
The 61st Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church 
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1019 Richmond Avenue, Staunton, VA 24401 

The Rev. Lee Thomas, Pastor 
(540) 886-9353 
olivetpres.org 
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 It’s been said that the director of a very prestigious school of dramatic 
arts use to tell all of his apprentice actors that they would do well to 
remember these five words, “Mean more than you say.” 

 That sounds like good advice. If we aren’t careful, sometimes messages 
can get lost in wordage. 

 Two of the most striking, yet beautifully simple sentences in all of 
scripture, are found in the early chapters of the gospel of Luke. 

 “And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger.”  Luke 2:6-7 

 Those sentences are so easy to read, yet they mean so much. The birth 
of our Savior was so simple in many ways. Yet, for us it was the most 
amazing birth that ever happened. The birth of Christ allows us to have re-
birth. It calls us to consider again the amazing love of God that is greater than 
words can ever convey.  

 This month as we go through the season of Advent let our minds be 
renewed and challenged again to receive once more the simple, yet 
mysterious message of Christmas, “God has come to us! Hallelujah and 
Amen! 

 

   Grace and Peace, 
 

   



Mark Perry December 4 
Sandra Sibert December 4 
Sherry Cox December 8 
Savannah Jones December 8 
Keary Bonner December 11 
Ian Smith December 13 
Marina Thomas December 15 
Butch DeBord December 17 
Todd Stewart December 20 
Laurie Riley December 23 
Nel Empet December 23 
Bill Sibert December 24 
Shirlene Charbeneau December 28 
Tyler McMurrain December 29 
Alexis Have December 30 
Mike Wood December 31 

Thanks to our volunteers for giving the 
Children’s Messages in November: 

Kim Miller 
Marina Thomas 

Joe Wells 
Gary Milstead 

Teresa Whitesell 

Thanks to our greeters for 
November:  

Butch Smiley 
Miley Thomas 

Ella Reid 
Glady Bell Reid 

Kahlan Campbell 
Sean Wells 
Joe Wells 

Stephanie Armstrong and Ashlyn 
Mary Helen and Jeremy Thorne and Caroline 

Layla and Wil Reid December 1 
Jane and Buck Robinson December 5 
Carol and Nel Empet December 10 
Amy and Lee Thomas December 12 
Sherry and Ray Cox December 13 
Jean Ann and 
Charles Clemmer December 16 
Kim and Phil Miller December 16 
Laura and Donald Floyd December 18 
Sandra and Bill Sibert December 23 

Barbara D. Riel 
3/29-39—11/12/17 

Resolve to “be there” 
Let our New Year’s resolution be this: We will be there for 
one another as fellow members of humanity, in the finest 
sense of the word. 



Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017 at 12 Noon at Sanzone’s Italian Restaurant in Stuarts Draft for 
their annul family Christmas luncheon. 

Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 with Kim Weller. 

Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet at 6:00 p.m. with 
Lynette Miller on Tuesday, December 12, 2017 for their annual 

Christmas dinner. The main dish will be provided. You are asked to bring a side dish and a 
gift valued at around $10.00 for an auction exchange. 

Olivet Cookbooks are for sale in the social hall each Sunday following 
the morning worship service. Cookbooks are $15.00 each and make 
excellent Christmas gifts. 

If you would like to place a 
poinsettia in the sanctuary for the Christmas season, 
please see Kim Weller by Sunday, December 3, 2017. 
Poinsettias are $6.00 each. Please have your dedication 
and payment ready when placing your order. (Make 
checks out to Olivet Circle 4). 

In December for SACRA we will be collecting flour, sugar, jelly, syrup, cake mixes, 
baby items, toiletries and especially peanut butter. Please leave your donations in the 
social hall for delivery at the end of the month. Thank you for 
your continued support. 

We will be collecting items for food baskets for the Salvation 
Army to distribute to the needy in our area. Please leave 
donations in the social hall by Sunday, December 17, 2017. Let 
Angela Leach know if there are food donations in the 
refrigerator. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 12 
Noon. 

For the month of November our weekly attendance averaged 101 and our total 
contributions averaged $2,366.00. The Sunday School average attendance was 
53 and contributions averaged $26.00. 
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December 
Missions 



 

The combined choirs of Olivet and Staunton Church 
of the Brethren will present a program of lessons and 

carols at Olivet on Sunday, December 3, 2017 during their morning worship service at 
10:00 a.m. There will be a repeat performance at Staunton Church of the Brethren on 
Sunday, December 10, 2017 during their morning worship service at 11:00 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

The Olivet Christmas Program and Dinner will be held 
Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. Please put your 
name on the sign-up sheet in the vestibule so we will have a 
count for the dinner. Dessert donations would be appreciated. 

The congregation is invited to go 
caroling on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017. We will meet at the church at 
5:00 p.m. and visit with our shut-ins. 
Afterwards we will go out to eat. 

There will be an informal 
Candlelight Service on Christmas 
Eve at 7:00 p.m. 

December 10, 2017 
David Holsinger 

December 17, 2017 
Lynn Sisson 
Butch DeBord 

December 24, 2017 
Linda Nulik 

 

Christmas Eve 
OYF 

December 3, 2017 
Alexis and Langdon Reid, 

Caroline and Davis 


