
The 49th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church: 

“The “The “The “The little church with a little church with a little church with a little church with a big heart”big heart”big heart”big heart”    

1019 Richmond Avenue, Staunton, VA 24401 
The Rev. Lee Thomas, Pastor 

(540) 886-9353 
olivetpres.org 

�he �livet �bserver�he �livet �bserver�he �livet �bserver�he �livet �bserver    

2016 

 “They were all looking for a King to slay their foes and lift them high; Thou 
cam’st a little baby that made a woman cry.” ~ George MacDonald 

 At some point in life, you have probably gotten a gift you were not expecting. 
You also have probably gotten a gift that surprised you because you thought it would 
be different. Chuck Swindoll, a well known preacher and former president of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, wrote about Christmas surprises. “When I was a kid, I wanted 
a basketball so bad I could scream. I dropped all kinds of hints. I made false phone 
calls to my mother in another voice, telling her that her son really ought to have a 
basketball. I found the cheapest prices. I dropped those on the breakfast table. You 
know, all those things. And finally there appeared under the Christmas tree a box, 
looked just the size of a basketball. Whew! I could just feel myself making shots 
with it. Christmas day came. I tore into that thing! And it was a world globe. Have 
you ever tried to dribble a world globe? I mean, you can’t even inflate the thing. 
Unbelievable surprise! Didn’t look at all like what I expected!” 

 To be sure, the child lying in a manger wouldn’t have appeared the way 
many would have envisioned the Savior of the world to look. Tiny and helpless He 
lay there in that cattle feeding trough used as a cradle. What many failed to realize is 
those tiny helpless hands wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a bed of hay 
held in them the hope of all the world!  

 The mystery of the incarnation of our Lord proves again the ages old phrase, 
“God works in mysterious ways.” Indeed He does. It’s time again to celebrate the 
great miracle of God coming to us. My friends, may He bless you this season and 
always as He surprises you with his unsurpassed greatness and love. 

  

Grace, Peace & Merry Christmas! 

 

 



 

Thanks for giving the 
Children’s Messages in 

November: 

Langdon Reid 
Karen Stevens 

Stephanie Stevens 
Lee Thomas 

For December SACRA is in need 
of non-perishable breakfast foods 
such as cereals, cereal bars, boxed 
juices, pop tarts, etc. Please leave 
your donations in the social hall for 
delivery at the end of the month. 
Thank you for your continued 
support. Dot Harvey December 2 

Mark Perry December 4 
Sandra Sibert December 4 
Mary Gallegos December 6 
Sherry Cox December 8 
Savannah Jones December 8 
Keary Bonner December 11 
Ed Dillow December 11 
Ian Smith December 13 
Marina Thomas December 15 
Todd Stewart December 20 
Laurie Riley December 23 
Nel Empet December 23 
Bill Sibert December 24 
Shirlene Charbeneau December 28 
Tyler McMurrain December 29 
Alexis Have December 30 
Mike Wood December 31 

Layla and Wil Reid December 1 

Jane and Buck Robinson December 5 

Carol and Nel Empet December 10 

Amy and Lee Thomas December 12 

Sherry and Ray Cox December 13 

Jean Ann and 
Charles Clemmer December 16 

Laura and Donald Floyd December 18 

Sandra and Bill Sibert December 23 

We are having a birthday 
card shower for Mary Gallegos who 

resides at Shenandoah Nursing and Rehab., 
Room 6, P. O. Box 406, Fishersville, VA 
22939. Mary turns 100 years of age on 
Tuesday, December 6, 2016. 

We are also having a Card Shower for Dot 
Harvey who had a birthday on December 2, 
2016. Belated cards would be appreciated and 
may be sent to Dot at 300 Churchville 
Avenue, Unit 43, Staunton, VA 24401. 

Thanks to our greeters for 
November: Stephanie Stevens 
and Ashlynn, Kodi and Rex Frye, 
Sherry Herr and Jean Ann and 
Charles Clemmer. 
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The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 18, 2016 at 12 
Noon. The new and the current Elders are asked to attend the meeting. 

For the month of November our weekly attendance averaged 103 and our 
total contributions averaged $2,370.00. The Sunday School average 

attendance was 45 and contributions averaged $28.00. 

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet at Sanzone’s Italian 
Restaurant in Stuarts Draft for a family Christmas dinner at 12 Noon 
on Wednesday, December 14, 2016. 

Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will meet on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. with Mary Helen. 

Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet for their Christmas dinner on Tuesday, 
December 13, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. with Jean Ann Clemmer. Jean Ann will need a count, so 
please let her know if you plan to attend. 

2016 

December 11 Session 10 Death and Resurrection 
(11:15 a.m.) 

2017 

January 8 Session 11 Faith Statements 
February 19 Session 12 Baptism and Communion 
March (Mission Work) 
April 16 (Easter) Confirmands become Church members 

(All classes begin at 3:00 p.m.) 

The brave class recently enjoyed a morning of zip 
ling at Massanutten Family Adventure. 



There will be a Christmas Program and Dinner on Sunday, December 11, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
Kim and Phil Miller have graciously volunteered to prepare the meal which will be a 
traditional ham and turkey dinner. They will need a count to determine how much food to 
purchase, so it would be appreciated if you would put your name on the sign-up sheet in the 
vestibule by December 4, 2016 if you plan to attend. 

Our Advent participants are Buddy Hutchens, Mandie and Matt Crosby, 
Jack Reid, Davis Reid, Caleb Campbell and members of the Confirmation 
Class. 

The combined choirs of Olivet and Staunton Church of the 
Brethren will present a program of Christmas music at SCOB on 
Sunday, December 4, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. and again at Olivet 
during the morning worship service on Sunday, December 11, 
2016. There will be a repeat performance at SCOB on Sunday, 
January 8, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. to benefit our local Food Bank. 

An informal Candlelight Service will be held at Olivet on Saturday, December 
24, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

On Christmas Day there will be an informal morning 
worship service at 11:00 a.m. No Sunday School and 
there will be an informal service on New Year’s Day 
at 11:00 a.m. No Sunday School. 

 

The congregation is invited to go Christmas Caroling on Monday, 
December 19, 2016. Please meet at King’s Daughters’ Rehab. at 
5:00 p.m. to begin with Anita and Johnnie Miller. From there 4 or 5 
other places will be visited and then the group will go to dinner 
around 7:00 p.m. 

As a mission project the Women will be collecting food for Christmas 
Baskets for the needy. Please leave donations in the Social Hall marked 
for the Food Baskets. If you plan on leaving perishable foods, please 
see Angela Leach before leaving items at the church. 

Advent Participants 


