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The 9th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
I have a good friend who is licensed pyrotechnician. He puts on fireworks shows all over the
region where he lives. He usually pulls out all the stops when he does them. He has been hired by city
governments to do fireworks for the 4th of July. He has been asked to do firework shows for wedding
receptions and fall festival celebrations. And when he does them, he does them in grand style. They
are big fireworks, like the kind they have at Disney World.
In a quiet and reserved Presbyterian church where things are deliberately done with decency
and things are done in order, it fell to him to do the children’s sermon on July 4th one year. As I
remember hearing it, it went something like this. He gathered the children all down in the front of the
sanctuary. They listened intently to his every word. He asked them what holiday was being celebrated.
They answered with excitement, “July 4th.” He then asked them what they thought about when they
thought of July 4th. Of course, there was a jumbled mix of responses about hamburgers, hotdogs,
fireworks with a precocious few mentioning freedom or independence.
He then moved into his demonstration. He said, “Now you know I have a lot to do with
fireworks, and I’ve brought some for you to see this morning.” They looked in awe at his props. Then
he backed up and moved away as he was about to do something quite unconventional for a children’s
sermon. He lit a firecracker. It exploded. And it was loud.
Some of the people in the pews were said to have jumped a little from where they had been
safely sitting. Several of them were not really paying attention until the moment the fire-cracker went
off. You can imagine their surprise. Some of the older ladies in the front, after calming down from the
initial shock started smiling again when they realized that no one had been shot, a bomb was not going
off, and the building was still standing. It was only a firecracker. Then my friend finished the
children’s message with a quote from Revelation 3:16 where it is written that Jesus said to the church
of Laodicea, “Because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my
mouth.” My friend the pyrotechnician then said, “So you see as Christians, we are supposed to be hot,
like firecrackers… firecrackers for Jesus!
It was certainly a children’s sermon that many people still remember. This Independence Day
as we remember the “bombs bursting in air,” and watch the parades and eat hamburgers and lots of
good deserts celebrating our freedom, I hope we will be mindful of the most important freedom that
we have, our freedom in Christ. Jesus Christ has set us free from sin and evil and death and has called
us to live for him. He certainly deserves that from all of us.
I hope you have a fabulous holiday as you celebrate freedom every day and especially on
Thursday July 4th. And don’t forget to be a firecracker for Jesus!
Grace and Peace,

Leah Dickens
Jarrett Hatcher
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Debbie Dillow
Wilma Balsley
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Carter Smith
Summer Sheets
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Aaron Argenbright
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CARD PARTY
We are having a Card Party
for Marjorie Balsley who is
having a birthday on July 28.
Marjorie will be 94 years old.
If you would like to send
greetings to Marjorie, you
may send them to:
Marjorie Balsley
223 Sangers Lane
Staunton, VA 24401

Birgit and David Craig
Heather and Joel Balsley
Leah and T. J. Dickens
Wilma and Philip Balsley

July 4
July 12
July 13
July 21

Thanks to Kim Weller,
Scott McMurrain, Esther
Ann
Walton,
Janna
Milstead
and
Charles
Clemmer for giving the
Children’s Messages in
June.

Thanks to our greeters for
June: Debbie and Ed Dillow,
Lisa Coiner, Aaron Coiner,
Larry
Balsley,
Melody
Clifton, Kasey Reid and Mike
Wood.

The VBS sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the vestibule.
Please sign up any children (age
4-5th grade) you will be
bringing. Guests are welcome!
The dates are Friday, August 2
(5:30-8:00 p.m.) and Saturday,
August 3 (9:00 a.m. till 12 Noon). The children will
be singing during worship on Sunday, August 4,
and the congregation is invited to our bonfire
marshmallow roast Friday evening at 8:00 p.m. We
still need one or two more adult volunteers to lead
children to the different stations. If you are willing
to assist, please sign up on the volunteer sheet or let
Amy Thomas know. Thanks!

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet
at the church on Monday, July 1, 2013 at 12
Noon for a family picnic.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will not
meet until the Joint Meeting of the Women.
Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann
Walton, Chairman, will not meet until the
Joint Meeting of the Women.

Plans are being
made to have a
new
Church
Directory
made. Picture
taking dates are
Friday, July 26, 2013, Saturday, July 27,
2013, and Friday, August 9, 2013. Scheduling
has begun. You may schedule in the vestibule
before or after the morning worship service or
see Wilma Balsley to set a date.

Pat and David Balsley are elders
assigned to open and close the church
in July.
We will celebrate
the Sacrament of
Communion on
Sunday, July 7,
2013.
Elders
assigned to serve
are: Brandon Hatcher, Harold Reid,
Jean Ann Clemmer, D. Reid, Karen
Stevens, and Don Reid.
The next scheduled Session Meeting
is Sunday, August 18, 2013 at 12
Noon. (No meeting scheduled for
July).
We had an average attendance in June
of 110. We averaged $2,324.00 a
week in contributions.

The choir is taking a break
for the summer. No
practices are schedule
until Thursday, August 29,
2013. Anyone interested in
joining the choir is welcome to join them.

Please make the following
change of address in your
Church Directory:

Bobby Bradley
Baldwin Park
21 Woodlee Road, Apt. 110
Staunton, VA 24401

Congratulations to Summer
and Nathan Sheets on the birth
of a son, Kiptyn Michael
Sheets, on June 5, 2013.
Kiptyn is the grandson of
Carolyn and Ronnie Via.

As part of Olivet’s local Missions Outreach Project we will be
collecting “non-food” items for SACRA on a monthly basis. For
the month of July we will be collecting kitchen paper products,
such as paper plates, paper towels, plastic cups, plastic utensils,
aluminum foil, kitchen trash bags, etc. If you would like to
contribute to this worthy cause, please leave your donations in the
social hall, and at the end of the month they will be delivered to SACRA. Thank you for
your participation in our local Mission Outreach.
Our Baja Mission Team will be leaving for their Mission Trip on
Saturday, July 13, 2013. They will be gone a week and will need
our prayers and support. Those going from Olivet are Rhonda
Richie, Nina Stewart and Robin Robertson.

A mission trip is being planned to Staten Island, NY in
September supporting the Hurricane Sandy relief effort.
Anyone who thinks they might be interested, please see
Terri Perry for more information.

Congratulations to our 2013 graduates
who were recently honored at a covereddish dinner: Amber Masincup-Lee High,
Austin Ware-Kings Mountain High, NC.,
Brittany Leach-UVA, Rebecca StevensRadford, and Kala Guy-Virginia
Wesleyan College. Pictured are Rebecca
Stevens and Kala Guy.

OYF News
On Sunday, July 7, 2013 beginning at
5:30 p.m. come to the picnic shelter,
bring your own food, if you’d like to eat,
and join us on the field for a fun time of
games and fellowship. The OYF will
provide bottled water and juices.
The OYF will have a
Pool Party on Monday,
July 29, 2013
from 6:00 p.m.
till 8:00 p.m.
at Pine Bluff
Pool.

