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The 65th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
With Easter coming on April 1st of this year, there have been some snickers
and laments about this holy day for Christians being on April Fool’s day. It just so
happened that there’s a children’s sermon in a book called “5-Minute Messages for
Children” that addresses the issue. Sometimes I am amazed at how messages for
children speak loudly to grown ups. The following simple message is like that. It’s
one for all of us to remember, no matter what our age.
“April 1st is a day of practical jokes. Practical jokes are jokes that are not
meant to hurt anybody. On April 1st it’s fun to play harmless jokes on people. April
1st usually reminds us that we need to laugh at ourselves.
Also during this time of year, and especially this year, we remember when
God played a trick on the devil. Matthew 28:5-6 says, “The angel said to the
women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was
crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. Come and see the place
where He lay.”
The devil thought he had won when Jesus died on the cross. The devil must
have laughed when the disciples were crying about Jesus’ death. But when the angel
rolled the stone away, the devil wasn’t laughing.
Jesus’ resurrection was no joke! God raised Jesus from the dead, and we
never have to fear death. And we never have to be afraid of the devil again, either.
What a great trick on the devil! Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!”
Hallelujah and Amen!
Grace and Peace,
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Anita and Johnnie Miller are having
birthdays in April. Johnnie-April 12 and
Anita-April 17. If you would like to send
birthday greetings to the Millers you may
do so at King’s Daughters’ Rehab. Center
at 1410 N. Augusta Street, Staunton, VA
24401.

Thanks to our volunteers for giving the
Children’s Messages in March:
Butch DeBord
Gary Milstead
Charles Clemmer
Lee Thomas

Thanks to our greeters for March:
Joy and Harry Hogshead
Mark and Lynette Miller
Sherry Herr
Fran Mines

BAJA MISSION TRIP
Our Baja Team is gearing up for the
Mission Trip from July 7-15, 2018. See
Rhonda Richie for more information and
forms.

If you would be interested
in taking a bus trip to D.C.
to see the Bible Museum,
and possibly the White
House, beginning after
church on June 3, 2018,
you are asked to see Amy
or Lee Thomas or Lynette
Miller.

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet on Monday, April 9, 2018 at
12 Noon at the church.
Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, will meet with Julie Reid at
6:00 p.m. on Monday, April 16, 2018.
Circle 6, Esther Ann Walton, Chairman, will meet with Jean Ann
Clemmer on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Olivet Cookbooks are for sale in the social hall each Sunday following the
morning worship service. Cookbooks are $15.00. (If no one is available in
the social hall, check the church office).
Our Community Involvement Team has been
active and our community is appreciative of our caring. Two
meals have been served to the Valley Mission within the
month and was so appreciated by the staff and residents there.
The congregation prepared many cookies and other treats to be
delivered around locally to show our appreciation for our first responders. Below is a thankyou note from the Augusta County Sheriff’s office for the kind gesture of goodies they
received. Thanks to the congregation for your participation.
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Your support for SACRA is so needed and
appreciated. Olivet has become one of its greater
supporters. For April we will be collecting non-perishable
breakfast items such as cereals, cereal bars, boxed juices, pop
tarts, etc. Please leave your donations in the social hall for
delivery at the end of the month. Thank you for your
continued generosity.

The Session met on Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 12 Noon. The
highlights of the meeting included plans for a ChickenBar-B-Q on Saturday, April 28, 2018. There will also be
a Bake Sale at that time and dessert donations would be
appreciated. Help will be needed grilling chicken and in
the kitchen. Anyone wishing to help should see Charles
Clemmer, David Balsley, Jean Ann Clemmer or Pat Balsley.
Proceeds will go to help support WRE Augusta County and SACRA.
The Sacrament of Communion is scheduled for Sunday, April 1, 2018. The
following Elders were assigned to serve: David Balsley, Phil Phillips, David
Walton, Langdon Reid, Buck Robinson and Jean Ann Clemmer.
The Maintenance Committee reported that the dead tree in the front of the church
on the west side of the property has been cut down and removed. A Company is being
hired to submit to our church a property condition assessment to see what needs to be
done to bring our church building and property up to standards.
A report was given from the Presbytery meeting that was held on February 24, 2018.
On April 8, 2018 we will share a portion of our morning service with a Gideon Speaker
and on Sunday, April 22, 2018 we will share part of our service with Wesley Phelps, a
missionary to Africa.
It was noted that Hilda Benner has moved to her daughter’s home in Pittsburg, PA. Her
new address is not available yet.
The Finance Committee reported that the financial books of the church are undergoing a
yearly audit and should be completed by the next meeting.
Financial Report:
2018

January Income-$19,287.72
February Income-$12,699.53
January Expenses-$11,764.18
February Expenses-$10,056.52
January Net-$7,523.54

Income-Year to Date-$31,987.25
Expenses-Year to Date-$21,820.70

“The joyful news that Christ is risen does not
change the contemporary world. Still before
us lie work, discipline, sacrifice. But the fact
of Easter gives us the spiritual power to do
the work, accept the discipline and make the
sacrifice.”
—Henry Knox Sherrill

