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The 42nd Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church: 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self control. There is no law against such things. Galatians 5:22. 

Years ago I was sitting in a church and someone was delivering a message on this beloved passage of scripture. I 
remember him telling when he was young his mother picked strawberries and made pies out of them. One year 
she had huge strawberries. The berries were so big and delicious it only took a few of them to make two pies. He 
said, “Folks that’s how the fruits of the spirit ought to be in our lives, so big and evident that people don’t have to 
look at us long to figure out we're Christians. It’s been a long time since that message was given, but I’ve never 
forgotten those words. 

Last weekend my parents were here for a school musical that Marina was in. My mother always brings treats 
from her kitchen when she comes to visit. Last weekend she had packed in a cooler two of the most delicious, 
beautiful strawberry pies I’ve seen in a long time. When I was young, she would make those every year during 
strawberry season. It was a once a year kind of treat. I’ve missed those pies. And so last weekend on Friday night 
I ate at least two pieces out of the first one. Then on Sunday after church, when no one was looking, I ate at least 
three pieces out of the second one. I called my mom and said, “Mom, I need that recipe for those pies.” She asked 
me, “Are you going to make some pies?” I said, “No, I’m going to put it in the church newsletter.” She was 
confused and wondered how I would incorporate that into the Olivet Observer. Many of you probably have this 
simple and delicious recipe. In case you don’t, I am going to share it with you now because strawberry season 
comes in just a few days from now here in the valley. If you want a real treat - you’ll need: 

 2 deep dish pie crusts 2 cups water 
 2 16-oz. packages of fresh strawberries 4 tablespoons of cornstarch 
 2 cups sugar 3-oz. package of strawberry Jello 

Bake the pie crusts in the oven for a few minutes until they are golden brown, Remove them from the oven. Cook 
altogether the sugar, water and cornstarch. Bring it to a boil. Let it cook for 5 minutes or more. (You’ll know it’s 
ready when it turns to a translucent color rather than white). Let it cool for 5 minutes and then add the 3 ounce 
package of strawberry Jello. Stir it in until it all dissolves. Slice the strawberries and lay them in the pie crusts. 
Pour cooked mixture over the sliced strawberries and refrigerate for several hours. Before eating put cool whip 
on top and enjoy. 

You have to follow the steps exactly this way and things should turn out well. However, if you don’t follow the 
steps things won’t set up right and you’ll have a runny mess on your hands. 

It’s true too, when we skip the steps and commands God has given us because we are too rushed and busy to 
follow His directions lots of things can turn into a runny mess. 

I hope you are able to avoid messes of all kinds this month. Have a great and pleasant month this May 2016. 
Hope you are able to enjoy some strawberry pie!’ 

      Grace and Peace, 



Kim Weller May 2 
Gary Monroe May 2 
Joe Nicklas May 7 
Caroline Reid May 8 
Joe Woytach May 9 
Kristie Hatcher May 10 
Joe Hemp May 10 
D. Reid May 12 
Karlie Stewart May 12 
Vickey Wood May 13 
Jane Robinson May 14 
Katie Lawhorn May 16 
Victoria Dubit May 17 
Alex Weller May 18 
Austin Ware May 18 
Tammy McKibben May 19 
David MacMillan May 25 
Patrick Weller May 27 
Janna Milstead May 31 

Thanks to our greeters for April: 
Lynette and Mark Miller, Pat and 
David Balsley, Kim Weller and 
Rhonda and Chuck Richie. 

Thanks to those giving 
the Children’s Messages 

in April: 

Lee Thomas 
Angela Leach 

John Charbeneau 
Gary Milstead 

For SACRA during 
the month of May 

we will be collecting paper 
products such as toilet paper, paper 

towels, paper plates, napkins, tissues, etc. 

Please leave your donations in the social 
hall for delivery at the end of the month.  

MISSIONS 

Mandie and Matt Crosby May 16 

Kim and Scott Weller May 20 

Jennifer and Trey Lawhorn May 21 

Summer and Nathan Sheets May 21 

Faye and Joe Hemp May 22 

Carolyn and Ronnie Via May 23 

Candi and John Smith May 25 

Jody and Steve Elmore May 29 

Beth and Keary Bonner May 30 

IN MEMORIAL 

Susan Marie Clifton 

4/9/86—4/6/16 

GREETERS 

Children’s 
Messages 

Dear Members of Olivet, 

The volunteers of SACRA wish to express our 
gratitude for your continuous support of our 
food pantry. Your gifts of food and household 
items allow us to serve those who come to us in 
need. We appreciate your generosity. 

   Thank you, 
   Mary Jane Joyce 
   SACRA Volunteer 



The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, May 15, 2016 at 
12 Noon. 

We had a weekly average of $2,298.00 in April for contributions and pledges and an 
average of 108 for attendance. (Based on 3 Sundays). Sunday School averaged 51 for 
attendance and $42.00 in contributions. 

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, May 9, 2016 at 12 
Noon at the church. 

Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday evening, May 10, 
2016 at 6:00 p.m. at the church. 

Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, May 10, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
church. 

In June the Women will receive their annual Birthday 
Objective Offering at a covered-dish dinner and they will 
also recognize our 2016 graduates. If you know of anyone 
graduating this year, please let Kim Smith or Christel 
Nicklas know. 

Session News 

On Sunday, May 1, 2016 the congregation 
is invited to stay for a special fund raising 
event following Sunday School at 12 Noon. 
Wilma Balsley’s Longaberger baskets will 
be sold at a silent auction. 

You are also invited to stay for a free lunch 
which will be served compliments of the 
Women of Olivet. 

BASKET SALEBASKET SALEBASKET SALEBASKET SALE    

A Mother’s Prayer 
Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me calm and give me patience 
to bear the small, irritating things in the daily routine of life. Give me 
tolerance and understanding to bridge the gulf between my generation 
and that of my children. 

Let me not be too ready to guide my children's stumbling feet, but allow me to be ever near to 
bind their bruises. Give me a sense of humor that I may laugh with them but never at them. 
Let me refrain from preaching with words. 

Keep me from forcing their confidences, but give me a sympathetic ear when my children 
come to me. Make me humble. Keep my children close to me, O Lord, though miles may 
separate us. And let your light so shine upon me that they, too, will perceive your glory. 
Amen. 

-St. Philip Episcopal Church, Rochester, Minnesota 

May 8, 2016 



We would like to welcome our new 
members to the family of Olivet. Mandie 
and Matt Crosby joined the church on 
Sunday, April 10, 2016 by affirmation of 
faith and were baptized along with their 
daughter, Michaela Dawn Crosby. 

They reside at 1007 Montgomery Avenue 
in Staunton. Matt is the son of Sue Crosby 
and the grandson of Nancy Whitesell. 

Mandie and Matt knew each other two 
years before they married on May 16, 2009. 

Together they both share a love of the outdoors, such as riding four wheelers, camping and 
hanging out with the family on the ballfield. They are also very family oriented. Matt enjoys 
hunting and watching sports with his children. Mandie enjoys quality time with her children 
and any quiet time she can get wrapped up in a good book. 

4/17/16 


