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The 18th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church
As a pastor I have been thinking about ways for the church to come together more in order to make
us stronger. I decided what we need is a church wide retreat. Feeling confident about this, I have
reserved rooms for everyone in the church at the Atlantis Paradise Island Hotel in the Bahamas for
our summer retreat in July. I know some people at US Air and have chartered a jet and all your
airfare will only be $50.00 round trip. It’s going to be fun!
April Fools!
I thought about opening this letter today by telling you all that I’m praying for some snow in April!
And then I’d follow it with “APRIL FOOLS!” But, still I would fear that some of you might resort
to putting plastic explosives in my mailbox if I were to even joke about such a thing after the winter
of 2014! Just so you are sure, I AM NOT praying for snow in April, although I realize in this area,
it could happen and has happened before.
Some of you are probably wondering why in the world I would even bring up such an unpopular
subject. Well, to answer you, it is because I think some people, and perhaps justifiably so, are so
ready for warm weather to stay around for a while that they are almost afraid of the possibility that
we really could have another ice storm before late spring.
Fear is an emotional response that many of us know all too well. It seems to be all around us. We
fear all kinds of things. We fear trouble at work and trouble at home. We fear getting sick,
experiencing a financial crisis, or being a failure at something. We fear loneliness and at the same
time we fear being in crowds. We fear dark places, small places, unfamiliar places and inhospitable
places. The list goes on and on.
Well, the Bible has plenty to say about that. Psalm 27 says, “The Lord is my light and my salvation,
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?” The apostle
Paul wrote in his second letter to Timothy, “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit
of power, of love and of self-discipline.”
When we stay strong in our belief that God is always with us, nothing can conquer our spirits.
When we remain devoted to Jesus Christ and stay grounded in Him, we will find the strength we
need to face every fear we have with confidence and grace.
I hope you are able to stay strong in the faith this month and always. If you need me I’ll be here,
unless someone comes up with a real way for us all to go the Bahamas.
Grace and Peace,

Angela and Ray Leach
Kris and Ken Simpson
Donald Floyd, Sr.
Jake Balsley
Candice Guy
Susan Clifton
Maddie Lawhorn
Lynette Miller
Johnnie Miller
Meghan Clifton
Matt McKibben
Alex Coiner
William Coiner
Anita Miller
Cody Mears
Charles Clemmer
Laura Floyd
Nancy Whitesell
Sarah Hatcher
Sela Reid
Rick Eastman
Bill Leach
Nina Stewart
Faye Hemp
Jennifer Darby
Becky Roger
David Riel
Adra Reid
Sandra Floyd
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Thanks to those giving the
Children’s Messages in March: Lee
Thomas,
Mark
Perry,
Dana
Eastman, Christel Nicklas and Scott
Weller.

April 3
April 18

Thanks to our greeters for March: Jane and
Buck Robinson, Layla Reid, Lexi, Wilson,
Jack, Ella and Glady, Jim Rudin, Kim and
Rick Smith, Kahlan and Caleb and Karen
Stevens, Stephanie and Ashlynn.

The last day of OYF to begin the summer
break will be Wednesday, April 16, 2014.

We’re having a Card Party for Bill Leach
who is having a birthday on April 25th.
Anyone wanting to send Bill birthday
greetings may do so at: King’s Daughter’s
Nursing and Rehab., 1416 N. Augusta
Street, Room 416A, Staunton, VA 24401.

The next regular Session meeting will be Sunday, April 27, 2014, at 12 Noon.
We had an average attendance in March of 120 per week. The weekly
contributions averaged $2,409.95.
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on Sunday, April 6, 2014. The
following elders are assigned to serve: Terri and Mark Perry, Jason Harris, Wil
Reid, Rex Frye and Langdon Reid.
Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet at the church at 12 Noon on Monday,
April 14, 2014.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Karen Stevens on Tuesday, April 8,
2014 at 6:00 p.m.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr and Esther Ann Walton, co-chairman, will meet on Tuesday, April 8, 2014
at the church. Bring snacks.
The PW’s Spring Gathering at Massanetta Springs will be Saturday, April 12, 2014. Registration forms
should be submitted by April 7, 2014.
The Women’s Yard Sale is planned for Saturday August 9, 2014. The Women will take any
donations to be sold at their designated area and all money made from the yard sale will be
used to purchase new chairs for the fellowship hall. Please bring donated items to the women
only in May and place them on the stage in the social hall. See Kodi Frye for more information.
If you know of anyone graduating this year, please give the information to Brenda
Reid or Kodi Frye. Our graduates will be honored at the Birthday Objective Dinner on
May 18, 2014.

On a monthly basis we collect items for SACRA. For April we will collect nonperishable breakfast items such as cereals, cereal bars. boxed juices, pop tarts, etc.
Please leave donations in the social hall for delivery at the end of the month.
Coin boxes for Relay for Life are available in the vestibule. Take as many as you like to
fill up with all your loose coins from your pockets, purses, home, car, etc. Filled boxes
may be left in the social hall until May 18, 2014. Last year your coin box contributions
added almost $500 to our Olivet goal.
Luminaries are being sold to benefit Relay for Life until May 11, 2014. They may be
purchased in honor of, or in memory of, someone you know who is a cancer survivor.
You may also submit a picture.
Many of our Olivet family supported Chili’s Spirit Night for Relay. Our donations will come from
Chili’s headquarters to our Mission Fund, and we won’t know the total amount for several weeks.
As you know our Mission Team can cook up a delicious take-out-meal-even without a kitchen.
Thank you for your support.
There is a Super Gift Card Raffle going on to benefit Relay for Life and the Baja Mission trip.
Tickets are $1.00 each or 7 for $5.00. The drawing will be May 31, 2014. Details of prizes are on the
bulletin board in the vestibule.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
George Stephenson joined by transfer from Bethel Presbyterian
Church. He resides at New Brunswick Road, Fishersville, VA. He is
retired from the Augusta County
Sheriff’s Department and enjoys
working on cars.
Jennifer Strang resides at Loch
Lane, Staunton, VA. She has
been attending Olivet for some
time. She is a church Secretary
working at Tinkling Spring
Presbyterian and is the mother of
5 children, Jessica, Dale, Zack and twins, Alex and Will.

There will be joint Holy Week services with Third
Presbyterian Church. The Maundy Thursday Service will be at
Olivet on Thursday, April 17, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. and the Good
Friday Service will be at Third Presbyterian at 7:30 p.m. on April 18, 2014.
On Palm Sunday, April 13, 2014 we will receive our annual One
Great Hour of Sharing Offering. These contributions go to support the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund, the Refugee Fund and the fund for Self
Development of People.
There will be a Sunrise Service at Olivet at 7:00 a.m. on April 20, 2014. No
Easter Breakfast due to work on renovating the kitchen.
We will be doing the flowering of the cross on Easter morning to be displayed on
our front lawn. Bring fresh flowers to fill the cross.

The second annual Quilt Auction benefiting Hospice of the
Shenandoah will be held at Expo on Saturday, April 12, 2014. Doors
open at 7:30 a.m. There will be a Silent Auction and you may view
and vote on Live Auction items of beautifully quilted pieces from
our community. The Breakfast Buffet is 8:00-9:00 a.m. and the Live
Auction begins at 10:00 a.m. Ticket price of $15.00 per person
includes admission, and the breakfast provided by Kathy’s. To
purchase tickets call 540-932-5037 or visit the website at
www.quiltsofcomfort.org.

