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The 17th Le er of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Not long after Amy and I were married, in the middle of the night she woke me up startled. She grabbed
my shoulder and said, “Lee wake up, we have to, we have to…” She didn’t finish her sentence so I
asked, “We have to what Amy?” She responded with uttermost concern, “Hide the blue eyes.” Then she
laid her head back down on her pillow and continued dreaming. I think that was the first time I realized I
had married a woman who talks in her sleep. Sometimes she has interesting things to say after she has
dozed off. A number of times she has been instructing school children to stay in a straight line at the
water fountain. Other times, in her sleep she has been leading them to the lunchroom. Sometimes she
simply laughs out loud. Many times she has been looking for one of our children and will wake me up to
ask me where they are. I answer as nicely as I am able, “In their beds asleep Amy, like I was a minute
ago.” Then she will lay her head back down continuing on in her sleep cycle without ever having
awakened herself. She never has any memory of these things the next day.
In our February session meeting we talked about things we do well as a church and some things
we could strengthen at Olivet. It was realized that one thing we could improve on is our communication.
There are so many good things that go on in this church and outside of our church, on behalf of the
church. Often the work is carried out in such a humble way that the right hand really doesn’t know what
the left hand is doing, which is good. Jesus taught us as individuals to give with that kind of spirit, never
bragging or drawing attention to ourselves. It seems we’ve got that down very well. So well, that often
the rest of the body is being left out of the loop too!
We want to know the good things the good people of Olivet are up to as representatives of the
church. Not so we can boast, but so we can give thanks and be more aware of and accountable for the
things that happen through this venerable church.
So, circle members, committee people, Sunday school teachers, mission groups, choir people,
anyone and everyone who is leading a service project on behalf of the church, please let us know what
you are doing so we can share the good news! Simply send an email or drop a note off to the office so
we can inform others of your good work done in the name of our Lord!
Thinking about all of the good things you do as a church causes me to thank you, and even more
to thank God, for the blessing of being the minister of this church. You All Rock!!! I am blessed to be
your pastor.
I hope March of 2014 will be an extraordinarily great month for each of you.
Grace and Peace,

Nancy Humphries
Ronnie Via
Rebecca Stevens
Esther Ann Walton
Randy Leach
Lilly Harris
Tom Swann
Flo Columbus
Ken Simpson
Jason Harris
Phil Phillips
Scott McMurrain
Pat Balsley
Wil Reid
Connie Doyle
Eric Gibson
Donald Floyd, Jr.
Barbara Riel
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Children’s
Messages

Thanks to those giving the
Children’s Messages in
February: Don Reid, Dana
Biby, Scott McMurrain and
Jarrett Hatcher.

Shirley and Joe Woytach
Nancy and
Randy Leach

March 16

Becky and Bob Harvill
Barbara and
Sonny Masincup

March 21

March 21

March 29

Thanks to our greeters for February:
Julie and D. Reid, Sela and Adra,
Gloria Reid, Brenda and Harold Reid
and Chuck Richie.
OYF has long range
plans for activities. On
Thursday, March 13,
2014 they will go
bowling. A trip to the
Massanutten
indoor
water park (open to
church) is planned for
Saturday, March 29,
2014. An OYF sing is planned for Palm Sunday,
April 13, 2014. Details will be posted later.
The last day of OYF to begin the summer break will
be Wednesday, April 16, 2014.

Our church is at work. The Faith Seekers
Sunday School Class served dinner to
approximately 60 residents of The Valley
Mission on February 19, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. The
meal consisted of Crockpot Roast with potatoes
and carrots, rolls, salad, cake, tea and lemonade.

The Session will have a brief meeting on Sunday, March 9, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.
to accept new members. The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday,
March 16, 2014, at 12 Noon.
We had an average attendance in February of 112 per week. The weekly contributions averaged
$2,627.00. Souper Bowl donations totaled $207.84.
Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet at the church at 12 Noon on
Monday, March 10, 2014.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Alexis Reid on Tuesday, March
11, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr and Esther Ann Walton, co-chairman, will meet on Tuesday, March 11,
2014 with Joy Hogshead at 7:00 p.m.
Olivet Women are planning a Yard Sale for Saturday August 9, 2014. Spaces are for
rent for $10.00 each and tables are $5.00 each. The Women will take any donations
to be sold at their designated area and all money made from the yard sale will be
used to purchase new chairs for the fellowship hall. Please begin bringing donated
items to the women only in May. All donated items must be put on the stage in the
social hall. Please see Kodi Frye if you are interested in a space/table.
The Women will hold their annual Birthday Objective Dinner
on Sunday May 18, 2014. The covered-dish meal will begin
at 12:15 p.m. They will also honor our 2014 graduates at that
time. If you know of anyone graduating this year, please give
the information to Brenda Reid or Kodi Frye.
The Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering will be held Saturday,
April 12, 2014. The theme is Food Insecurity in the Valley. The keynote
speaker is Ruth Jones. Refreshments will be served at Exhibitor Hall at
8:30 a.m. and registration begins at 9:00 a.m. Forms are available in the
church office or from Esther Ann Walton and should be submitted by
Monday, April 7, 2014. The cost of the Gathering is $10.00 per person.

s
Presbyterian Women’
Spring Gathering

Since the Middle Ages, Christians have observed Ash Wednesday, (the seventh
Wednesday before Easter), March 5, 2014, as the first day of Lent.
Lent is the fourth season of the Christian year. Its length is the 40 days
proceeding Easter, (April 20, 2014), not counting Sundays. Lent commemorates
Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness, which
according to Gospel, lasted 40 days. Just as Jesus
confronted his temptations during these 40 days, Lent helps Christians focus
on our most basic need as sinners; forgiveness.
The only way our Lord’s forgiving power can become effective in our lives is
by our taking the initiative to confront our sins, confess them and repent of
them. In short, Lent is a season of penitence.

Olivet Strutters is off to a good start for Relay for Life 2014. Now is the time to get
together as a team and get organized for the Relay event fast approaching in May. As a
reminder, anyone interested in becoming a team member is welcome to join at any time.
You may sign up at www.relayforlife.org or see Vickey Wood to add your name to the
Olivet Strutters team.
As a special Fund Raiser there will be a Spirit Night at Chili’s on Thursday, March 20,
2014 from 11:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. where they will donate up to 20% of the event
day sales back to our team. You will need a coupon, printed below, to participate and to
be sure the Olivet Strutters are credited for the sale.

On a monthly basis we will be collecting items for SACRA. For
March we will collect non-perishable canned goods. Please leave
donations in the social hall for delivery at the end of the month.
Due to your generous contributions, 64 items were collected for
February including bottles and boxes of laundry detergent,
shampoos, toothpaste, toothbrushes, grooming kits, make-up
removers, dental kits, shaving kits and bottles of lotions.

The Mission Committee is having a fundraiser to
support Relay for Life and the Baja Mission trip with a
Sunday Dinner-to-Go on March 23, 2014. The dinner
will consist of pork tenderloin, mashed potatoes, green
beans and baked apples. A sign-up sheet is available in
the vestibule. Dinners are $10.00 each and may be
picked up after the Sunday School hour on that day.

