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The 31st Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church
I just got off of the website for Kings Dominion. I’m really looking forward
to making a trip there soon. I’ve always loved amusement parks and roller coaster
rides. If the Lord lets me live into old age, I plan to be an old man standing in roller
coaster lines waiting to raise my hands as the coasters turn upside down and go
through the loops and give me that sinking feeling in my stomach.
My love for roller coasters is one of those things that really isn’t logical.
Neither is it in keeping with other things about me. I don’t enjoy heights at all.
Flying on airplanes is not my favorite thing to do either. Somehow though, roller
coasters get me excited. I don’t like waiting in line at Wal-Mart or Martins or Food
Lion, but somehow in an amusement park I don’t mind standing in line 45 minutes
for a 40 second ride. In fact, I think that’s what I love about the roller coasters-the
speed of them. It’s usually over in a minute or two.
So much of life seems that way. There are ups and downs, highs and lows.
Yet through all of the turns and changes, the ride is short and things go fast.
I am reminded of the words of King David who wrote a song that was used
during the dedication of the house of David that we find in the Bible in Psalm 30,
“You have turned for me my mourning into dancing; You have put off my
sackcloth and clothed me with gladness, to the end that my glory may sing
praise to You and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to You
forever.”
Please join me in remembering that as we face the things we have to face in
the days ahead and as we deal with the routine and the unexpected things in life, the
God who changes sorrows for joys leads us in it all.
Have a great month!
Grace and Peace,

GREETERS
Thanks to our greeters for April: Lynette
and Mark Miller, Esther Ann and David
Walton, Janna and Gary Milstead and
Jane and Buck Robinson.
Kim Weller
Gary Monroe
Joe Nicklas
Caroline Reid
Joe Woytach
Kristie Hatcher
Joe Hemp
D. Reid
Vickey Wood
Jane Robinson
Katie Lawhorn
Victoria Dubit
Alex Weller
Austin Ware
Tammy McKibben
David MacMillan
Janna Milstead

May 2
May 2
May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 10
May 12
May 13
May 14
May 16
May 17
May 18
May 18
May 19
May 25
May 31

Kim and Scott Weller
Jennifer and Trey Lawhorn
Summer and Nathan Sheets
Faye and Joe Hemp
Carolyn and Ronnie Via
Candi and John Smith
Jody and Steve Elmore
Beth and Keary Bonner

May 20
May 21
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 25
May 29
May 30

Children’s Messages
Thanks to those
giving the Children’s
Messages in April:
Jason Harris
Mary Jones
Mary Helen Thorne
Mark Miller

Congratulations to Sarah
and Brandon Hatcher on
the birth of a daughter,
Lynlee Kate Hatcher, on
April 4, 2015.
Lynlee is the granddaughter
of Judy and Paul Hatcher.

The Session will meet on Sunday, May 24, 2015 at 12 Noon.
We had an average of $3,649.00 in April for contributions and
pledges. We had a average of 128 for attendance.

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS
There will be an informational meeting and discussion period for the congregation in the
sanctuary on Sundays May 3, 10, 17 and 24, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 12 Noon. These
meetings have been set by the Session for the purpose of learning and discussing the views
of our church regarding the direction of the PC (USA) and to discuss concerns church
members may have about recent changes to the constitution approved by the General
Assembly and Shenandoah Presbytery.
An outside workday is scheduled for Saturday, May 16, 2015 beginning at
8:00 a.m. All help is appreciated. Bring pick-ups, rakes, chain saws, etc.

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will announce their meeting date at a later
time.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet with Kim on Tuesday, May 12,
2015, at 6:00 p.m.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at the
church at 7:00 p.m.
Our Birthday Objective and honoring graduates covereddish luncheon will be held on Sunday, May 17,
2015 at 12 Noon. (Drinks will be furnished).
Please plan to attend and celebrate the
accomplishments of our graduates and support
the Presbyterian Women’s Birthday Objective.

ADDITION AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please make the following changes to your Church Directory:
Maegan and John Reid Weller
2321 Navigation Road
Goodview, VA 24095

Kris E. Simpson
10/24/68—4/15/15

Please Add:
Martha Gangwer
406 Mountain View Drive
Staunton, VA 24401
540-885-2022

For the month of May for SACRA we will be collecting
paper products such as paper towels, paper plates and cups,
napkins, tissues, toilet paper, etc. Please bring items to the
social hall. They will be delivered at the end of the month.
SACRA is most appreciative of your continued support.
The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as a result of the
efforts of Anna Jarvis, daughter of Ann Reeves Jarvis. Following her
mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis conceived of Mother’s Day as a
way of honoring the sacrifices mothers made for their children. After
May 10, 2015
gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia department store owner
named John Wanamaker, in May 1908 she organized the first official
Mother’s Day celebration at a Methodist church in Grafton, West Virginia. That same day also
saw thousands of people attend a Mother’s Day event at one of Wanamaker’s retail stores in
Philadelphia.
Following the success of her first Mother’s Day, Jarvis—who remained unmarried and
childless her whole life—resolved to see her holiday added to the national calendar. Arguing
that American holidays were biased toward male achievements, she started a massive letter
writing campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians urging the adoption of a special day
honoring motherhood. By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted Mother’s Day as
an annual holiday, and Jarvis had established the Mother’s Day International Association to
help promote her cause. Her persistence paid off in 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson
signed a measure officially establishing the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

Memorial Day, originally called
Decoration Day, is a day of
remembrance for those who have
died in service of the United States
of America. Waterloo, N.Y. was officially declared
the birthplace of Memorial Day by President
Lyndon Johnson in May 1966.
Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil War and
a desire to honor our dead. and was designated for
the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise
decorating the graves of comrades who died in
defense of their country during the late rebellion,
and whose bodies now lie in almost every city,
village and hamlet churchyard in the land. On the
first Decoration Day, General James Garfield
made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery,
and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the
20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried
there. It is now observed in almost every state on
the last Monday in May with Congressional
passage of the National Holiday Act of 1971.

Congratulations to Paul Hatcher
who was recently inducted into
the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame.

