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The 48th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:

The holidays are upon us! Thanksgiving will be celebrated in a couple of weeks, and before the next
newsletter comes out, we’ll be in the season of Advent which begins on November 27th.
With the season of Advent upon us, so is the end of another year. This Thanksgiving I’ll be counting you all
among my blessings. I would like to thank you all for being a warm and generous group of people. It seems
to me that you must have memorized II Corinthians 9:7 which contains the beloved words, “God loves a
cheerful giver.” So many of you give in beautiful ways and it comes straight from your hearts with love and
gratitude to the Lord. There is an old saying that comes to mind when I think of your generosity-“There is a
blessed kind of giving, which, though it makes the purse lighter, makes the crown heavier.”
It is a tremendous blessing for me to see your generosity playing out in so many different ways. Thank you
for giving from your time and talents. It takes sacrifices of time to teach Sunday School, to sing in the choir,
to come to church workdays and to pull off events like luncheons, dinners, and other events.
You contribute regularly to the needs of the church to keep this place running. There have also been times
when people have been in need and I’ve witnessed you gladly reach out to help. There are organizations like
Samaritan’s Purse to which you’ve so graciously given. The circles are so active and benevolent. Not all
churches have circles so mission oriented. The Sunday School classes seem to regularly be on the lookout for
ways that they can help people in need. For years you have shared your gifts in various ways with
organizations like Heifer International, Habitat For Humanity, SACRA, The Augusta Free Clinic, Valley
Mission, and the Baja Mission project. You’ve given thousands of dollars through both the church budget
and by supporting fundraising efforts that have appropriately and directly gone to building homes for people
in need and furnishing those newly built houses. You can be sure that your giving has changed lives for the
better.
Equally as important, you give to the building of God’s Kingdom through your kind, thoughtful, and
supportive words to people dealing with all kinds of issues in life. I’ve watched you laugh with those who
are laughing, and I’ve seen you weep with those who are weeping.
You do so much, probably more than you realize, and I believe God must be pleased with your great
generosity and with the spirit in which you have given. I realize you do these things not for the applause of
men but for the glory of the Lord. Still, I want to thank you. Indeed you have shown that the description of
this church that is regularly in print on the front of the bulletin and other publications, “The Little Church
with a Big Heart,” is a very real and true statement of who this congregation is.
I continue to be thankful for you and honored to be your pastor, not only because of your generosity and
kindness, but because of your faith that is so evident in the things you do and the words you speak.
I hope your holiday season will be richly blessed. Certainly you have been a blessing through the years to so
many, including my family and me. Thank you for your kindness and love.
Grace and Peace,

Martha Gangwer
William Young
Harry Hogshead, Jr.
Brenda Reid
Bonnie Guy
Hilda Benner
George Stephenson
Janet Brandon
Kaylin Argenbright
Jennifer Strang
Beverley Dixon
Clay Bartley
Treacy Jones
Paul Hatcher
Carolyn Vass
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Ann and Kiger Davis
Dorothy and William Young
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Thanks to our greeters for
October:
Mary
and
Treacy Jones, Richard,
Savannah and Christopher, Esther
Ann and David Walton, Fran Mines, Angela
and Ray Leach and Alexis and Langdon
Reid, Caroline and Davis.

For November SACRA is in
great
need
of
canned
vegetables and meats, dried
brown or navy beans, rice,
peanut butter and jelly,
cereals,
dish
detergents,
toothbrushes, toothpaste and hand soaps.
Please leave your donations in the social
hall for delivery at the end of the month.
Joe’s Steakhouse at 19
W. Johnson Street,
Staunton, donates 25%
of their proceeds to
SACRA
the
first
Sunday of each month.
Just mention that you are a member of
Olivet and our church will be credited for
the donation.
The Women are
collecting food for a
Thanksgiving Basket
for the needy. If you
have
perishable
items, please contact Angela Leach before
leaving them at the church; and have
donations at the church by Sunday,
November 13, 2016.

Renee and Mike Logan
1406 Hermitage Road
Waynesboro, VA 22939
248-0019
Thanks to those giving
the Children’s Messages
in October:
Esther Ann Walton
Vickey Wood
John Charbeneau
Mark Miller
Marina Thomas

Maegan and John Reid Weller
Patrick and Elsie
6774 Village Green Drive
Roanoke, VA 24019

Alex Weller
71 Franks Mill Road
Staunton, VA 24401

Session News
Stewardship

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 20,
2016 at 12 Noon.

For the month of October our weekly attendance averaged 113 and our
total contributions averaged $3,204.00. Sunday School average
attendance was 45 and contributions averaged $38.00.
Congratulations to our newly elected Elders and Trustee for the Class of
2019: Ray Leach, Phil Miller, Langdon Reid, Chuck Richie and Buck
Robinson-Elders and Harold Reid-Trustee.

3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet at the church
s on Circle
w
e
Monday,
November 14, 2016 at 12 Noon.
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m Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will meet at 6:00 p.m. on
WoTuesday,
November 15, 2016 with Kim Weller.
Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet on Tuesday, November 8, 2016 at
7:00 p.m. with Sherry Herr.
Congratulations
to
the winners of our

Chili Cook-Off
held on October 31,
2016. First Place was Amy Thomas
and Miley, Second Place, David
Balsley and tied for Third-Place were
Christel Nicklas and Phil Miller.

Anyone wishing to place a poinsettia in the church for the
Christmas season is asked to contact Janna Milstead (470-0832) or
Jean Ann Clemmer (887-0234) with your orders and dedications
by Sunday, November 27, 2016. (Orders for the poinsettias must
be turned in to the greenhouse by the first of December.

There will be a joint Community
Thanksgiving Service at Third Presbyterian
Church on Monday, November 21, 2016 at
7:00 p.m. The Rev. Janet Knott from
Jollivue Methodist Church will be
preaching. There will be a free-will
offering to support the Valley Mission.

Tuesday, November 15, 20167:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 29, 20167:00 p.m.
(Final week until January
2017)
(No Sessions on November 8
or November 22)

Congratulations to Maegan
and John Reid Weller on
the birth of their daughter,
Elsie Grace, on October 10,
2016.
Elsie
is
the
granddaughter of Kim and
Scott Weller and the greatgranddaughter of Brenda
and Harold Reid.
(All classes begin at 3:00 p.m.)

2016
November 6
November 13
December 11
2017
January 8
February 19
March
April 16 (Easter)
April 30

Session 8
Session 9
Session 10

Doctrine 2
Who Am I?
Death and Resurrection

Session 11
Faith Statements
Session 12
Baptism and Communion
(Mission Work)
Confirmands become Church members
Confirmation Class leads Sunday worship

The class will meet at Massanutten
Family Adventure on Saturday,
November 12, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

A reminder to have Newsletter articles in
to Pat Balsley by the deadline which is
the 4th Wednesday of every month.
Events should be given plenty of time to
be advertised to be successful. The earlier
articles are submitted, the better.

