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The 38ᵗ ͪ Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church: 

2015 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    

 

 Last night when the temperature dropped to freezing, I was outside putting Christmas 
lights on the shrubs in the front of our house. Our children love it, that’s why I do it. And while I 
was working, I couldn’t help but think of my great-uncle Bob. 

 He lived alone all of his adult life. I was always proud of my uncle, the bachelor. He was 
very kind and out-going. He was fun and gentle. He made people laugh. And, he was a good 
athlete. Most of his career was spent overseeing the parks and recreation of the small mountain 
town Valdese, NC. He encouraged young people in developing their skills in sports and helped a 
number of them win scholarship money for college. He was the president of his senior class in 
high school. I only know that because one of his classmates was a high school substitute teacher 
who often filled in for many of my teachers. She surprised me one day in a math class when she 
asked me about my uncle Bob. She started to gush. 

 Uncle Bob was loved by many. Every summer Valdese hosts the Bob Greene Memorial 
Machine Pitch Tournament. I think about him then. I also think about him at Christmas time. As a 
single man, he lived contently in the single wide trailer he bought and had set up. He was never 
much on house keeping. He lived a couple of hours away from his family.  So, periodically my 
grandmother and her sisters would make road trips to check on their little brother. If he knew they 
were coming, he would “clean up.” He would tell them he cleaned up for them and they would 
say to him, “Well we’d hate to see what it looked like if we surprised you!” Even though Uncle 
Bob wasn’t much of a house keeper or a decorator, he always put forth effort to add some 
seasonal spirit to his home during Christmas. There was a big bush outside of his trailer, and 
every year he opened the window, pulled in a branch that had become over grown, closed the 
window over the branch he brought inside and covered it with lights. That was his Christmas 
tree! 

 I hope all of us will be able to share in the spirit of the season this year. We can do that by 
decorating trees, (and small parts of overgrown shrubs). We can do that even better by simply 
sharing the love of the one whose birth we celebrate. I hope your holiday season is filled with 
love, laughter, and joy this year. 

   Merry Christmas! 

 



Dot Harvey December 2 
Mark Perry December 4 
Sandra Sibert December 4 
Mary Gallegos December 6 
Sherry Cox December 8 
Keary Bonner December 11 
Ed Dillow December 11 
Ian Smith December 13 
Marina Thomas December 15 
Todd Stewart December 20 
Shirley Woytach December 20 
Grier Wiseman December 21 
Laurie Riley December 23 
Nel Empet December 23 
Bill Sibert December 24 
Shirlene Charbeneau December 28 
Tyler McMurrain December 29 
Alexis Have December 30 
Mike Wood December 31 

Thanks to our greeters for November: 
Laura and Jerry Argenbright, Punkie 
Wood, Judy and Paul Hatcher, Nancy 
Downey and Carolyn Via. 

Thanks to those giving 
the Children’s Messages 

in November: 

Christel Nicklas 
Lee Thomas 

Charles Clemmer 
Punkie Wood 
Scott Weller 

 

Layla and Wil Reid December 1 

Amy and Lee Thomas December 5 

Jane and Buck Robinson December 5 

Carol and Nel Empet December 10 

Sherry and Ray Cox December 13 

Leslie and Jason Harris December 15 

Jean Ann and 
Charles Clemmer December 16 

Laura and Donald Floyd December 18 

Sandra and Bill Sibert December 23 

For SACRA 
during the month 
of December we 
will be collecting 
non-perishable 
breakfast foods 

such as cereals, cereal bars, 
boxed juices, pop tarts, etc. 



The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, December 20, 
2015 at 12 Noon. 

Church keys are needed to distribute to the newly elected Elders. 
If you are going off the Session as an active Elder or you are no 
longer an officer of the Women, please turn your church key in to 
the church office. 

We had an average of $5,411.00 in November for contributions and pledges and an average 
of 108 for attendance. 

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, met on Saturday, 
December 5, 2015 at 12 Noon at Sanzones in Stuarts 
Draft for their annual Christmas dinner. 

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, met on Monday, 
December 1, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Bistro for their 
annual Christmas dinner. 

Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, 
December 8, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. with Esther Ann Walton 

for their annual Christmas dinner. Bring a covered-dish. Meat furnished. 

Women’s NewsWomen’s NewsWomen’s NewsWomen’s News    

We are having a Card Shower for our shut-ins who are having a birthday in 
December. If you would like to send birthday greetings to Dot Harvey, Mary 
Gallegos and Grier Wiseman, you may do so at the following address. Some 
birthdays may have passed, but belated cards are welcome. 
 
 

Dot Harvey 

Birthday: December 2 
300 Churchville Avenue 

Unit 43 
Staunton, VA 24401 

Mary Gallegos 

Birthday: December 6 

Shenandoah Nursing Home 

Room 6 

P. O. Box 406 

Fishersville, VA 22939 

Grier Wiseman Birthday: December 21 Envoy of Staunton 
Room 220 

512 Houston Street Staunton, VA 24401 

December 

Birthday Card Shower 



The combined choirs of Olivet and the Staunton Church of the Brethren 
will present a program of Christmas music at Olivet on Sunday, 
December 6, 2015 during the morning worship service. They will repeat 
the program at the Brethren Church on Sunday, December 13, 2015 at 
11:00 a.m. and again at the Brethren Church on Sunday, January 10, 
2016 at 7:00 p.m. as a fundraiser for our local Food Bank. 

 

We will hold our annual Christmas Program on Sunday, 
December 13, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. There will be a catered dinner 
that evening sponsored by the OYF. Please put your name on 
the sign-up sheet in the vestibule if you plan to attend. This will 
be a great evening of fellowship and worship. Sunday School 
classes of all ages are participating. 

 

We usually have doughnuts and coffee on the first Sunday of 
the month following the morning worship service before 
Sunday School. In December the OYF will sponsor Doughnut 
Sunday on December 20, 2015. 

 

There will be an informal Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on 
Thursday, December 24, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

A CHRISTMAS TAPESTRY: “Christmas 

reminds us we are not alone. We are not unrelated atoms, bouncing and 
ricocheting amid aliens, but are a part of something, which holds and sustains 
us. As we struggle with shopping lists and invitations, compounded by 
December’s bad weather, it is good to be reminded that there are people in our 
lives who are worth this aggravation, and people to whom we are worth the 
same. Christmas shows us the ties that bind us together, threads of love and 
caring, woven in the simplest and strongest way within the family.”−Donald E. 
Westlake 


