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The 44th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
As you are most certainly aware, it’s been a very difficult start to summer for many of
our neighbors in West Virginia. The Adult Fellowship Sunday School class feels the Spirit
leading them to respond to this. Pending session approval we would like to send a group from
Olivet to serve as a mission team over there in September. Please consider how you might help
our neighbors in need. The following is a note from the Adult Fellowship Class:
The Adult Fellowship Sunday School Class, in cooperation with our mission
committee, has stepped forward to coordinate our relief efforts to the people who were ravaged
by recent flooding in West Virginia. Information for relief efforts can be found at the West
Virginia Relief Disaster Display in the vestibule. The following is a tentative plan for relief
efforts:
July: Information for Health Kits will be posted on the relief disaster display and items
will be collected and placed in relief buckets marked as such. Financial donations will begin to
be received and placed in an additional disaster relief bucket located at the relief display.
Checks should be designated for Relief Fund.
August: We will begin putting together Disaster Relief Clean-up Buckets for the area. A list of
items will be found at the disaster relief display. Also, school supplies will be collected for
children returning to school in make-shift locations. Information will be available at the
disaster display about Olivet members forming a team to travel to West Virginia sometime in
September to help in the relief efforts.
September: Disaster Relief Group will travel to West Virginia.
Persons interested in any of these projects may contact Janna Milstead, another member of the
class, or attend the class for more information. A wise man once said, "You do what you have
to for family." The people of West Virginia ARE part of our family and our neighbors. This
could have just as easily happened right here.
The people of West Virginia will certainly continue to be in our prayers, and we look
forward to reaching out to them soon. Thanks for your help.
May God bless you this July and always,
Grace and Peace,

July Birthdays
Leah Dickens
Jarrett Hatcher
Butch Smiley`
Neal Coiner
Brittney Leach
Fran Mines
Carson Bonner
Richard Jones
Ruth Bailey
Rick Smith
Debbie Dillow
Ray Clifton
Carolyn Via
Karen Stevens
Scott Weller
Katie Tigert
Kasey Reid
Carter Smith
Summer Sheets
Mark Miller
Christel Nicklas
Marjorie Balsley
Aaron Argenbright
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July Anniversaries
Birgit and David Craig
Heather and Joel Balsley
Leah and T. J. Dickens
Kala and David Herman

July 4
July 12
July 13
July 13

Vacation Bible School will be held on
Monday, July 25, 2016 through
Friday, July 29, 2016 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. each evening with the
closing program being held on
Sunday, July 31, 2016. Volunteers are
needed. If you would like to help,
please contact Esther Ann Walton.

GREETERS
Thanks to our greeters for June: Buddy
Hutchens, Melissa Mello, Faye and Joe
Hemp, Nancy Downey and Gail and
Elwood Byrd.

Children’s
Messages
Thanks to those giving
the Children’s Messages
in June:
Scott Weller
Esther Ann Walton
Kasey Reid
Mike Wood

NS For SACRA during
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the month of July they are
MIS
requesting a need for canned goods such
as peanut butter, canned meats, jams and
jellies, macaroni and cheese and cereals.

Punkie Wood is volunteering to take our
contributions to SACRA and she knows
first hand how appreciative they are of our
continued support. Please leave your
donations in the social hall for delivery at
the end of the month.
There is a Donation Tree in the
vestibule for our Baja Mission Team. On
each ornament there is a need and a
donation amount. Please take an ornament
and donate to help support the Baja
Mission Trip. The team will be gone
from July 16-July 24, 2016. Rhonda
Richie, Laura Floyd, Riley Floyd, Gary
Milstead, Christel Nicklas, Clay Bartley,
Kim Smith and Kahlan Campbell will be
going from Olivet.

Session News

There is no scheduled Session meeting for July, 2016.

We had a weekly average of $2,784.00 in June for contributions and pledges and an average of
109 for attendance. Sunday School averaged 52 for attendance and $56.00 in contributions.

Women’s
News

Circle 3, Barbara Riel, Chairman, will meet on Monday, July 18, 2016 at 12 Noon
at The Depot for a family luncheon.
Circle 4, Kim Weller, Chairman, will not meet until the joint meeting of the
Women in the Fall.

Circle 6, Sherry Herr, Chairman, will meet next at the joint meeting .

The choir is taking a
break for the summer.
Rehearsals will
resume on Thursday,
August 25, 2016 at
6:00 p.m. If you are
thinking of joining the
choir, this would be a
good opportunity to
start.

The church
office will be
closed on
Friday, July 22,
2016.

Congratulations to
Jessica and Andrew
little on the birth of a
daughter, Nora Gene
Little, on June 22,
2016.
Nora is the
granddaughter of
Rhonda and Chuck
Richie.

Alex Weller graduated from Virginia Tech on May 13, 2016. He has a
Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Business. While at Tech he
worked at the meats lab and brought the product from animal to table. He
then was promoted to student manager and helped open a store front for
retail sales of beef, pork and lamb. He was a brother of the Alpha Gamma
Rho Ag fraternity, the very fraternity his Dad helped charter at Virginia
Tech in 19975. He is beginning his Ag career with Cargill in their beef
production and animal nutrition division. His territory will be the state of Virginia.
Katie Rexrode graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology with a minor in Special
Education. Her future plans-goals are to get into Radford's Social Work graduate program so that
she can work with military families. She is taking the year off hoping to get an internship or some
volunteer hours at Saint Francis Service Dogs in Roanoke where they have a program working with
veterans to receive service dogs.
Brittney Leach graduated from Appalachian School of Law with a Masters in Law in 2015 and a
Doctor in Law in 2016. She is now studying to take the Bar at the end of July. After passing the
Bar she is hoping to work in Virginia.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
We have attended Olivet for a long time and have lived in Staunton
for 40 years. Dave has been a professor at James Madison University
for 41 years and Sherry is currently an 8th grade language arts special
education teacher at Shelburne Middle School. We are the parents of 3
children and their spouses (Sam and Elizabeth, Ron and Jessica, Katy
and Eli (Lovell), all of whom live delightfully close by. We are
blessed with 8 grandchildren.
We would like to thank you all for embracing us into the Olivet
family. We have felt a part of you for a long time, but now we are
“legitimate.” This is an important milestone for us, and we take this
commitment very seriously. The day we joined the church was one of
great joy.
Also, we appreciate all of the support given us during Dave’s illness.
Your prayers, cards, calls, food and visits mean so much. We do not
feel alone.
Thank you and love,

Butch Smiley is a native of Staunton and
resides in town with his wife Lynne. They
have been married 29 years and have 2
sons. Travis is a senior at Virginia Tech
and Michael is a junior at JMU. Butch is in
the banking profession and has worked in
the Staunton/Augusta County market for
32 years. They are big dog lovers and have
2 black labs at home. They love the
outdoors, sports, family events and
reading. His grandmother conveyed her
love of Civil War history to him and he’s
visited most of the battlefield sites in
Virginia. His great-great grandfather was a
Confederate veteran of that war and later
became a Presbyterian minister in Augusta
and Rockbridge Counties He is excited in
becoming an active member and
participant in the life of Olivet Church.

We are having a birthday card
shower for Marjorie Balsley who
is having her 97th birthday on
July 28, 2016.
If you would like to send birthday
greetings to Marjorie you may do
so at 223 Sangers Lane, Staunton,
VA 24401.

IN MEMORIAM
Chester Monroe
1/25/23—6/9/16

