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The 15th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Amy recently shared on Facebook a video from a website called values.com. It’s filled with
inspirational quotes, commercials and good positive thoughts. One of the favorite commercials on the
website is of a little boy standing on a baseball field with a bat in his hand. In the scene he’s standing
all alone and he obviously has a vision. He confidently proclaims, “I am the greatest hitter in the
world.” He smiles, throws up the ball and swings his bat hard. The ball and the bat do not meet and the
ball drops to the ground between his feet. So he bends over and picks up the ball again. Once more
conveying a great deal of self-assurance he says out loud, “I am the greatest hitter in the world.” The
ball leaves his hand, goes up in the air. He swings for the second time and once again the ball is on the
ground below him, having missed another chance to meet the bat. He doesn’t give up, he keeps going.
He reaches for the ball. With the same determination he has shown in the previous swings, he spouts,
“I am the greatest hitter in the world.” Then again he throws the ball up and comes around with the bat.
Maybe, just maybe this will be the time. Then it happens again. Strike three. The ball is at his feet
again. It would seem the self-proclaimed greatest hitter in the world has struck out. But still, there is a
look of optimism in his eyes. You can almost see the wheels turning in his head. He keeps his head up
and smiles. Then he jumps up and down while he shouts with tremendous enthusiasm, “I’m the
greatest pitcher in the world! I’m the greatest pitcher in the world! I’m the greatest pitcher in the
world!”
Optimism is a quality we should all strive to develop in ourselves as Christians. It makes a
world of difference in your life. One of the most known passages of Scripture is Matthew 17:20 where
we read Jesus’ words, for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to
this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.”
God has indeed placed great things inside each of us. We have no excuses for not trying to
achieve great things for His glory. Surely, there are good things in store for us in 2014. I believe that. I
hope you do too.
There is another quote on values.com. I’ll close this letter with it. It’s an Irish proverb: “May
you always have walls for the winds, a roof for the rain, tea beside the fire, laughter to cheer you, those
you love near you, and all your heart might desire.”
And, by the way, I believe that “roof for the rain” will include one that doesn’t leak over our
newly remodeled church kitchen in 2014!
Grace and peace,

Kay Argenbright
Jean Ann Clemmer
Rick McKibben
Charlotte Dixon
Harry Johns
Margaret Halterman
Rex Frye
Steve Elmore
Barbara Masincup
Barry Dubit
Chester Monroe
David Walton
Julie Reid
Melanie Argenbright

January 2
January 4
January 6
January 7
January 12
January 16
January 20
January 20
January 22
January 24
January 25
January 28
January 28
January 31

Esther Ann and David Walton
Debbie and Ed Dillow
Victoria and Barry Dubit
Sarah and Brandon Hatcher

Thanks to those giving the
Children’s Messages in December:
Harold Reid, Janna Milstead and
Kasey Reid.

January 12
January 15
January 27
January 30

We are having a Birthday
Card Party for the following
member shut-ins.
Margaret Halterman
Elm Park Estates
4230 Elm View Road
Room 218
Roanoke, VA 24014
Birthday—January 16th
Chester Monroe
43 Monroe Lane
Fishersville, VA 22939
Birthday — January 25th

Thanks to our greeters for December:
Linda and Phil Phillips, Mark and
Lynette Miller, Janna and Gary
Milstead, and Wilma Balsley.

The OYF
will
be
kicking
off their
meetings
for the new year on Wednesday,
January 15, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.

On a monthly basis we will
be collecting items for
SACRA. This month we will
collect personal hygiene
items such as deodorants,
toothbrushes,
toothpaste,
shampoos, etc. Please leave
donations in the social hall
for delivery.

Session
News

There will be a called meeting of the Session on Sunday, January 12, 2014
at 9:00 a.m. to examine the newly elected officers. The regular Session
meeting will be the same day, January 12, 2014 at 12 Noon.
Installation Sunday for the newly elected officers will be

January 12, 2014.
The Sacrament of Communion will be held on Sunday, January 12, 2014.
We had an average attendance in December of 123 per week. The weekly
contributions averaged $2,400.00. The Joy Gift Offering was $150.00

Women’s
News

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet at the church at 12 Noon on
Tuesday, January 13, 2014.

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will announce their meeting at a later date.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr and Esther Ann Walton, co-chairman, will meet on Tuesday,
January 14, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. with Janna Milstead.
Olivet and the Church of the Brethren choirs will jointly present a
program of Christmas music on Sunday, January 5, 2014, at Olivet
during the morning worship service. The program will be presented
again at the Brethren Church that evening as a fundraiser for the
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank at 7:00 p.m.
As the Captain of our Olivet Strutters team, I invite you to join me in fighting cancer. The 2014

Relay for Life

event will be held at Riverheads High School on May 17-18, 2014. As
a kick-off fundraiser, we will be holding a book, magazine, movie, game, puzzle sale in the
social hall on January 26, 2014 from 11:00 a.m. till 1:00 p.m. Drop off your donations in the
Sunday School room across from Pat’s office. I am excited as I prepare for my Survivor Lap.
Won’t you join me? Vickey Wood

We want to offer a great big
thank-you to the OYF and all who
helped make the Christmas
Program such a wonderful
success. The full-course meal
they served afterward was
awesome.

Welcome New Member
We welcome to the family of Olivet Rick Smith who
joined on December 15, 2013. Rick resides at 4320 Lee
Jackson Highway, Greenville, VA with his wife Kim,
and Kaylin and Caleb. He is a truck driver for Pam
Transfer and he enjoys softball and is an avid bowler.

Congratulations to Mary Helen and Jeremy
Thorne on the baptism of their daughter,
Caroline Aurelia Thorne, on December 29,
2013. Caroline is the granddaughter of Jean
Ann and Charles Clemmer.

NEW MEMBERS
Amy Thomas
Faye and Joe Hemp
Nancy Downey
Martha Gangwer
P. J. Sabo
bben
Tammy and Rick McKi
Jody and Steve Elmore
Shirley ad Joe Woytach
Victoria and Barry Dubit
Judy VanDerVeer
Rick Smith

DEATHS

BIRTHS

Myrtle Co
ine
Tom Whit r
esell
Artie Wea
ver

Kiptyn Sheets
Elijah Thorne
Caroline Thorne
Levi McKibben

MARRIAGES
rman
Kala Guy and David He
ael Massey
Heather Dixon and Mich

BAPTISMS
Anna Harris
Tyler McMu
rrain
Sydney McM
urrain
Kaylin Argen
bright
Caroline Au
relia Thorne
Rick Smith

