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The 37ᵗͪ Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
We’ve come to a month with five Sundays in it. It is a special month of five Sundays. This
month will have also a special Tuesday and a special Thursday. Thursday the 26th will be
Thanksgiving day. Before that will be Tuesday the 24th, and that will be the night we gather
with friends and neighbors in the area to give thanks at our Community Thanksgiving service. I
know some people will be away, but if you are able to be present, please plan to join us for this
service. Harry Johns, current interim pastor at Third Presbyterian and former interim minister
here at Olivet will be bringing the message.
On the fifth Sunday of this month, November 29th, we will move into the season of Advent!
Can you believe it’s here? Ready or not, Christmas is upon us. Are you ready? I’m not sure I
am. But then, I’m not really sure I ever am. Each year I wonder, will we make it through this
one? By divine direction and intervention, we always do.
Advent is a special time of year when we get ready for a special day of the year. I’ve never
minded singing Christmas carols during Advent because it’s only for one short season a year.
There are many churches where Christmas carols are never sung until Christmas Eve. On the
four Sundays of Advent, only Advent hymns are used. Then on Christmas Eve, the Christmas
songs roll. I know an organist who left a church like that and was glad she could play
Christmas music during Advent in her new church.
We’ll be singing Christmas music even in Advent this year at Olivet. I hope that doesn’t offend
anyone. We’ll actually begin singing a carol at the close of the service on the first Sunday of
the season. Have you ever payed special attention to the last verse of the beloved old carol,
“Away in a Manger”? Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay close by me forever and love
me, I pray. Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, And fit us for heaven to live with
Thee there. What an excellent prayer and that is a good one to sing before we walk out the door
each week to go out into the world and share the good news that the King of Kings is coming!
Grace and Peace,
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Thanks to our greeters for October: O. L.
Cook, Gloria Reid, Sandra and Bill
Sibert and Mary Helen and Jeramy
Thorne.

Thanks to those giving
the Children’s Messages
in October:
Scott Weller
Wil Reid
Kasey Reid
Langdon Reid
Ann and Kiger Davis
November 19
Dorothy and William Young November 26

There will be a community
Thanksgiving Service here at
Olivet on Tuesday, November 24,
2015 at 7:00 p.m. Harry Johns will
be preaching.

Meals on Wheels
will be holding their
annual
Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser
on
Sunday,
November 8, 2015 at
the Verona Moose
from 4:00 p.m-6:00
p.m. Tickets are $10.00. Meals on
Wheels in Staunton has been supported
well by Olivet and members have
served and are now serving on the
board.
Please
contact
Martha
Wilkerson, 885-2301 or Rhonda
Wilmore, 448-3516, for tickets.

The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, November 15, 2015
at 12 Noon.
Congratulations to the following Elders
who were recently elected to the Class of 2018: David Balsley,
Charles Clemmer, Jean Ann Clemmer, Rex Frye and Phil Phillips
and Joe Hemp, Trustee for the Class of 2018.
Church keys are needed to distribute to the newly elected Elders. If you are
going off the Session as an active Elder or you are no longer an officer of
the Women, please turn your church key in to the church
office.
We had an average of $2,483.00 in October for contributions and pledges
and an average of 99 for attendance.
Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, November 9, 2015
at 12 Noon in the church office.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet on Monday, November 2, 2015
at 6:00 p.m. with Christel Nicklas.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday,
November 10, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at the church.
The Women are sponsoring a Potato/Chili Bar on Sunday, November 8, 2015
at 12 Noon in the Social Hall. Meals are $6.50 each and will include a large
baked potato, bowl of chili, salad, dessert and beverage.
Anyone wishing to place a poinsettia in the church for the Christmas season
is asked to see Alexis Reid, Julie Reid or JoAnn Tigert no later than
Sunday, November 29, 2015. Poinsettias are $6.00 each.

Please
make
the
following change of
phone numbers in your
Church Directory. The
Phillips’ no longer have
a home phone.
Phil Phillips-540-255-2910
Linda Phillips-540-255-2909

For the month of
November
for
SACRA we will be
collecting
paper
products such as toilet paper, paper
towels, plates, napkins, tissues, etc.
Please bring items to the social hall by
the end of the month. SACRA is most
appreciative of your continued support.

Congratulations to Candice
Guy and Jake Young who
were married by David Balsley
in Hale, MI on October 17,
2015. Candice is the daughter
of Bonnie and Johnny Guy.

A Bible Study is being held through
the Fall every Tuesday of the month
from 7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. except the
second Tuesday, due to circle
meetings.
The Sunday School Department is beginning their annual participation in
Operation Christmas Child. Shoe boxes are being filled for needy
children. Please include at least $7.00 for postage. Items such as crayons,
non-violent toys, pencils, paper pads, non-perishable snacks and hygiene
products are examples of things that can be included. Some shoe boxes
are available in the Sunday School office. They are due in the office by
November 15, 2015.

We would like to welcome Kim and
Phil Miller, our new members to Olivet
who joined on October 11, 2015. Phil
was born and raised in Toms River, NJ
and moved to Staunton to start
practicing law in 1966. He joined First
Presbyterian Church and was also on
the Presbytery for nearly 48 years. He
has been a real estate attorney for almost 50 years. Phil has three children, Paul, Christy and
Lisa and also four grandchildren.
Kim was born and raised in Staunton and is a paralegal in Phil’s office. She has two sons,
Ethan and Carter.

