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The 16th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Last week the kindergartner who lives in our house brought home an assignment
commemorating the 100th day of school for the 2013-2014 school year. In the assignment parents are
encouraged to stimulate creativity in the kids’ minds. They are to find 100 of the same item and “wear”
them to school on that day. The kids should paint them, glue them, or sew them. They can wear them to
school on hat, t-shirt, vest or something else. But, they need to wear them somehow. It’s a very
exciting assignment for a kindergarten girl. As a parent, I’ve been looking for 100 of the same item, but
so far have come up with nothing very creative. I’m sure we’ll find something in time for the due date,
which is fast approaching. Amy says we’ll be using Pinterest, whatever that is.
For some strange reason this assignment made me think about Christian bumper stickers. It
probably wouldn’t take long to find 100 of those, but it would be too expensive to buy them all at once.
And something tells me the kindergartners might not appreciate quips centered around Christian
theology. Like many things in life, there are some really good ones and there are some that probably
should have never been printed. If you’re interested to know some of my favorites and least favorites
(which is highly doubtful), feel free to ask me sometime. I’ll tell you in person.
I’m all for good bumper stickers and tee shirt slogans. Still, they always raise a question for
me. When I see them posted or worn proudly I’m always prone to wonder, are the words simply
displayed on the outside, or have they gone beyond the surface?
When I was younger I listened to a lot of Michael W. Smith’s music. One of his hit songs back
in the day was “Cross of Gold”. Some of the lyrics to that particular song are, “Is it a flame, is it a
passion, a symbol of love living in you? Or is it a game, religion in fashion, some kind of phase you’re
going through?”
Through our good days and not as good days our calling is not be on the surface only, but
people who celebrate from the heart outward, that Jesus lives inside us. We are called to do much more
than simply wear our faith. We’re called to live it. Admittedly, there are days that are more challenging
to remain faithful, but that’s what we are called to do made possible through the power of the Spirit
living inside us.
Hope you have a peaceful, joyful, and blessed month as you continue to follow the Lord.
Grace and Peace,
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Thanks to those giving the Children’s
Messages in January: Tammy
McKibben, David MacMillan and
Scott Weller.

Can you iden fy these socks?

Kodi and Rex Frye
Kim and Rick Smith
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Thanks to our greeters for January: Fran
Mines, Terri and Mark Perry, Sharon
Paxton and Alexis and Langdon Reid,
Caroline and Davis.

On a monthly basis we will be collecting
items for SACRA. For February we
will collect laundry products such as
soap powders and liquids, fabric
softeners, etc. Please leave donations in
the social hall for
delivery at the end of the
month.
We will collect a special
offering on
Sunday,
February 2, 2014 designated as the
Souper Bowl Offering. This offering will
be kept locally to support SACRA.

Session
News

The next Session meeting will be February 16, 2014 from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
This is a yearly planning session.
We had an average attendance in January of 136 per week. The weekly
contributions averaged $2,634.25.
Work on the kitchen is underway.
The brown color scheme was voted
on by the congregation. Our
Kitchen Fund needs your support
to complete this work. Details of
the project is posted on the bulletin
board in the vestibule.

Women’s
News

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet at the church at 12 Noon on
Tuesday, February 10, 2014.

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Kim at 6:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, February 11, 2014. Please read chapter 7 of your study book.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr and Esther Ann Walton, co-chairman, will meet on Tuesday,
February 11, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at the church hosted by Dana Eastman and Vickey Wood.
Olivet Women are planning a Spring Yard Sale, tentative date is May 31,
2014. Spaces are for rent for $10.00 each. Start your spring cleaning inside
while the temperatures outside are in the teens. Remember, if you haven’t
used it in a year, it’s time to sell it to someone else. There will also be a table
for donated items that the church will “man”, and all money made from the
yard sale will be used to purchase new chairs for the
fellowship hall.
There may also be a Chicken Bar-B-Q the same day—men get your gloves
ready!
The Olivet Strutters team, thanks you for your overwhelming support at our Chick-fil-A night
fundraiser. Approximately $250.00 was made. The 2014 Relay for Life event will be held
at Riverheads High School on May 17-18, 2014. Sign up as one of the Olivet Strutters and join
the upcoming FUNraiser events. Candy bouquets, candy necklaces and handmade Valentines
will be sold in February as well as Stone House Mixes-fun and delicious spice mix packets for
olive oil, dips. salsa, desserts and soups. See Vickey Wood to join!
Please make the following changes in your new Church Directory:
The address for Don Reid should be 2712 N. Augusta St., Staunton, VA.
The phone number for Tom Swann should be 885-0213.
Victoria and Barry Dubit’s name was printed incorrectly as Dabit.
Please change Jody Elmore’s name. It was printed incorrectly as Judy.

Welcome New Members
We welcome to the family of Olivet Shirlene and John
Charbeneau who joined on January 12, 2014. They reside in
Stuarts Draft, VA after moving here from Vermont in 2004.
They have three daughters and three grandchildren.
In Vermont they grew up in a church very much like Olivet
and feel very much at home here. John is an office manger at
a local business and they both share a love of music,
especially Southern Gospel.
←

Donald Wayne Floyd, Sr. was born in Buena
Vista, VA to Helen Slough and attended
Presbyterian churches until he left when he was 25
years old. He resides in Churchville and has four
children, Donald, Kimberley, Kristy and
Christina. He does machine work and has been in
the asphalt field for 28 years and works for BSC
in Staunton. He is an avid fisherman.
→

Andrew Little resides in Staunton with his wife,
Jessica whom he married 18 months ago and their 2
dogs, Ozzie and Archie. He was born in
Chattanooga, TN, lived in Scottsboro, AL until he
was 12 years old and moved to Staunton. He works
for Callison Electric doing electrical and HVAC
work. He enjoys hunting and fishing.
←

Donald Floyd, Jr. resides in Churchville,
VA with his wife, Laura of 9 years. They
have 3 daughters, Kaylee, Riley and Allison.
He was born in Staunton to Joyce
McCaulley and Donald Floyd, Sr. He has
worked in the asphalt field for 15 years and
works at BSC. He is an avid Redskins fan
and enjoys hunting.
→

