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The 36ᵗͪ Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
I was just reminded that on Saturday October 10th, we are having a clean up day in the church
cemetery. I’ve always found cemeteries to be fascinating places, especially old ones. You can learn so
much just walking through a cemetery, standing over the graves of those who lived here in years past.
I know a woman who has taken more than one vacation doing cemetery tours in different
states. She’s visited many old cemeteries in the Carolinas, Tennessee, Virginia and Kentucky. I had a
chance to catch up with her recently and I told her she should come to Staunton to visit Thornrose.
Wouldn’t you know, she’d already been? I’ve also known expectant mothers looking for the perfect
baby name to walk through old grave yards to get ideas for their little ones on the way.
For whatever reason, two epitaphs on old weathered grave markers that I’ve seen stand out in
my mind. One is at the head of an old grave in North Carolina. After the woman’s name and dates the
words are in italics, “Her cleaning is done.” In a historic cemetery in South Carolina, there is an
epitaph on another old tombstone that I’ve never forgotten. The words cut into the aged rock are,
“Remember friend as you pass by, as you are now so once was I. I as am now, you too shall be. Be
ready your God to see.” Some people really do witness from the grave!
Sunday November 1st will be “All Saints Day.” I was glad that a couple of folks in the
church have asked if we could recognize those who have died at Olivet in the year that has gone by.
So, we are planning to remember in a small but special way all our church members who have died
since November 1st 2014, during the worship service on All Saints Day. I hope all will be present as
we remember these saints of Olivet.
As Christians, when we visit cemeteries, we hold to the faith that assures us the grave is not
our final resting place. When we are standing around tombstones and seasonal plastic fading flowers
we are promised that what we see is not all there is. Death certainly doesn’t have the final word!
We are people who are called to life and service in the name of our Lord. So let us be busy
about the things to do with life and service. But let us not forget that we do need to be ready to see our
God, for that time is coming and is closer every day.
We can use all the help we’ll be able to get on the cemetery clean up day on the 10th. I hope
to see you in church during all of October and on All Saints Day too.
Grace and Peace,

Kim Smith
Jeremy Thorne
Layla Reid
Aaron Coiner
Lillian Gayhart
Gary Milstead
Bob Roger
Sue Crosby
Ashlynn Armstrong
Hunter Ware
Johnny Guy
Lisa Coiner
JoAnn Tigert
Dana Biby
Heather Balsley
Mary Shepherd
Loree Landes
Judy Hatcher
Joe Brandon

October 3
October 4
October 5
October 6
October 6
October 6
October 7
October 8
October 12
October 15
October 16
October 18
October 20
October 22
October 23
October 24
October 25
October 27
October 28

Bonnie and Johnny Guy
Alexis and Langdon Reid
Rhonda and Chuck Richie
Brenda and Harold Reid
Mary Helen
and Jeremy Thorne
JoAnn and Tom Tigert
Helena and
Harry Hogshead, Jr.

October 2
October 6
October 11
October 15
October 18
October 27
October 31

Thanks to our greeters for September:
Esther Ann and David Walton, Faye and
Joe Hemp, and Jean Ann and Charles
Clemmer.

Children’s
Messages

Thanks to those giving
the Children’s Messages
in September:
Lee Thomas
David MacMillan
Rhonda Richie
Angela Leach

We are having a Birthday Card
Shower for Mary Shepherd who is
having a birthday on October 24,
2015. If you would like to send
birthday greetings to Mary, you may
do so at 300 Churchville Avenue, Unit
43, Staunton, VA. 24401.

The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, October 11,
2015 at 12 Noon.
We had an average of $2,408.50 in September for contributions and
pledges and an average of 99 for attendance.
We will hold our annual congregational meeting following the
morning worship service on Sunday, October 25, 2015. The
purpose of the meeting is to elect 5 Elders and 1 Trustee for the
Class of 2018 and to approve the budget for
2016.
A workday is planned to clean up the cemetery on Saturday, October 10,
2015 beginning at 8:00 a.m. All help is appreciated. Bring rakes, saws,
trimmers, etc.
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Communion on Sunday,
October 4, 2015. The following Elders are assigned to serve:
D. Reid, David Walton, Langdon Reid, Philip Balsley, Chuck
Richie and Angela Leach.
Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday,
October 12 at 12 Noon in the church office.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet on
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. with Kim.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, October 13, 2015 at
7:00 p.m. at the church.
For the month of October for SACRA we will be collecting
S
N
O
I
non-perishable canned goods. Please bring items to the social
MISS
hall. They will be delivered at the end of the month. SACRA is
most appreciative of your continued support.

Please make the following change of
address in your Church Directory to be
effective as of October 23, 2015:
O. L. Cook
500 Mott Drive, Apt. 306 B
Raymore, MO 64083

Karlie McKenna Stewart
received the Sacrament of
Baptism
on
Sunday,
September
27,
2015.
Karlie is the daughter of
Nina and Todd Stewart,
and the granddaughter of
Rhonda and Chuck Richie.

The Adult Fellowship class invites you to join them for a study
they recently started discussing articles from the monthly
magazine, “Christianity Today.” The class would love to have
new (and old) faces join them as they study this balanced and
thought provoking publication!
A Bible Study is being held through the Fall every Tuesday of the
month from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. except the second Tuesday, due to
circle meetings.
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS
2015-2016
Superintendent-Steve “Chuck” Richie
Assistant Superintendent-David Balsley
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
2015-2016
Nursery-Kodi Frye and Melody Clifton
Kindergarten-Brenda Reid and Karen Stevens
Primary I– Christel Nicklas, Julie Reid and Sharon Marshall
Youth-Kim Weller, Laura Argenbright, Jean Ann Clemmer and Kasey Reid
Friendship-Don Reid and Langdon Reid
Adult Fellowship-Lee Thomas and Gary Milstead
Willing Workers-Kim Weller and Teresa Whitesell

Daylight Savings Time ends on
Sunday, November 1, 2015. Be
sure to turn your clocks back
one hour.

