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Deserts can be fascinating places. If you’ve ever driven through the deserts 
in the Western U.S. or have flown in an airplane over them, you know how 
the color changes from lush shades of green to drier browns and reds the 
further west you travel. We’ve come to that time of year when we 
remember and focus on a very important journey Jesus made into the 
desert. The forty days when he was fasting, praying, subjected to the 
sometimes harsh elements of nature and all the while resisting great 
temptation. He was getting himself ready for what was ahead. 

 As dry and barren as deserts are, sometimes beautiful and majestic 
plants sprout up from their parched and rocky soil. One example is the 
century plant that grows in our American deserts. It takes a while to bloom 
but eventually it does. For twenty or thirty years the plant stands six feet 
tall and produces no flowers of any kind. Then the day comes that no one 
can predict when new buds sprout. The buds grow half a foot or more each 
day until the plant grows to be somewhere between twenty and forty feet 
tall. After growing to that majestic height the century plant is topped with 
bunches of beautiful flowering blossoms that last for weeks. From desert 
plants spring beautiful flowers. 

 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th. Designated as a 
time for sacrifice and contemplation, this season offers us opportunities for 
great spiritual growth. It is my prayer that God would speak to and through 
each of us during this special spiritual season. 

  

    Grace and Peace, 

  



Harry Hogshead February 1 
Rhonda Richie February 1 
Birgit Craig February 1 
Chuck Richie February 2 
Angela Hunter February 3 
Buddy Hutchens February 4 
Sydney McMurrain February 7 
Lynne Smiley February 7 
Alexis Reid February 8 
Hortense Coyner February 11 
John Hunter February 15 
Stephanie Armstrong February 16 
Ann Davis February 17 
Carol Empet February 20 
Jerry Argenbright February 22 
Langdon Reid February 23 
Kodia Frye February 24 
Jody Elmore February 24 
Brandon Hatcher February 26 
Angela Leach February 27 

Thanks to our volunteers for giving the 
Children’s Messages in January: 

Don Reid 

Mary Jones 

Langdon Reid 

Wil Reid 

Thanks to our greeters for January:  

Pat Hunter 

Mary and Treacy Jones, Richard, Savannah 
and Christopher 

Angela and Ray Leach 

Barbara and Sonny Masincup 

Kodi and Rex Frye February 4 

Kim and Rick Smith February 4 

A 6-week Group Study called “Echoes of 
the Reformation” began on January 30, 
2018. Everyone is invited to attend. Books 
are $15.00. Let Lee know if you would 
like one. Studies are held on Tuesdays at 
7:00 p.m. The schedule follows: 

February 6 
February 20 
February 27 

March 6 
March 20 

The Olivet Youth are planning 
a mission trip to West Virginia 
in July of 2018. For more 
details, see Lee Thomas. 



Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet on Monday, February 12, 
2018 at 12 Noon at the church. 

Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will meet with Kim Miller 
at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 6, 2018. 

Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet at 7:00 p.m. with 
Sandra Sibert on Tuesday, February 13, 2018. 

Olivet Cookbooks are for sale in the social hall each Sunday following the 
morning worship service. Cookbooks are $15.00. (If no one is available in the 
social hall, check the church office). 

 
Olivet Hoagies are available for pick on Sunday, February 4, 2018. Choose 
from Italian, Veggie or Turkey Hoagies. They are $4.50 each. Extras are 
available. 

 

Calling for cookies, (brownies and cupcakes)!!! Our church would like to show our 
appreciation for the firefighters and police officers in our community, so we are calling for 
cookies, cupcakes, brownies, candy, etc. Please bring what you choose to make on Sunday, 
February 18, 2018. The Community Involvement Committee will distribute the goodies that 
week. Let’s show our gratitude!! 

There will be a brief called meeting of the Women of Olivet on Sunday, February 11, 
2018 in the Social Hall at 12 Noon. 

Church Women United is celebrating World Day of Prayer on Friday, 
March 2, 2018 at Augusta Street United Methodist Church in Staunton. 
Registration begins at 9:30 a.m. followed by a program at 10:00 a.m. All 
Women are invited to attend. 

The next Session meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 at 12 Noon. 

There is a special called meeting of the 
Session scheduled for Sunday, February 11, 
2018 at 3:00 p.m. 

For the month of January our 
weekly attendance averaged 87 and our total 
contributions averaged $4.789.00 The Sunday School 
average attendance was 44 and contributions averaged 
$29.00. 

Women’s Community Involvement Committee 



In January for SACRA we 
will be collecting laundry 
products such as soap powders 

and liquids, fabric softeners, etc. Please leave your 
donations in the social hall for delivery at the end of 
the month. Thank you for your continued support. 
SACRA is most appreciative of your donations. 

 

Almighty God, 

From your hand we have received blessing upon blessing. 
You have lavished upon us many good things and given us 
the great gift of freedom. Remind us that we are not the 
owners of your world, simply stewards in it for a while. 
Give us wisdom to do your will in all things. Bless all who 
serve to keep this land free. Give those elected to office 
the gifts of understanding and discernment with visions for 
a bright future. Give to those who serve in our armed 
forces protection and strength and bless again and again 
their courageous work and service. Give healing we pray, 
to those who have suffered physical and emotional injury 
in service to this land, and peace and comfort to those who 
mourn lives lost in freedom’s fight. We especially thank 
you today for this Commonwealth of Virginia. From its 
beautiful Mountains and Valleys, across its lovely 
Piedmont, and into its shining coastland we pray that 
peace and prosperity would abound. Bless the work of this 
General Assembly. May all that is decided within these 
venerable halls be according to Your will for Your people. 
It is in Your most Holy Name we pray. Amen. 

OUR PASTOR, LEE THOMAS, 
DELIVERING THE 

INVOCATION AT THE  
VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES 2018 SESSION 

January 29, 2018 

Congratulations to 
Mary Helen Thorne 
who was inducted 
into the Volleyball 
Hall of Fame at 

Grace Christian School on 
January 19, 2018. 

Happy Valentine’s Day 
Wednesday 
February 14, 2018 

The Adult Fellowship 
Sunday School Class 
invites the congregation 
for coffee and 

refreshments immediately following 
the morning worship service on 
Sunday, February 11, 2018. 


