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              One of my favorite go to places in the woods when I was growing up was a special tree that stood 
over a small stream. Sometimes there was enough water in the stream that you could listen as it would 
flow over the rocks beneath it. Other times the stream was dry and all you could hear were birds and 
leaves rustling while squirrels and rabbits ran around on the ground beneath the tree. 

 About six or seven feet up from the trunk of that tree, a huge branch extended out a good ways in 
sort of an L shape, resembling a high back chair. It seemed to beg my brother and me to come and sit on it. 
So we called it the chair tree. 

 When I would go to the woods and sit in the chair tree I could think about things and not be 
bothered. I liked the chair tree a lot, but I haven’t been back to where it stood for years. The next time I’m 
back home I’m going to have to walk into the woods and see if it’s still there.  Maybe I’ll climb it again, 
and write a sermon from that spot. 

 I suppose I’m thinking about the chair tree because it’s in the woods, and now the leaves are 
starting to change. And, there are plenty of other things changing right now along with the leaves. I hope 
you’ll be able to go out this month to the parkway or to Skyline Drive and deliberately take in some of 
God’s stunning handiwork. It’ll be good for you. But if you can’t make it to the parkway, surely you can 
sit on a porch or look out a window and be quiet for a while as you are reminded of His providence and 
power. 

  When the prophet Daniel was being held in captivity being trained for the king’s service, he 
exclaimed with gratitude, “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. He 
changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise.” 

 Daniel had been a faithful servant of the Lord for a long time. When he was searching and praying 
for direction from God during a trying and difficult situation, his prayers were answered. God gave him a 
clear mind and the ability to say what needed to be said and to do what needed to be done. 

 If we too, will seek the Lord, surely we will find him. Certainly then we will rejoice with Daniel 
and be glad that such a Mighty and Omnipotent God loves us very much. 

 I hope to see you in church this month. 

     Grace and Peace, 



Kim Smith October 3 
Jeremy Thorne October 4 
Layla Reid October 5 
Aaron Coiner October 6 
Lillian Gayhart October 6 
Gary Milstead October 6 
Bob Roger October 7 
Sue Crosby October 8 
Ashlynn Armstrong October 12 
Hunter Ware October 15 
Johnny Guy October 16 
Lisa Coiner October 18 
JoAnn Tigert October 20 
Dana Biby October 22 
Heather Balsley October 23 
Kris Simpson October 24 
Mary Shepherd October 24 
Loree Landes October 25 
Judy Hatcher October 27 
Joe Brandon October 28  Thanks to those giving the 

Children’s Messages in 
September: Nina Stewart, 
Esther Ann Walton,  
Langdon Reid and Christel 
Nicklas. 

Thanks to our greeters for 
September: Gail and 
Elwood Byrd, Jean Ann and 

Charles Clemmer, Melody Clifton and 
Neal Coiner, Jennifer, William, Alex 
and Zach. 

Bonnie and Johnny Guy October 2 

Alexis and Langdon Reid October 6 

Rhonda and Chuck Richie October 11 

Brenda and Harold Reid October 15 

Mary Helen 
and Jeremy Thorne October 18 

JoAnn and Tom Tigert October 27 

It is time for our yearly participation in 
Operation Christmas Child. The Sunday 
School Department will be filling 
shoeboxes for needy children. Please 
include at least $7.00 for postage. Items 
such as non-violent toys, pencils, 
crayons, paper pads, non-perishable 
snacks and hygiene products are 
examples of things that can be included. 
Shoeboxes are available in the Sunday 
School office. Boxes are due in the 
Sunday School office by Sunday, 
November 16, 2014. See Wilma Balsley 
for more information. 

We are having a Birthday Card Shower 
for Mary Shepherd who is having a 
birthday on October 24, 2014. If you 
would like to send birthday greetings to 
Mary, you may do so at 300 Churchville 
Avenue, Unit 43, Staunton, VA 24401. 



The next Session meeting will be Sunday, October 19, 2014, at 12 
Noon. 

We had an average attendance in September of 105 per week. The 
weekly contributions averaged $2,376.00. (based on 3 Sundays). 

Sunday School attendance averaged 60. 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on Sunday, October 5, 
2014. The following elders are assigned to serve: Jean Ann Clemmer, 

Buck Robinson, Langdon Reid, Philip Balsley 
and Karen Stevens. 

We will hold our annual congregational meeting on Sunday, 
October 26, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. following the morning worship 
service. The purpose of this meeting is to elect 6 Elders and 1 
Trustee for the Class of 2017 and to approve the budget for 2015. 

Circle 3 is not scheduled to meet in October. Please keep Barbara 
Riel, chairman, in your prayers. She is recuperating from surgery at 
Avante in Waynesboro. 

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, October 7, 
2014 at the church at 6:00 P.M. Angela Leach will host the meeting. 

Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet at the church on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m. 

Our SACRA collections for the month of October will be non-
perishable breakfast items such as cereals, cereal bars, boxed 
juices, pop tarts, etc. Please leave donations in the social hall  
for the end of the month delivery. SACRA is most 
appreciative of your continued support. 

Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, 
November 2, 2014. Be sure to set your clocks 
back one hour. It will resume again on Sunday, 
March 8, 2015. 



Carol and Nel Empet joined on 
September 21, 2014 by profession of 
faith. Both native Pennsylvanians, they 
met by computer at Penn State in 1966 
and married later that year. 

Nel has been the Holstein Fieldman in 
Pennsylvania, then Member Relations 
director for Sire Power, a dairy 
breeding cooperative, before becoming 
CEO of Dairy One in Ithaca, NY, a co-
op providing management records for 
dairy farmers in 9 northeastern states. 

Carol, after her first career as an 
English instructor at Penn State, taught 

adult painting classes in her home studio for 25 years, and is the author of four art instruction 
books on floral painting in oils, alkyds, acrylics and water color. 

Upon Nel’s voluntary early retirement in 1997, they moved back to Nel’s home area in 
northeast PA, and he joined her in teaching oil landscape painting classes in their new home 
studio before retiring again in 2007. They moved to Fairfield Estates in Raphine in October, 
2013. 

Nel still enjoys painting as well as gardening, woodworking and reading science fiction. Carol 
raises flowers and vegetables from seed, quilts, paints and reads mysteries and espionage 
novels. They both are fans of bluegrass and classic country music. Owners of two Labs, they are 
also the servants to seven cats. They are thrilled to have found a church home at Olivet. 

The OYF will be sponsoring an Agape 
Feast (fancy word for covered-dish) 
the first Wednesday of each month 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. The 
congregation is invited to bring a 
covered dish and enjoy the fellowship 
with a good meal and worship. 

Youth Sunday Youth Sunday Youth Sunday Youth Sunday is scheduled for 

November 9, 2014. The Youth will lead our entire worship service. 

The Advent Fair sponsored by the OYF needs your help. They are 
collecting egg cartons and rectangular tissue boxes in order to make 
some crafts. There will be a storage box in the social hall marked 
Advent Fair. December will be here before you know it! Thank you 
for your help. 


