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The 22nd Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church,
Earlier today I was making a hospital visit and of course found myself on an elevator.
Sometimes stepping on an elevator is an exercise in faith building for me. I’ve learned to control my
thoughts when on an elevator, otherwise I might have a heart attack. Some of them are not so bad, at
least the ones that have more space. But when I’m on one of those little ones that hold only a few
people at a time, one of the ones that moves slowly and seems to pause for two minutes before the
door opens, I’m tempted to panic. So if I’m alone, I read the licenses to operate that are posted for
all to see that usually reveal the weight limit for the elevator to operate. And when other people are
on the elevator with me, I always check to see who is watching the numbers change as we move
from floor to floor. Almost always, everyone is watching the numbers change as they wait eagerly
to step out onto the floor they need to be on.
Usually , we have to look up above the doors in an elevator to see the numbers change. We
also have to look up in life but in a different way. We have to look up to our Heavenly Father and
call out to him while everything around us seems to be out of control. As we follow the news these
days we read or hear about bombs exploding between the state of Israel and terrorists of Hamas and
we are pained over innocent life being lost. Right now there is a growing concern about the Ebola
virus which has infected two Christian relief workers. We are hearing more and more and more
about children leaving their families thousands of miles behind and coming to our country because
they have been sent here, traveling under perilous and uncertain conditions.
Last week in Mexico at the end of the week, we gave two Bibles to the family we built a
house for. The parents and children were given new Bibles. In the front pages of the Bibles, we
inscribed a Scripture verse. For the children, we chose the popular verse from Jeremiah chapter
29:11 “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord. Thoughts of peace and not of
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” In the parents’ Bible we quoted Psalm 20: “May He give you
the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed. We will shout for joy when you are
victorious and will lift up our banners in the name of our God. May the Lord answer all your
prayers.”
In all things and in all circumstances, we are in His hands. We don’t always know or
understand God’s plans, but He surely does. And His plan is perfect. How blessed we are to be His
people living in faith and trusting in His omnipotent wisdom. Look up to the Lord, my brothers and
sisters in Christ.
Grace and Peace,
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Thanks to those giving the
Children’s Messages in July:
Jason Harris, Leslie Harris,
Kodi Frye and Mary Jones.

Thanks to our greeters for
July: Pat and David
Balsley, Laura and Jerry
Argenbright, Melanie and
Bryan Argenbright, and
Kay Argenbright.

We are having a Card Party for
Mary Ellen Wiseman who is
having a birthday on August 11, 2014
and Jean Kent on August 16, 2014.
Anyone wishing to send birthday
greetings to Mary Ellen may do so at
Envoy of Staunton, Room 316B, 512
Houston Street, Staunton, VA 24401.
Greetings may be sent to Jean at
Royal Care Senior Living, 54
Imperial Drive, Staunton, VA 24401.

The choir is taking a break for the summer.
Rehearsals will begin again on Thursday,
August 28, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. For anyone
who has been thinking of joining the choir,
this is your opportunity to join.

There will be a called meeting of the Session on Sunday,
August 3, 2014 at 9:30 a.m.. The next regular Session
meeting will be Sunday, August 17, 2014, at 12 Noon.
We had an average attendance in July of 94 per week. The
weekly contributions averaged $2,282.00.
There will be a joint meeting of the Women on Sunday,
September 7, 2014 beginning with a snack supper at
6:00 p.m. followed by the meeting. Individual circles
will meet after the main meeting to make their yearly
plans. ALL women are invited to attend. Please join us
as we begin another year of fellowship together.
The Women’s Outdoor Yard Sale is Saturday
August 9, 2014 on the front lawn. It will run from 8:00 a.m.1:00 p.m. There will be a food booth operated by the
Women. Spaces are $10 and tables are $5 each. ALL
DONATED ITEMS for the Women’s space can be placed
on the stage. Only donated items should be on the stage.
Please see Kodi Frye for information or to reserve an area
for your own space. Volunteers are still needed to man the
Women’s donated tables and to help with the food booth.
Thanks in advance for your participation.
The Nursery could use some help on Sunday mornings during the
morning worship service. Our child count is growing. Anyone wishing
to volunteer is asked to see Dana Eastman.

Congratulations to Beth and Keary Bonner on the birth of a
daughter, Jane Madeline Bonner, on July 21, 2014. Jane is the
granddaughter of Kim and Scott Weller and the greatgranddaughter of Brenda and Harold Reid.
Congratulations to Esther Ann and David Walton on the birth
of a grandson, Nolan Edward Walton on July 15, 2014. Nolan
is the son of Jill and Greg Walton.
Congratulations go to Janna and Gary Milstead on the birth of
a granddaughter, Sydney Kay Webber, on June 23, 2014.
Sydney is the daughter of Sarah and Randon Webber.

For the month of August for SACRA we will be
collecting laundry supplies such as laundry detergent,
fabric softeners, etc. Please leave donations in the
social hall for the end of the month delivery. SACRA
is most appreciative of your continued support.

In I Chronicles 21, King David prepares to offer God
a sacrifice of repentance. The man from whom David
must purchase supplies is so eager to help that he
offers everything for free. David replies, “No. I’m
buying it from you, and at the full market price. I’m
not going to offer God sacrifices that are no
sacrifice” (v. 24, The Message). How often we do that ourselves: forgo a latte to put a few
dollars into the collection plate...read Scripture for only five minutes a day...say we’re too
busy for a service project, then spend hours watching TV. The list goes on.
It’s not that we should “give ‘til it hurts”; it’s about giving ‘til it feels good! God doesn’t need
our sacrifices; we do. Our faith grows when we challenge ourselves to give up something less
valuable to embrace the richness of God.

The Olivet Youth Fellowship (OYF) will resume at
5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 10, 2014 for
children in grades Kindergarten and up. We will
need helpers to organize games and crafts as well as
volunteers to prepare meals. The sign-up sheets for
volunteering are on the table in Lee’s office. Please
see Amy Thomas if you have any questions. Hope
to see you at OYF!

Burning Bush
In Exodus 3, God speaks to Moses from a bush that is burning but not
consumed. When Moses asks what he should say if the Egyptians
questions who sent him to lead the Israelites out of slavery, God states, "I
AM WHO I AM." Centuries later, when people wonder who Jesus is, his
answers hint at his divinity: "I AM the light of the world; I AM the good
shepherd; I AM the bread of life" and, perhaps most profoundly, "Before Abraham was, I
AM" (John 8:58). On Pentecost, God's Holy Spirit comes upon the apostles as fire. Thus the
burning bush is a powerful symbol of God's presence echoed through time.

