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The 64th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church
One of the practices I’ve been enjoying this Lent is reading daily from my
grandma’s King James Version Bible. I’ve long loved the rich and beautiful
language of the Psalms in that translation, but I’ve never completely read the
prophets in King James, preferring the NIV that I’ve read since college days. There
are some pointed differences that go beyond the thee’s, wherefore’s, and thou’s.
For example The King James Version mentions in Numbers, Job, Psalms,
Deuteronomy and Isaiah, unicorns! Isaiah 34:7 says, “And the unicorns shall come
down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls.” The next morning, I showed the
passage from the King James Version to my youngest daughter who has long had a
fascination with unicorns. The NIV translates the same passage “And the wild oxen
will fall with them, the bulls calves and the great bulls.” It turns out that the term
unicorn in King James Version is actually referring to a one horned rhinoceros.
There are two types of that animal. One kind of rhinoceros has one horn and the
other has two. Centuries ago the single horned animal was called a unicorn. The
prophet wasn’t referring to the mythical creature we see in movies and on cartoons.
The greater point of the passage in Isaiah has to do with the defeat and ruin of the
enemies of God, but it closely followed by the promise of redemption for God’s
people in the beloved and beautiful 35th chapter of Isaiah.
I share this with you to prove the point again that no matter how many
times you read the word of God, there are always new things to learn from it.
Coming across one word that sparks interest leads you to do research that you
might not otherwise pursue. As a result we learn and we grow.
I hope you are making time to read from God’s word and discover new
things. It really will make a difference in your life.
Grace and Peace,

Nancy Downey
Ronnie Via
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Esther Ann Walton
Randy Leach
Kim Miller
Chris Armstrong
Flo Columbus
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Emy Young
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Scott McMurrain
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Wil Reid
Eric Gibson
Donald Floyd, Jr.
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Thanks to our volunteers for giving the
Children’s Messages in February:
Butch DeBord
Marina Thomas and Miley Thomas
Gary Milstead

Thanks to our greeters for February:
Sarah and Brandon Hatcher and Lynlee
Leslie and Jason Harris, Elijah, Emily, Lily
and Anna

A Group Study called “Echoes of the
Reformation” began on January 30, 2018.
Everyone is invited to attend. Studies are
held on Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. The
schedule follows:
Nancy and
Randy Leach
Barbara and
Sonny Masincup

March 21

March 6
March 20

March 29

YEARLY BAJA MISSION TRIP
Our Baja Team is gearing up for the
Mission Trip from July 7-15, 2018. There
will be an organizational meeting at Olivet
on Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Please attend if you are interested in going.
See Rhonda Richie for forms.

Daylight Savings Time
begins March 11, 2018. Be
sure to set your clocks
forward 1 hour.

The OYF will be going
bowling at Staunton Lanes
on Sunday, March 18,
2018 at 3:00 p.m.

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet on Monday, March 12,
2018 at 12 Noon at the church.
Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will meet with Alexis
Reid at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14, 2018.
Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will
meet at 7:00 p.m. with Sherry Herr on Tuesday,
March 13, 2018.

Olivet Cookbooks are for sale in the social hall each Sunday following the
morning worship service. Cookbooks are $15.00. (If no one is available in
the social hall, check the church office).
Our church as part of the Community Involvement
Team will serve a meal at the Valley Mission on
Friday, March 23, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. Volunteers are
needed to help serve. Please see a member of the
Committee (listed on the back of the bulletin) if you
would like to help. Drink donations would be
appreciated.

The Session met on Sunday, February 25, 2018 at 3:00 p.m.
for an extended discussion on church property issues.
In further business, it was decided to have a new Church
Directory made later in the year. It has been 5 years since
our last Directory. Plans were also made to have a ChickenBar-B-Q on Saturday, April 28, 2018.
For the month of February our weekly attendance averaged
86 and our total contributions averaged $4,191.00 Our receipts for the month of January
2018 were $11,004.00 and our expenditures were $13,623.00 which left a deficit of
$2,618.00.
The Sunday School average attendance was 37 and contributions averaged $46.00.
The next Session meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 12 Noon.

LOCAL MISSIONS
(SACRA)
Your support for SACRA is so needed and appreciated. Olivet has become
one of its greater supporters. For March they are in great need of the
following items: Canned meats, dried beans, sugar and flour, toilet paper,
jellies and all condiments, especially mayonnaise. Please leave your
donations in the social hall for delivery at the end of the month. Thank you
for your continued generosity.

There will be a Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service at Third
Presbyterian Church on March 29, 2018 at 7:30 p.m.
On Friday, March 30, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. there will be a Good Friday Service
at Olivet.
On Easter morning, April 1, 2018 we will
celebrate with an Easter Sunrise Service and
Breakfast beginning at 7:00 a.m. Please put your
name on the sign-up sheet in the vestibule if you
plan to attend the breakfast. (Be sure to include
the number attending). Please see Kodi or Rex
Frye or Kim or Rick Smith for more information.
Donations are welcome.
You are invited to bring fresh flowers for the Easter morning worship
service to put on our cross that will be displayed on the front lawn of the
church.
Anyone wishing to place a lily in the church for Easter Sunday is
asked to contact Alexis Reid with your order and dedication by
Sunday, March 4, 2018. Lilies are $9.00 each.

WHY WE NEED EASTER:
No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment—even God was not exempt. Jesus
offered no immunity, no way out of the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the
other side. Just as Good Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this life is
supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with its startling clue to the riddle of the
universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light shone.
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not overcome unfairness. For
that, Easter is required. A bright clue that someday God will restore all physical
reality to its proper place.
—Philip Yancey, Disappointment with God

