The Olivet Observer
“The little church with a big heart”
1019 Richmond Avenue, Staunton, VA 24401
The Rev. Lee Thomas, Pastor
(540) 886-9353
olivetpres.org

The 60th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! Therefore the
children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings. They
are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, and you
give them drink from the river of your pleasures. For with You is the
fountain of life; In Your light we see light. Psalm 36:7-9
As always, I have a lot to be thankful for during this
Thanksgiving season. This year, I also have many words of thanks to
say to the congregation. I was not expecting such an outpouring of
love last month for pastor appreciation. You all blessed and humbled
me. I want to thank you for your cards, food, and kindness. I was
especially grateful for the card with all the candy on it that had
special notes and signatures from many of you. I was going to try
and keep that card as it was, forever. But, I lost my will power.
When I realized I was losing that battle, I took a picture of the card
so I could remember it in its original form, and then I ate all the
goodies that were taped to it. By myself. Circle 4 even sent me gift
cards to Chili’s. Thanks Ladies. One of God’s greatest blessings to
me is that I get to be the pastor of this amazing church. Thank you
all for being so kind and so gracious to me and to my family. You all
have shown me a great display of appreciation. I sure hope you
know that I appreciate you too. My prayer for each of you is that not
only your Thanksgiving day, but each day given to you is filled with
blessing and gratitude.
Grace and Peace,

CHILDREN’S
MESSAGES

Martha Gangwer
William Young
Harry Hogshead, Jr.
Brenda Reid
Bonnie Guy
Hilda Benner
Martha Wells
George Stephenson
Janet Brandon
Kaylin Argenbright
Jennifer Strang
Beverley Dixon
Clay Bartley
Treacy Jones
Paul Hatcher
Mary Tacy

November 1
November 4
November 6
November 9
November 9
November 9
November 9
November 10
November 10
November 11
November 13
November 15
November 22
November 24
November 26
November 27

Ann and Kiger Davis
Dorothy and
William Young

November 19
November 26

Thanks to our volunteers for
giving the Children’s Messages in
October:
Gary Milstead
Esther Ann Walton
Butch DeBord
Laura Argenbright

Thanks to
our
greeters
for
October:
Mary and Gale
Tacy, Lynette and
Mark
Miller,
David Holsinger,
Sandra and Bill
Sibert and Judy
Swann.

A Bible Study is being
held in the Adult
Fellowship Class on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
November 7, 2017
November 28, 2017
A group will be leaving for
Myrtle Beach on Friday,
November 24, 2017 to attend
The Christmas Show of the
South. You are asked to meet
on the church parking lot that morning at 7:00 p.m.
There will be a stop along the way for lunch and
you will arrive at the Hampton Inn-Broadway at the
Beach late afternoon.

Rehearsal schedule for the Olivet and Staunton
Church of the Brethren choirs:
Please make the following
changes of address
in your Church Directory:

November 9-SCOB
November 16-Olivet
November 30-Olivet

Kodi and Rex Frye
1011 Ridgemont Drive
Staunton, VA 24401

Joy and Harry Hogshead
1211 Stocker Street
Staunton, VA 24401

A community Thanksgiving Service is scheduled
for Monday, November 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at
Jollivue United Methodist Church.

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet on Monday, November 13, 2017 at the
church at 12 Noon.
Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will host the meeting on
Tuesday, November 7, 2017 at 6:00 P.M.
Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet with Sherry Herr at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 14, 2017.
Olivet Cookbooks are for sale in the social hall each Sunday
following the morning worship service. Cookbooks are $15.00
each. Lynette and Mark Miller’s recipes were inadvertently left
out of the books. Inserts of these recipes will be handed out at the
time of purchase. If you have already purchased books, be sure to pick up your insert.

Church Women United

will be celebrating “World Community Day” at Christ
United Methodist Church on Friday, November 10, 2017. Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. in
the social hall followed by the program at 10:00 a.m. All women are invited to attend.

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 19, 2017 at
12 Noon.
For the month of October our weekly attendance averaged 95 and our total
contributions averaged $2,399.00. The Sunday School average attendance
was 49 and contributions averaged $36.00.
Congratulations to the newly elected Elders and Trustee for the Class of
2020: Elders: D. Reid, David Walton, Don Reid, Pat Balsley and Butch
Smiley.

MISSIONS
In November for SACRA we will be
collecting flour, sugar, jelly, syrup, cake
mixes, baby items and toiletries. Please leave
your donations in the social hall for delivery
at the end of the month. Thank you for your
continued support.
For Thanksgiving we will
be collecting food items to
fill baskets for the needy at
The
Valley
Mission.
Please leave donations in
the social hall by Sunday,
November 19, 2017. For
more information, please
see Angela Leach, and let her know if you
have items in the refrigerator.

The OYF (grades 3-12) will meet
at the church at 6:00 p.m. on
Sunday, November 5, 2017.
Sunday,
November 12,
2017 has been
designated
as
Youth Sunday.
Our Youth will
lead
the
morning
worship service.

We would like to welcome Linda Nulik to the family of
Olivet. She joined on October 15, 2017. Linda was born
in Lexington VA and lived in Middlebrook for 39 years.
She graduated from Riverheads High School, then
attended Elizabeth Brandt School of Business and
received a degree as administrative assistant.
She worked at VSD where she became fluent in sign
language and then transferred to Woodrow Wilson
Rehab Center where she was a counselor for Deaf and
Hard of Hearing clients. After receiving an associate
degree in Medical Assisting at Dominion College she
has worked in hospitals in Savanah, GA, Jacksonville, FL and at the Mayo Clinic. Upon
retirement in 2014 she moved back to VA where she resides with a friend in Waynesboro with
her 3 cats.
Through excellent doctors, technology and the love of God she has survived breast,
endometrial and blood cancers. She has many talents such as pianist, organist, choir member,
arts and crafts, sign language and is a member of the Staunton Choral Society.
Over the past several years she has been searching for a church where she feels a spiritual
belonging and through her association with David MacMillan has been led to Olivet. Through
our supportive environment, joining Olivet has been the answer to her prayers.
On Sunday, December 17, 2017 we will have our Christmas
Program and Dinner beginning at 5:30 p.m. Please put your
name on the sign-up sheet in the vestibule if you plan to attend
so that we will have a count for the dinner.
Kim and Phil Miller have graciously volunteered to provide the
dinner for our Christmas celebration.

Pictured with Lee and his family is the Rev.
Marina Gopadze. She is the lady Marina
Thomas is named after and will be
preaching in our pulpit on Sunday,
November 26, 2017 when Lee is gone.
Marina is a retired minister from the
Buchanan Presbyterian Church.

Woodrow Wilson Memorial High School is raising funds to
purchase two full-color digital signs for the Route 250 entrance
into the complex. They are currently at $17,200, which is over
halfway toward their goal of $32,000. If you are a Wilson
graduate or would just like to help, please contact Kelly
Troxell, Principal of WMHS at Troxell.kf@augusta.k12.va.us
or Jennifer Lawhorn at 540-421-4060.

