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 One of my daughter’s homework assignments recently had me learning 
about seaweed. I didn’t know there was so much to know about it. I wouldn’t 
have thought it had so many uses either. Perhaps most of you already knew, but 
it was news to me that seaweed is everywhere. It’s taken from the oceans and 
used to accomplish a number of things that we don’t see. In some countries 
people eat it plain. It is full of vitamins and minerals. It seems seaweed is what 
helps many brands of toothpaste stay thick when it comes out of the tube 
because of a gel that is extracted from a certain brand of the ocean plant. It’s 
also in shampoo and makeup too! As I read on I learned that without seaweed, 
ice cream and yogurt wouldn’t be as thick as they are and would certainly be 
more watery. I also never knew that seaweed is used by farmers around the 
world to feed their crops. I was impressed to learn that there are so many uses 
for that slimy ocean vegetation. 

 It shouldn’t be surprising to me. So often that’s the way God works. He 
has purposes for things that are beyond our ability to even think of. That’s what 
the preacher in Ecclesiastes was talking about when the words were written, 
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under 
heaven.”  (Ecclesiastes 3). 

 Just like we don’t see the seaweed that’s in our toothpaste and ice cream, 
we may not always see the purposes or plan God has for many different things 
as we go through life. Yet we are taught in scripture that God who does see 
everything is working even while we sleep to accomplish his sovereign and 
perfect will. 

 As we move into a new season and will soon see the leaves changing 
colors, then fall from their branches it’s good to be reminded again that the God 
who watches each leaf fall also watches over us. 

 This autumn when you bring out your jackets and sweaters and turn off 
the air conditioning and crank up the heaters take comfort in the knowledge that 
you are in the care of an awesome and mighty God. If He can establish so many 
hidden uses for something like seaweed, He can accomplish many great things 
for and through you. 

     Grace and Peace, 

 



 

Thanks to our greeters for September: 
Punkie Wood, Carolyn Via, Janna and Gary 
Milstead and Sarah and Brandon Hatcher 
and Lynlee. 

Thanks to those giving 
the Children’s Messages 

in September: 

Lee Thomas 
Teresa Whitesell 

Punkie Wood 
Don Reid 

For SACRA during the month of October 
we will be collecting much needed non-
perishable foods such as Ramen noodles, 
canned food such as tuna, meats, spaghetti 
sauce, fruit, etc. and cereals. Please leave 
your donations in the social hall for 
delivery at the end of the month. 

 

The Mission Trip Olivet is sponsoring to 
go to West Virginia to assist in the flood 
clean-up has been postponed until Spring. 

Kim Smith October 3 
Jeremy Thorne October 4 
Punkie Wood October 5 
Layla Reid October 5 
Aaron Coiner October 6 
Lillian Gayhart October 6 
Gary Milstead October 6 
Bob Roger October 7 
Sue Crosby October 8 
Ashlynn Armstrong October 12 
Hunter Ware October 15 
Johnny Guy October 16 
Lisa Coiner October 18 
JoAnn Tigert October 20 
Sherry Herr October 22 
Heather Balsley October 23 
Mary Shepherd October 24 
Loree Landes October 25 
Judy Hatcher October 27 
 

Bonnie and Johnny Guy October 2 

Alexis and Langdon Reid October 6 

Rhonda and Chuck Richie October 11 

Brenda and Harold Reid October 15 

Mary Helen 
and Jeremy Thorne October 18 

JoAnn and Tom Tigert October 27 

Helena and 
Harry Hogshead, Jr. October 31 



The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 16, 2016 
at 12 Noon. 

For the month of September our weekly attendance averaged 98 and our 
total contributions averaged $2,350.00. 

On Sunday, October 2, 2016 we will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Communion. The following Elders are assigned to serve: David Walton, 
Don Reid, Charles Clemmer, Langdon Reid, Jean Ann Clemmer and D. 

Reid. 

On Sunday, October 23, 2016 we will hold our annual congregational 
meeting immediately following the morning worship service. The 
purpose of the meeting is to elect five Elders and one Trustee for the 
Class of 2019, to approve the Terms of Call for the Pastor and to 
present the Budget for 2017. 

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet at the church on Monday, October 10, 2016 at 
12 Noon. 

Circle 4, Kim Smith, Chairman, will meet at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 4, 2016 with 
Alexis Reid. 

Circle 6 will meet on Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. with Chairman, Esther Ann 
Walton. 

Session News 

Women’s News 

On Sunday, October 30, 2016 the Women are 
sponsoring a Chili Cook-Off at 12 Noon. The 
congregation is invited to compete. Each 
contestant should make one large pot of chili to 
accommodate the congregational voters tasting 
and sampling your entry. (You do not have to 
reveal your ingredients, of course. However, if 

you have used known allergens like peanut butter, nuts, milk, etc., please alert 
taste testers.) You may decorate your table in a theme if desired. Although 
this can make it more fun, it is not a requirement. 

Tasters will be given voting sheets where they will write the contestants 
name/entry number and provide a rating based on 1 through 3 points. After 
the voting sheets are submitted, they will be tallied by a Cook-Off Committee 
and winners with the most points for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place will be 
announced. 

The Women will provide spoons, chili bowls, cornbread, beverages and 
desserts. The cost is $5.00 per person, children 10 and under, $3.00 per 
person. 

Stewardship 



2016 
October 16 Session 6 N. T. 2 
October 23 Session 7 Doctrine 1 
November 6 Session 8 Doctrine 2 
November 13 Session 9 Who Am I? 
December 11 Session 10 Death and Resurrection 

2017 
January 8 Session 11 Faith Statements 
February 19 Session 12 Baptism and Communion 
March (Mission Work) 
April 16 (Easter) Confirmands become Church members 
April 30 Confirmation Class leads Sunday worship 

On a Sunday in October we will hopefully go zip lining and 
hiking 
−To be announced. 

(All classes begin at 3:00 p.m.) 

We are having a Card Shower for 

Mary Shepherd 
who is having a birthday on 

October 24, 2016. 
If you would like to send birthday 
greetings to Mary you may do so 

at 300 Churchville Avenue, 
Unit 43, 

Staunton, VA 24401 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016-7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 25, 2016-7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 1, 2016-7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016-7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, November 29, 2016-7:00 p.m. 
(Final week until January 2017) 

(No Sessions on October 4, October 11, 
November 8 or November 22) 

In 1936, a group of 
pastors launched 
World-Wide 
Communion Day. 
Amid the Great 
Depression, they were 
looking for a way to 
meet people’s spiritual 
needs and unite 
Christians in their 
dedication to Christ.  
 
The observance, now 
known as World 
Communion Sunday, 
is held on the first 
Sunday of October. 
For eight decades, it 
has served as a 
reminder that 
Christians around the 
globe share the same 
meal in remembrance 
of Jesus.  

WORLD-WIDE 
COMMUNION 

DAY 

October 2, 2016 

Candice (Guy) and 
Jake Young 

5620 Bloomfield Drive 
Midland, MI 48642 


