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The 10th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Apparently my wrestling with spiritual issues began at an early age. My mother
says that one of the most embarrassing moments of her life happened when I was about
three years old, maybe not even quite three. She says that one day we were in a book store
and as she was looking at books curiosity got the best of me. As she describes him, there
was an old man who was quite haggard looking nearby. He was not well kept at all and
probably could have used a good bath. The report is that I slipped away from my mother’s
side, approached the man and looked right up at him. Then I asked, “Are you the devil?”
Evidently, the poor fellow didn’t quite understand me. He looked at my mother and
mumbled something back to me and asked my mom, “What did he say?” Mom says she
grabbed my arm, dropped what was in her hands, and we rushed out of the store. Most
parents can probably identify with her horror.
I’m only comfortable sharing that story because I have no memory of it at all. I only
know it because my mother told me about it. I’ve also never written that story down before.
Now, it’s documented and whoever comes across this particular issue of the Olivet
Newsletter can read how I made my mother leave a store in fear and shame when I was a
small child.
With August here, the doors to our local schools will all be opening again. Children
will be reading stories that are contemporary and stories that were written down long ago. It
is my understanding that in early America many parents were very excited to send their
children to school because they wanted them to learn how to read the Bible.
In Exodus 34 God commanded Moses to write down something very important.
After giving the Law to Moses it is written that God said, “Write down these words, for in
accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.”
If you’ve gotten out of the habit of reading your Bible on a regular basis, there is no
better time to recommit yourself to that discipline now that the kids are back in school. It is
the most popular and best-selling book of all time. We are better when we read it, study it,
learn it, and live what is written down in its pages.
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CARD PARTY
We are having a Card Party for Mary
Ellen Wiseman who is having a birthday
on August 11. If you would like to send
greetings to Mary Ellen, you may send
them to:

Thanks to Amy Thomas,
Rick McKibben, Julie
Reid, and Christel Nicklas
for giving the Children’s
Messages in July.

Thanks to our greeters for July:
Ann Davis, Charlotte Dixon and
Kristopher, Dana Eastman, and
Kim and Rick Smith, Kahlan and
Caleb.

Christel and Joe Nicklas

Mary Ellen Wiseman
King’s Daughters Rehab.
1410 N. Augusta Street
Room 413
Staunton, VA 24401

Choir Rehearsals resume on Thursday, August 29, 2013
at 6:00 p.m. New members
are welcome! If you are
interested in joining the
choir, please come and join
us.

Please make the following changes of address in your Church Directory:

Change of
Address

Rebecca Stevens
12266 Bay Harbor Lane
Carrollton, VA 23314

Harry Hogshead, Jr.
2246 Mohegan Drive, Apt. 201
Falls Church, VA 22043

A Note: Rebecca got a job and will start working as a Pre-K teacher at the
Moton Early Childhood Learning Center in Hampton on August 12th. Just
another testament that prayers are answered!!

Women’s News
Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will not
meet until the Joint Meeting of the Women
in the Fall.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will not
meet until the Joint Meeting of the Women.
Circle 6, Jean Ann Clemmer and Esther Ann
Walton, Chairman, will not meet until the
Joint Meeting of the Women.

Harold Reid and Wil Reid are elders
assigned to open and close the church in
August.
There will be a called meeting of the
Session on Sunday, August 4, 2013 at 9:30
a.m. in the church office. The next
regularly scheduled Session Meeting is
Sunday, August 18, 2013 at 12 Noon.
We had an average
attendance in July of
113. We averaged
$2,393.00 a week in
contributions.

The last date for picture taking is
Friday, August 9, 2013 from 3:008:00 p.m. You may schedule in the
vestibule before or after the morning
worship service or see Wilma Balsley to set a date.

Amy and Matt Thorne are now
the proud parents of a baby
boy, Elijah Chester Thorne,
born June 8, 2013.
Congratulations to Kala Guy and
David Herman who were married in
Chesapeake, VA on July 13, 2013.
Kala is the daughter of Bonnie and
Johnny Guy.

Elijah is the grandson of Diane
and Doug Layman, the great
grandson of Chester Monroe
and the nephew of Danielle
Layman.

As part of Olivet’s local Missions Outreach Project we will be collecting items for
SACRA on a monthly basis. For the month of August we will be collecting personal
hygiene products, peanut butter, jellies, sugar, sugar packets, sweeteners, bread, cheese
and eggs. If you would like to contribute to this worthy cause, please leave your nonperishable items in the social hall and your perishable items in the refrigerator to be
delivered to SACRA. Thank you for your participation.
Several members of our congregation are going to Staten Island, NY under the
guidance of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Olivet Presbyterian Church of
Staten Island, our host church. We will assist in whatever relief work necessary
at that time, including building, tearing down, painting, clearing out debris and
damage, feeding the homeless, etc. We are an excited group and are ready to do whatever
God leads us to do to help those in need. We will travel Thursday, September 12th and return on
Tuesday, September 17th. The cost of the trip for 10 to 15 people is about $3500 including lodging at
the church, food supplies, gas and van rental. We would like to raise at least $4000 to help defray some
of the cost of materials for the relief agencies. To raise money for the trip we have several things
planned.
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On Sunday, August 18, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. there
will be a Old Fashioned Hymn Sing and Ice
Cream Sundae Social. Come enjoy the food, fun
and fellowship!
On Saturday, August 24th, from 5-8:00 p.m. we will host a Spaghetti Supper. It will
include all you can eat spaghetti, salad and dessert. Adults-$7, Seniors and children age 510- $5, and children under 5 eat free. Tickets can be purchased in advance at a table in the
Social Hall or at the door. If you purchase a ticket in advance, you will be included in a
drawing for a door prize.
The Baja Tree has been converted to a Hurricane Sandy Relief Tree and is once again in the
vestibule. Feel free to take an ornament and place it and your donation towards the trip in the box near
the tree.
All donations will be tracked on a map on the bulletin board in the vestibule. We have placed a map of
the route of the trip from Olivet to Olivet and the “van” will travel the route as we move towards our
goal. Thank you in advance for your generous support, and we hope to see many of you at these events.
Not only are we raising money for a worthy cause, but we hope to have a great time!

We are again taking the Cool
School Supplies collection. This
project will run through August. If
you would like, please leave new
school supplies on a table in the
social hall for distribution to
students in need this Fall. If you
have questions, please see Kasey
Reid.

