothes were wet, make up was
running, the place was even starting to smell a little bit.
The graduation speaker got up to make her speech. She said, “I had a long speech
prepared for this occasion today, but taking into consideration your health and comfort, I will
not deliver it. I will simply quote _____________,” (She named the person whose name I have
forgotten), and then she simply said, “Never give up. Never give up.” She then sat down and
the place erupted into wild applause. I thought she deserved a standing ovation. I’m sure she
had worked really hard on her speech, and must have done some great things in life that led to
her invitation. In the end she not only gave an unforgettable speech, she also demonstrated a
lesson in grace. For the next graduating class, the ceremony was moved back to the football
field at the high school.
“Never give up. Never give up!” words for all of us to remember. We should never
give up on the dreams and goals that God has planted in our hearts. We should never give up
on people we love. We should never give up trying to do great things. We should never give
up, for we have surely been created, redeemed and loved by a God who has never given up on
us.
I hope you have a great start to summer. Enjoy the warm weather. Hope to see you in
worship.

Miley Thomas
Don Reid
Jim Rudin
Caleb Campbell
Jackson Reid
Bobby Bradley
Jessica and Andrew Little
Joy Hogshead
Beth Bonner
Kala Guy
Becky Harvill
Marsha Wakefield
Wilson Reid
Kahlan Campbell
Myrtle Coiner
Jessica Smiley

June 4
June 5
June 10
June 10
June 11
June 14
June 15
June 17
June 19
June 20
June 21
June 24
June 24
June 28
June 29
June 29

Thanks to our greeters for May:
Laura and Jerry Argenbright, Jean
Ann and Charles Clemmer, Dana
Biby, and Wilma and Philip Balsley.

Please
note a
change
of
address
for:
Bobby Bradley
King’s Daughters’ Nursing and
Rehab.
1410 N. Augusta Street, Room 211
Staunton, VA 24401
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Thanks to Wil Reid, Dana
Eastman and Kasey Reid for
giving the Children’s Messages
in May.

O YF
News

The OYF will leave the church
on Thursday, June 13, 2013 at
8:30 a.m. to visit Broken Road
Farm in Amelia Courthouse.

We are having a
Card Party for
Bobby Bradley and
Myrtle Coiner.
Bobby Bradley
Birthdate: 6/14
King’s Daughters’ Nursing
1410 N. Augusta Street
Room 211
Staunton, VA 24401

Myrtle Coiner
Birthdate: 6/29
Augusta Nursing
& Rehab.
83 Crossroads Lane
Room 237
Fishersville, VA
22939

Women’s News

Session
News

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet at the
church on Monday, June 3, 2013 at 12 Noon.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will not meet
until the Joint Meeting of the Women.

Philip Balsley and Wilma Balsley are
elders assigned to open and close the
church in June.

Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann
Walton, Chairman, will meet with Brenda Reid
for a family picnic and pool party on Tuesday,
June 11, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. Meat, utensils and
drink will be furnished. Each member is asked to
bring two dishes of their choice from salads,
desserts or vegetables.

The next scheduled Session Meeting is
Sunday, June 16, 2013 at 12 Noon.

The Women will hold their annual Birthday
Objective on Sunday, June 2, 2013 at 12 Noon.
We will also honor our graduates at that time.
Graduating are: Amber Masincup-Lee High,
Austin Ware-King’s Mountain High in North
Carolina, Brittney Leach-University of Virginia,
Rebecca Stevens-Radford University, and Kala
Guy, Virginia Wesleyan College.

Save the dates!
Vacation
Bible
School is scheduled
for
Friday
and
Saturday, August 23, 2013. It will
culminate
during
worship service on
Sunday, August 4, 2013.

We had an average attendance in May
of 123. We averaged $2,462.00 a week
in contributions.

There is a sign-up sheet in the
vestibule if you are willing to help!

Congratulations to Gloria Reid who was
the 2013 recipient of the Presbyterian
Woman of the Year Award.

Congratulations to Lynette and
Mark Miller who are celebrating
their 40th wedding anniversary
on June 2, 2013.

As part of Olivet’s local Missions Outreach Project we will be collecting “nonfood” items for SACRA on a monthly basis. For the month of June we will be
collecting cleaning supplies such as dish soap, toilet cleaners and brushes, Ajax,
cleaning cloths, sponges, paper towels, etc. If you would like to contribute to this
worthy cause, please leave your donations in the social hall, and at the end of the
month they will be delivered to SACRA. Thank you for your participation in our local Mission
Outreach.
The Faith Seekers Sunday School class will be preparing a meal for the residents of Valley
Mission some time in June. The day, time and menu will be announced later.

Plans are being made to have a new Church Directory made.
Picture taking dates are Friday, July 26, 2013, Saturday, July 27,
2013, and Friday, August 9, 2013. Make plans to schedule your
portrait setting for one of those three days. Times will be
announced later.

Congratulations to the Scott McMurrain on the baptism of his
son and daughter, Tyler Scott McMurrain and Sydney Dawn
McMurrain, on May 12, 2013.

