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The 14th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
My dad likes to tell a story of going Christmas caroling many years ago. I
remember that night he likes to tell about. There was a pretty good
number of us who loaded up on the back of a hay truck that belonged to a
farmer. We went to house after house singing the songs of the season.
After we sang at the first house, the choir director who had stood near my
father and his friend while we sang the first few songs said to him, “Eric
if you would stay here and hold the ladder for people to get on and off the
back of the truck and make sure nothing happens to it while the rest of us
sing it would be a tremendous help to us!” She was telling him as
tactfully as she could that singing just wasn’t his thing!
Well, it’s about time to go Christmas caroling again. OYF is going to be
meeting at Cici’s pizza. After we enjoy the buffet, we will be traveling in
a caravan to sing to our shut-ins on the night of the 18th. We would love to
have all of you join us. We would especially appreciate people who are in
the choir! Also, people who should be in the choir but are not for
whatever reason are encouraged to join us. And even if you sing in such a
way that a choir director would be motivated to ask you to hold the ladder
and guard it while everyone else sings, we would still love to have you
come and sing to our homebound folks.
Please also remember to sign up for the Christmas program on the night
of the 18th. Remember to bring a hat, or a pair of gloves, or a scarf to be
given to the needy.
Also hope to see everyone on the night of the 24th at the Christmas Eve
service.
May the blessings of the season be with you and yours in a very special
way this year!
Grace and Peace,

HAPPY DECEMER BIRTHDAY
Dot Harvey
Mark Perry
Mary Gallegos
Sherry Cox
Keary Bonner
Ed Dillow
Ian Smith
Marina Thomas
Todd Stewart
Grier Wiseman
Laurie Riley
Tyler McMurrain
Alexis Have

December 2
December 4
December 6
December 8
December 11
December 11
December 13
December 15
December 20
December 21
December 23
December 29
December 30

Thanks to our greeters for November:
Barbara and Sonny Masincup, Sue Crosby,
Kahlan and Caleb, Angela and Ray Leach
and Anita and Johnnie Miller

O Y F NE WS
The OYF is having a Christmas
Program and Dinner Theater on
Sunday, December 15, 2013 at
5:30 p.m. There will be a Warm
Tree. Please bring a hat, scarf,
gloves, etc. to place on the tree
for the needy.
The OYF
will meet at
CiCi’s on
Wednesday,
December 18, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. for
dinner and then go caroling.

Layla and Wil
Reid
Amy and Lee Thomas
Jane and Buck Robinson
Sherry and Ray Cox
Leslie and Jason Harris
Jean Ann and
Charles Clemmer
Laura and Donald Floyd

December 1
December 5
December 5
December 13
December 15
December 16
December 18

Thanks to those giving
the Children’s Messages
in November: Angela
Leach, Wil Reid, Terri
Perry and Dana Eastman.
We are having a Birthday
Card Party for the following
member shut-ins.

Dot Harvey
300 Churchville Avenue
Unit 43
Staunton, VA 24491
Birthday: December 2

Mary Gallegos
Shenandoah Nursing, Room 6
P. O. Box 406
Fishersville, VA 22939
Birthday: December 6

Grier Wiseman
Envoy of Staunton
512 Houston Street, Room 220
Staunton, VA 24401
Birthday: December 21
(Please note change of room number)

December 1-Janna and Gary Milstead December 22-Rhonda and Chuck Richie
December 8-Esther Ann and David Walton Christmas Eve-Terri and Mark Perry
December 15-Kim and Rick Smith

Session
News

The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, December 8, 2013 at 12 Noon.
Buck Robinson and Jean Ann Clemmer are Elders assigned to open and close the
church in December.

We had an average attendance in November of 123 per week. The weekly contributions averaged
$2,400.00. The Women made a profit of $500.00 on the Potato/Chili Bar.
Congratulations to Wilma Balsley, Jason Harris, Brandon Hatcher, Terri Perry, Langdon Reid and
Chuck Richie on being elected Elders for the Class of 2016; Jim Rudin as Trustee for the Class of 2015
and David Riel for the Class of 2016.

Women’s
News

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet at Sanzone’s Restaurant in Stuarts
Draft on Saturday, December 7, 2013 at 12 Noon.

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, December 3, 2013 at
6:00 p.m. at the Bistro.
Circle 6 Sherry Herr and Esther Ann Walton, co-chairman, will meet on Tuesday, December 10,
2013 at Red Lobster at 6:00 p.m.
The Women are collecting Food Baskets for the Salvation Army to distribute to the
needy in our area for the Christmas season. Donations may be left in the social hall and
they are due by Sunday, December 22, 2013. Collections for SACRA will begin again
in January, 2014.
Anyone wishing to place a poinsettia in the church for the Christmas season is asked to see
Wilma Balsley or Brenda Reid. They are $6.00 each. Deadline to order is Sunday,
December 1, 2013.
Olivet and the Church of the
Brethren choirs will jointly present
a program of Christmas music on
Sunday, December 8th, at Olivet
during the morning worship service
and Sunday December 15th, at the Brethren Church at
11:00 a.m. The program will be presented again at the
Brethren Church on January 5th as a fundraiser for the
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank at 7:00 p.m.

There will be
an informal
Candlelight
Service on
Christmas Eve
at 7:00 p.m.

As the Captain of our Olivet Strutters team, I invite you to join me in fighting cancer.
The 2014 Relay for Life event will be held at Riverheads High School on May 1718. It’s not too early to join our team at RelayForLife.org. As a kick-off fundraiser,
we will be holding a book, magazine, movie, game, puzzle sale in January at Olivet.
Drop off your donations in the Sunday School room across from Pat’s office. I am
excited as I prepare for my Survivor Lap. Won’t you join me? Vickey Wood
N
STAUNTO
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CHRISTM

Lee Thomas will be taking pledges on the WTON Radiothon on
Wednesday, December 4th, from 8-9 a.m. You may call 885-1240 or 9432820 at that time to make a pledge or give Lee a check at church made out
to the Staunton Rotary/WTON Children’s Christmas Party.

Welcome New Members
Rick and Tammy are long-time residents of Waynesboro and have been married
26 years. They have 2 children and recently became grandparents. Matt lives in
Waynesboro with his wife, Alina and their newest addition, Levi. Kaitlin is a
junior at Ohio Northern University majoring in music education. Rick is a
Senior Manufacturing Engineer at Daikin Applied in Verona and plays the
trumpet for us. Tammy works in the accounting department at Ntelos and is our
talented organist and Chuck Richie’s sister. They both enjoy traveling and
attending plays and concerts. They are delighted to officially become a part of
the Olivet family and look forward to continued ministry and service with this congregation.
Jody and Steve Elmore reside in Staunton. Jody is a Jersey girl and
moved to Virginia in 2000. She met Steve in 2002 and they were
married on May 29, 2005. She has three children and five
grandchildren in New Jersey, Michigan and Rhode Island. Steve is
retired from Verizon and his hobbies are balloon twisting, painting,
leather crafts, medieval and pirate history and they both enjoy
historical events. They share the love of a dog (Cavalier King Charlesruby) named Thor.
The Dubits, Victoria and Barry (and son Ryan), reside in Staunton. Son
Ryan shares his home with them and his mother in Middletown, VA.
Barry is a retired electric and HVAC contractor and is very busy these
days with the Pony-Up for Parkinson’s event in May for the Michael J.
Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s research. He is the father of 4 and is
expecting his first grandchild in February. He loves hot wheels cars,
real “go-fast” cars and the challenge of fixing anything.
Victoria is a nurse at Augusta Health, mother of 6 children, 5 grandchildren and enjoys reading,
knitting, hiking and camping and they both have a deep dedication to their church.

Shirley and Joe
Woytach reside in
Staunton but are
originally
from
Connecticut. Joe is
a mold maker and
Shirley always worked in an office. They
come to this area by way of New Mexico and
South Carolina in search of work. Joe enjoys
making birdhouses and selling them and
Shirley knits baby afghans and donates them
to the battered women organization in
Staunton. She is currently working part-time
in their daughter’s boutique called “Tee Time
at Tiffany’s” In the past they have both been
quite active in the churches they have
belonged to. They are thrilled to be in
Virginia to finally be near their family and
are so glad to have found and joined Olivet.

Judy VanDerVeer was born
in Rockbridge County and
was a member of Bethesda
Presbyterian Church. She
moved to Waynesboro in
November 1968 and worked
for and retired from the
Social
Security
Admin.
Office with 37 years of
service. She attended Second Presbyterian there
for 25 years and then started at Olivet about 20
years ago. At last she finally moved her
membership to Olivet. She enjoys spending time
at the Stuarts Draft Community Care Home where
she lends a hand. She is rewarded by
communicating with people who are down,
especially when they end up laughing and
enjoying each others company. She admits to
being guilty of spoiling her little dog “Hollye”.

