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The 39ᵗ ͪ Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church: 

 

In last month’s issue of Christianity Today, I became very interested in what I thought was a fascinating 
article about the famous star of Bethlehem that led the magi to where the young Jesus was. Epiphany, on 
January 6th commemorates their visit and officially closes out the Christmas season. 

The writer of the article interviewed a well known scholar who has invested much time and effort into 
learning more about that celebrated star. He reveals his finding that the star of Bethlehem was actually a 
comet. He also encourages people to understand that the magi were not kings. Neither does it suffice to 
simply refer to them as wise men. They were actually scholars who studied astronomy and astrology. They 
were likely from Babylon which was the main center of the study of astrology in the ancient Near East. 
Those men had been learning about the sky and stars from the records of others in ancient Babylon who 
had been involved in the study of celestial bodies since at least the eighth century B.C. 800 years before 
Christ. I don’t know about you but it’s difficult for me to conceptualize how long ago that was. Using 
modern technology and software and not veering from details in scripture he has been able to re-create 
what the comet did. If you have any interest in astrology you might be interested in reading what he 
discovered. 

He had no agenda when he began his research and writing. What he did though, was develop a very strong 
argument that God went to great lengths to get the attention of those who were being drawn into the birth 
and life of Jesus Christ. Here is a quote that sums it up. 

“There’s a glorious coming together of the claim of Jesus himself and heaven’s pronouncement about him. 

In addition, the comet’s intense brightness anticipated the glorious light of Jesus’ person and ministry. It 

speaks to our generation, assuring us that the one whose birth it announced will fully establish His 

kingdom on earth. The Star of Bethlehem underscores God’s mastery over the cosmos. For this great 

heavenly display to happen at the birth of Jesus, it had to have been tailor made for the occasion…And to 

think that this plan had been in motion from the birth of the solar system-it really is amazing. From our 

21st century perspective, we can appreciate that God is claiming lordship over astronomy and over the 

entire universe.” 

Epiphany reminds us that although the love of God is revealed to us in God’s time, long before we ever 
were even able to think of it, God was planning to love us! 

       Grace and Peace, 

 



Kay Argenbright January 2 
Jean Ann Clemmer January 4 
Rick McKibben January 6 
Harry Johns January 12 
Margaret Halterman January 16 
Rex Frye January 20 
Steve Elmore January 20 
Barbara Masincup January 22 
Barry Dubit January 24 
Chester Monroe January 25 
David Walton January 28 
Julie Reid January 28 
Melanie Argenbright January 31 

Thanks to our greeters for December: 
Kim and Phil Miller, Nel and Carol 
Empet, Esther Ann and David Walton 
and Kodi and Rex Frye. 

Thanks to those giving 
the Children’s Messages 

in December: 

Ray Leach 
Mary Helen Thorne 

Esther Ann and 
David Walton January 12 

Debbie and Ed Dillow January 15 

Maegan and John Reid 
Weller January 24 

Victoria and Barry Dubit January 27 

Sarah and Brandon  
Hatcher January 30 

For SACRA during the 
month of January we 
will be collecting 
personal hygiene 

products such as deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoos, 
etc. Please leave your donations in the 
social hall for delivery at the end of the 
month. Your response to this mission 
project is generous and  appreciated by 
SACRA and your neighbors in need. 

The combined choirs of Olivet and the 
Staunton Church of the Brethren will 
present an encore of their program of 
Christmas music at the Staunton Church 
of the Brethren on Sunday, January 10, 
2016 at 7:00 p.m. as a fundraiser for our 
local Food Bank. 



The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, January 17, 2016 at 12 
Noon. 

Church keys are needed to distribute to the newly elected Elders. If you 
are going off the Session as an active Elder or you are no longer an officer of the Women, 
please turn your church key in to the church office. 

We had an average of $3,066.00 in December for contributions and pledges 
and an average of 122 for attendance. 

January 10, 2016 has been designated as Installation Sunday. Our newly 
elected Elders and Trustee for the Class of 2018 will be installed. 

On Sunday, January 3, 2016 we will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Communion. Elders assigned to serve are Buck Robinson, 
Angela Leach, Don Reid, Langdon Reid, Rex Frye and David Walton. 

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, January 11, 
2016 at 12 Noon at the church. 

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, January 12, 
2016 at 6:00 p.m. with Kim. 

Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, January 12, 2016 at the church at 
7:00 p.m. 

There is a flower calendar on the bulletin board in the vestibule where 
you may sign up to put flowers in the sanctuary for any Sunday in 
honor of, or in memory of someone, or for a special occasion. 
Instructions are with the calendar. 

We are having a Card Shower for Chester Monroe who is having a 
birthday on January 25, 2016. If you would like to send birthday 
greetings to Chester, you may do so at 43 Monroe Lane, 
Fishersville, VA 22939. 

Margaret Halterman will be having her 100th birthday on 
January 16, 2016. If you would like to send birthday 
greetings to Margaret you may do so at Elm Park Estates, 
4230 Elm View Road, Room 218, Roanoke, VA 24014. The 
family is having a special evening celebration in 
Harrisonburg on her birthday. Anyone interested in attending 
is asked to contact Carolyn Toms at 540-454-1900. 
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Update from the Foxwood Springs Senior Living Center. Hi, I’m slowly 
adjusting to my new lifestyle. It is different. Finding my way around South 
Kansas City and finding a few familiar stores like Target, Kohl’s, CVS and Big 

Lots. Sorry to report no Krogers. Haven’t found an Olivet PC but will keep 
looking. Naturally I miss you guys and all my Augusta County friends. Just wanted to say 
hello and wish you and your family Merry Christmas and all the best for a great New 
Year! 
        O. L. Cook 

Casey and Rob Harvill 
and Robert Warren Harvill, V Maegan and John Reid Weller 

and Patrick Reid Weller 

Congratulations to Casey and Rob Harvill on the baptism of their son, Robert Warren 
Harvill, V, grandson of Karmen and Chip Harvill, and the great-grandson of Becky and 
Bob Harvill and Brenda and Harold Reid. Congratulations to Maegan and John Reid 
Weller on the baptism of their son, Patrick Reid Weller, grandson of Kim and Scott Weller 
and the great-grandson of Brenda and Harold Reid. 

12/13/15 

Missing 

Everyone 

Marriages 

Maegan Suttles and John Reid Weller 
Rebecca Stevens and Ryan Baez 

Candice Guy and Jake Young 

New Members Sandra and Bill Sibert O. L. Cook 
Punkie Wood Kim and Phil Miller 

Births 

Thatcher Via 

Lynlee Hatcher 

Karlie Stewart 

Deaths 
Kris Simpson 

Julia Ellis 
Bill Leach 

Baptisms 

Lynlee Hatcher 

Karlie Stewart 

Patrick Reid Weller 

Robert Warren Harvill, V 


