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The 11th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
By now, everyone who had their pictures taken for the new directory, should have received their portraits in the mail. I’ve actually seen a few of them, and the ones I have
seen so far have been good. I’m looking forward to seeing the new directory when it is
published.
The children that Amy and I have raised and are raising, are all quite familiar
with the camera. So familiar that when photo-ops present themselves there are often
sighs and grunts and moans. Amy loves taking pictures. A lot of work goes into taking a
picture of our family. The lighting has to be just right. The smiles on all four children
have to be acceptable. Everyone must be looking in the right direction. If someone turns
their head or sneezes, coughs, or scratches we have to start all over again.
A collective sigh of relief can be heard and even felt when Amy has decided that
an acceptable image of the children has been digitally captured for reproduction and
sharing.
Images are important, even the Bible says so. Genesis teaches that God made us
in His image. Second Corinthians chapter 4 speaks of Christ being the image of God.
There are other passages of Scripture that speak of the importance of image also.
It is a good thing to remember, whether we are having our picture made or not,
that image is important. We bear the image of God in everything we do. Are we doing
that image justice daily in the things we think, do and say?
I’ll stop preaching now and start preaching again on Sunday. I hope to see you at
church.
Grace and Peace,
(P.S.) Amy Thomas did not approve
of the opening part of this message!
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Thanks to our greeters
for August: Leslie and
Jason Harris, Elijah,
Emily, Lily and Anna,
Jennifer and Neal Coiner, Zach,
William, and Alex, Kodi and
Rex Frye and Sharon Marshall.

Change of Address
Thanks to Scott Weller,
Dana Biby, Lee Thomas,
and Karen Stevens for
giving the Children’s
Messages in August.

John Reid Weller
2402 Belle Avenue, NE
Roanoke, VA 24012
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Radford University
P. O. Box 7683
Radford, VA 24142-7683
BD: 3/24

Alex Weller
Congratulations to Mary Helen and Jeremy
Thorne on the birth of a daughter, Caroline
Aurelia Thorne, on August 19, 2013.
Caroline is the granddaughter of Jean Ann
and Charles Clemmer.

Virginia Tech
1503 Toms Creek Road
Blacksburg, VA 24060
BD: 8/12

Candice Guy
Jefferson College
Pebble Creek Apts.
BD: 4-6

We welcome Martha
Elizabeth Gangwer to our
congregation.
Martha
comes to us by transfer
from Staunton Church of
the Brethren. She was
born on November 1,
raised in Richmond, VA
and moved to the Valley
in 1978. She resides at 406 Mountain View Drive in
Staunton, VA.
She is an on-call nurse for Legacy Hospice and the
owner of Grandma’s Garage, LLC. “Always fresh
cakes and fudge”. She loves animals, flowers and old
people ☺. (Grandmother Martha lived to be 104 years old.)

We welcome Nancy Downey who comes to us by transfer
from Covenant Presbyterian. She resides at 317 College
Circle, Staunton, VA.
She grew up in Olivet and was baptized here. She married
Joe Downey and they had three daughters who were also
baptized at Olivet. They moved away and lived in five
different locations before coming back to Staunton. The
girls wanted to go to church with their friends so they all
joined Covenant Presbyterian. Nancy and Joe had five
grandchildren and now have three great grandchildren.
Joe was and Nancy is an ordained Elder and she is an
honorary lifetime member of Presbyterian Women. She
graduated from Beverly Manor High School and
Dunsmore Business College. She retired form National
Valley Bank and continued working for fourteen years as a legal secretary.

Philip Joseph “P.J.” Sabo, 17, is the son
of Tanya and Bill Sabo, the brother of
Jordan and Sarah and the grandson of
Linda and Phil Phillips. He joined the
Olivet Family on August 18, 2013.
He is a senior “A” student at Lee High
and plays Varsity Football and
Basketball.

As part of Olivet’s local Missions Outreach Project we will be collecting items for
SACRA on a monthly basis. For the month of September we will be collecting baby
needs again such as diapers, wipes, baby foods, etc. If you would like to contribute to
this worthy cause, please leave your items in the social hall to be delivered to SACRA.
Thank you for your participation.
Lee Thomas, Vickey Wood, Rhonda Richie, Karen Stevens, Christel Nicklas
and Terri and Mark Perry are going to Staten Island, NY under the guidance of
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Olivet Presbyterian Church of Staten
Island, our host church. They will assist in whatever relief work necessary at
that time, including building, tearing down, painting, clearing out debris and damage, feeding the
homeless, etc. They will travel Thursday, September 12th and return on Tuesday, September 17th. The
cost of the trip for 10 to 15 people is about $3500 including lodging at the church, food supplies, gas
and van rental. $4000 to help defray some of the cost of materials for the relief agencies is the goal and
to raise money they are having a Raffle. The prize is a Thirty-One travel bag full of travel items. One
ticket for $1, 7 tickets for $5.00. Tickets can be bought in the vestibule following church through
Sunday, September 8, 2013 and the drawing will be held at the beginning of Sunday School on
September 8th.
They are pre-selling Mums for Missions for $15.00 each and are available now. If the color you
want is not available, orders will be taken for pick up on September 8, 2013.
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The Baja Tree has been converted to a Hurricane Sandy Relief Tree and is once again in the
vestibule. Feel free to take an ornament and place it and your donation towards the trip in the box near
the tree.
All donations will be tracked on a map on the bulletin board in the vestibule. We have placed a map of
the route of the trip from Olivet to Olivet and the “van” will travel the route as we move towards our
goal. Thank you in advance for your generous support, and we hope to see many of you at these events.
Not only are we raising money for a worthy cause, but we hope to have a great time!
Women’s
g
Joint Meetin

The Joint Meeting of the
Women will be held on
Sunday, September 8, 2013
beginning with a snack
supper at 5:30 p.m. Kim Weller will give a
Bible Study at 6:15 p.m. followed by the
meeting.

The Olivet Youth would
like to thank everyone who
helped make Bible School a
success. A big thank-you to
the Atkins family who brought 2 alpacas for the
children to pet.
Thanks to the congregation, the Women and the
Sunday School Department the Youth are able to buy
1 flock of chicks, 1 flock of ducks, 1 hive of honey
bees, 1 flock of geese, 1 goat and amazingly a cow!!!

Karen Stevens and Phil Balsley
are elders assigned to open and
close the church in September.
The next regularly scheduled
Session Meeting is Sunday,
September 29, 2013 at 12
Noon.
We had an
average
attendance of
104 in August. We averaged
$2,312.00
a
week
in
contributions. $819.60 was
collected
for
Heifer
International.

