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I am about to copy part of a passage of scripture about which many books and songs have been
written and VBS programs and Bible studies have made their central theme. It seems that just about
everyone knows this passage. I won’t quote it in it’s entirety because of space limitations, but as soon as
I put forth this little part of it, I suspect most of you will know it completely. “Lord, if it’s you, “ Peter
replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” Then Peter got down out of the boat,
walked on water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” (Matthew 14:28-29)
Most people know and love the story of Jesus walking on water and summoning Peter to him.
As soon as Peter let fear get the best of him, he got very wet.
Obviously the greater lesson is that Peter took his eyes off of Jesus and therefore he sank.
Peter’s lack of faith is addressed by the Lord.
The older I get the more credit I want to give Peter for at least taking the first step out of the
boat. I would guess he was shaking and unsure. His first step was probably slow and unsteady but he did
at least take the first step.
I have to give my wife credit for something similar. Last week we took our girls to Busch
Gardens in Williamsburg. I hadn’t been there in 25 years. I remember riding the Loch Ness Monster a
few weeks after my high school graduation. I was excited to ride it again. Amy had repeatedly declared
that she would be more than happy to take pictures and stay on the ground while we were in the park.
She was absolutely adamant that she would not be riding any roller coasters. When the girls and I had
already walked off to get in line for the Loch Ness Monster, she called out to me and said in an
uncharacteristic sheepish tone, “Wait for me. I think I’ll try it.” And she did. She closed her eyes and
clenched her mouth shut. While the rest of us were screaming with eyes wide open and hands raised in
the air, she rode through the drops, loops and curves hanging on for dear life. I’m fairly certain she
called out to the Lord a time or two. When the train got back to the station she was speechless for a
while. She didn’t get on another ride all day, but she did that one. It was kind of a big deal for her.
When you read or hear the story of Jesus calling Peter out onto the water, do you ever picture
him calling you out of the boat? If you are paying attention you will likely find that he is probably
calling you out of the boat in some way. God is always about growing and stretching us and often
stretching us beyond what we think we would like. But we always find in the end that being stretched
by God is a very good thing.
If you feel God is calling you to something don’t be afraid to at least take the first step. And
keep your eyes on Jesus to complete the task. You’ll be glad you did.
I hope you have a very blessed and memorable summer. It’s June, so let the fun begin!
Grace and Peace,
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IN MEMORIAM

GLORIA REID
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Thanks to our greeters for May: Layla and Wil
Reid, Lexi, Jackson, Wilson, Ella and Glady,
Vickey Wood, Bonnie and Johnny Guy, Lynette
and Mark Miller and Jean Ann and Charles
Clemmer.

Children’s
Messages
Thanks to those giving
the Children’s Messages
in May:
Brandon Hatcher
JoAnn Tigert
Laura Argenbright
Lee Thomas
Teresa Whitesell
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requesting a need for canned meats,
pasta sauce, canned fruits, Ramen Noodle
soups and cereals.
Please leave your donations in the social
hall for delivery at the end of the month.
There is a Donating Tree in the
vestibule for our Baja Mission Team. On
each ornament there is a need and a
donation amount. Please take an ornament
and donate to help support the Baja
Mission Trip.
On Saturday, June 11, 2016 the annual
Baja Farm Golf Tournament will be
held at Springdale Water Gardens in
Greenville, VA from 2-7:00 p.m. You are
invited to sponsor a hole, be on a team or
join us to cheer on your golfer. NO golf
experience is needed. It is a fun, family
event and will be followed by a covered
dish dinner, silent auction, door prizes and
live music. See Angela Leach or Rhonda
Richie if you are interested.

Session News

The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, June 19, 2016 at
12 Noon.

We had a weekly average of $2,201.00 in May for contributions and pledges and an average
of 102 for attendance. Sunday School averaged 52 for attendance and $41.50 in
contributions.
Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, June 12, 2016 at 12
Noon at the church.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will not meet until the joint meeting of the
Women in the Fall.
Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. with
Esther Ann Walton for a family covered-dish picnic. Meat and drink will be provided.
On Sunday, June 12, 2016 the Women will present a
program on their annual Birthday Objective Offering at a
covered-dish dinner at 12 Noon. They will also recognize
our 2016 graduates. If you know of anyone graduating this
year, please let Kim Smith or Christel Nicklas know.

There is still a need for volunteers in the Nursery. A signup sheet is in the Nursery on the brown cabinet.
Thanks for all the new toys! They are wonderful.
Mary Helen Thorne

Congratulations
to
Kodi Frye who was
recently presented the
2016
Presbyterian
Woman of the Year
Award at Olivet.

Congratulations to Sherry and
Dave Herr on the birth of twin
grandsons, Maddox David Lovell
and Jonah Lee Lovell on May 22,
2016 (on their brother, Liam’s
2nd birthday). They are the sons
of Katy and Eli Lovell.

Vacation Bible School will be held on
Monday, July 25, 2016 through
Friday, July 29, 2016 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. each evening with the
closing program being held on
Sunday, July 31, 2016. Volunteers are
needed. If you would like to help,
please contact Esther Ann Walton.

June 19, 2016

Honor thy father

We are having a birthday card
shower for Bobby Bradley who is
having a birthday on June 14,
2016.
If you would like to send birthday
greetings you may do so at
Baldwin Park, 21 Woodlee Road,
Apt. 110, Staunton, VA 24401.

My father had never lost his temper
with us, never beaten us, but we had
for him that feeling often described as
fear, which is something quite different and far deeper than alarm. It was
that sense which, without irreverence,
I have thought to find expressed by the
great evangelists when they speak of
the fear of God. One does not fear God
because he is terrible, but because he
is literally the soul of goodness and
truth, because to do him wrong is to do
wrong to some mysterious part of oneself, and one does not know exactly
what the consequences may be.

