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The Olivet Observer 

I’m sure most of you would agree with me that summer seemed to go as fast as ever this 
year. Now that we are in September it’s time to get back into some routines.  

September 19th will be our first night of Bible Study for the Fall of 2017. That evening at 
7:00 pm, we will begin studying a seven unit curriculum entitled “The Secret Battle of Ideas 
about God.” The author is Dr. Jeff Myers. 

In the description of the program, these words are written “The study explains secularism, 
Marxism, Islam, New Spirituality and Postmodernism…Dr. Myers reveals how concepts 
and principles from these world views have subtly influenced Christianity.”  

 The dates for our group study this fall are the following nights: 

    Tuesday September 19th 
    Tuesday September 26th 
    Tuesday October 3rd 
    Tuesday October 17th 
    Tuesday October 24th  
    Tuesday November 7th 
    Tuesday November 28th  

We will be ordering participants books for the study, which are listed at $8.49 on the 
website christianbook.com. We will be ordering some in bulk to be sent to the church. You 
can let me know if you’d like to have one from the bulk order, or you can order one from 
that website. 

In other September happenings, please notice that we are having Rally Day on Sunday 
September 24th. That’s the day we celebrate Sunday School and have a church picnic after 
worship. Please remember to dress casually and bring food to share. 

Also keep in mind the trip to Myrtle Beach we are planning in late November. It promises 
to be a trip that will be full of good fellowship, fun, and food! I’m looking forward to it. 

As always, I hope you have a great month this September. 

 

    Grace and Peace, 

 

  



Lauren Leach September 3 
Ray Leach September 4 
Leah Graves September 4 
Emily Harris September 7 
John Smith September 7 
John Charbeneau September 7 
Judy Swann September 8 
P.J. Sabo September 11 
Brian Argenbright September 12 
Patsy Hunter September 15 
Glady Reid September 15 
Lee Thomas September 17 
Candi Smith September 17 
Aesa Wronko September 19 
Teresa Whitesell September 22 
Buck Robinson September 27 
Sonny Masincup September 29 
Joel Balsley September 29 
Ella Reid September 30 
Eddie Landes September 30 

Thanks to our volunteersfor 
giving the Children’s Messages in 

August: 

Don Reid 
Gary Milstead 

Julie Reid 

Thanks to our greeters for August: 

Fran Mines, Christel Nicklas and Clay, 
Janna and Gary Milstead and Jane and Buck 
Robinson. 

Heather and 
Michael Massey  September 1 

Becky and Bob Roger September 9 

Janna and 
Gary Milstead September 27 

In September for SACRA we will be 
collecting pasta, pinto beans, navy beans, 
canned meats, cereals and soups. SACRA is 
in great need of these items. Please leave 
your donations in the social hall for delivery 
at the end of the month. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

CHILDREN’S 

MESSAGES 

A Bible Study will begin 
in the Adult Fellowship 
Class on Tuesday, 
September 19, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m. and will be 
held each Tuesday of the 
month, with the 
exception of the second 
Tuesday. 

The Craigsville WRE 
would like to thank you for 
your gift! It will help our 
children’s lives to be 
changed. I understand that 
one of our teachers, Ms. 
Kasey Reid, comes to your 
church. She is an awesome 

teacher. Again, thank you so much for 
your support. 
  Craigsville WRE 
  Teacher-Amanda Adkins 



The joint meeting of the Women of Olivet is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 10, 2017 beginning with a snack supper 
at 5:30 p.m. This meeting is open to all of the Women of 
Olivet, and you do not have to be a Circle member to attend. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September 17, 2017 at 
12 Noon. 

For the month of July our weekly attendance averaged 104 and our total 
contributions averaged $2,427.00.The Sunday School average attendance 
was 48 and contributions averaged $45.00. 

Session 
News 

“We are getting closer and closer to the date when we will be sending 
our shoeboxes through Samaritans purse for Operation Christmas 
Child. 

As always, we need your help. Remember that you can always fill a 
shoebox yourself, but you can also help another way. If you don’t 
have time to pack a whole box, you can bring small toys and 
appropriate items to church and place them in the donation boxes for 
Samaritans purse. There are donation boxes in each of the Sunday 

School classrooms and in the fellowship hall. In October we 
will have a packing party and put together boxes from the 
things that have been placed in the donation bins. If you have 
questions, please see Christel Nicklas or Pat Hunter. Let’s try 
to have a big number of shoeboxes sent from Olivet this year. 
Thanks for your help. 

Rally Day will be held on Sunday, 
September 24, 2017. Sunday School 
teachers will be installed and students 
promoted during our worship service. 

Our Sunday School picnic will follow at 
11:00 a.m. (No Sunday School, but 
students are asked to briefly check into 
their class for a count). 

Bring a covered dish. Meat and drink will 
be furnished. Dress casual. 

Church Women United will hold a meeting on Friday, September 8, 2017 
at Third Presbyterian Church. Sign-ups and fellowship begin at 9:30 a.m. 
and the program begins at 10:00 a.m. The meeting focuses on Human 
Rights: Kindling New Fires of Hope. 



A big welcome to David 
Holsinger who joined the family 
of Olivet on August 20, 2017. 
David lives in Baldwin Acres in 
Staunton. He grew up in the 
Buffalo Gap area and attended 
Hebron Presbyterian. He has 2 
children and 6 grandchildren, and 
is retired from Concrete Pipe & 
Precast, LLC, with 28 year’s 
service as Director of Human 
Resources. 

David is an active member of 
Staunton Masonic Lodge #13, 

serving as an officer, Staunton Elks Lodge #351 and volunteers with the Historic Frontier 
Culture Museum serving on the Executive and Development committees. 

He enjoys clay target shooting at Shenandoah Gun Club in Buffalo Gap where he is a 
Life Member. David is honored and especially spiritually fulfilled by being a member of 
the Olivet Presbyterian Church family. 

During Labor Day weekend worship, many congregations bless members 
of various occupations. From painting to parenting, from truck driving to 
teaching, from farming to pharmaceutical research, work is honored as 
holy. 

Some might believe that certain jobs—pastor, missionary, bishop—are 
holier than others. But in his classic book The Practice of the Presence of God, Brother 
Lawrence, a 17th-century Carmelite monk, tells of performing even the most common, 
tedious tasks as holy service to God: “I turn the cake that is frying on the pan for love of 
God,” he wrote. “It is enough for me to pick up but a straw from the ground for the love 
of God." 

National Grandparents Day will be observed on 
Sunday, September 10, 2017. “What a bargain 
grandchildren are,” said comedy writer Gene Perret. 
I give them my loose change and they give me a 
million dollars worth of pleasure.” 

When it comes to family heritage, grandparents are 
worth their weight in gold. They serve as 
storehouses of history and wisdom helping children 
see how they fit into a family's legacy. Christian 
grandparents also provide a faith heritage that 

passes from generation to generation. 

The apostle Paul acknowledged this important role of family elders when he wrote to 
young Timothy: “I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure lives in you”. (2 Timothy 
1:5. 


