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The 68th Letter of Lee to the Olivet Church:
Last week I found out that my nephew Jacob wrote a devotion that was
published in The ARP magazine. That’s the publication of the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church. Jacob is a humble 19 year old with a
servants heart. No one in our family knew this devotion had been printed
until a friend of his parents saw it and complimented it. My brother and his
wife didn’t know what their friend was talking about because Jacob never
mentioned it. Once the family discovered it, my dad forwarded it to me and
I think it is rather timely since our church is sending out two different
mission teams this month.
“Christ calls us to live out our faith in Him so that His grace is experienced
and displayed through our everyday lives. As fellow Christians, we are all
called to live out our faith in a broken world. This presents many
challenges, but as the testimonies of fellow believers show, the benefits can
be astronomical as well. As Christ begins to work within us, the
characteristics of justice, mercy, and faithfulness begin to characterize our
entire being.
I don’t remember a time when I didn’t love Jesus and didn’t accept Him as
my Lord and Savior; however, learning to trust Him was a different matter.
Growing up in a Christian household, I was taught the basics of faith early
on. Going to church was a regular part of my routine, and while I easily
acknowledged the importance of God in my life, I refused to completely
surrender everything unto Him because I still wanted to be in control.
As a young child I suffered from anxiety. Throughout my life, this anxiety
has taken different forms and appeared as both a fear of failure and a fear
of unacceptance. Kindled by my perfectionist personality, this fear and
anxiety prevented me from fully recognizing the love and acceptance God
offered me. It took many years for me to realize that there is nothing I can
do to make God love me more or less than He already does. Thankfully,
God’s mercy knows no bounds.
One definition of biblical mercy is “compassion shown toward an offender
or enemy.” (Merriam-Webster) I am well aware that both then and now, I
have constantly struggled with giving God full reign with my life. My
resistance to His will for my life has led to much heartache and sin. Yet
through all of it, God has been by my side. By not letting me go, God has
shown both His mercy and love. As Psalm 23:4 says, “Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” Despite all my
shortcomings, God has a plan for my life, and I take great comfort knowing
He will never leave my side. Simply knowing that the God of the universe
is constantly by my side gives me the courage I need to reach out of my
comfort zone and help others as I pursue justice, mercy, and faithfulness as
a follower of Christ.” - Jacob Thomas, Erskine College
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Children’s Messages in June:
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If you would like help with home
projects this summer, some of the
Olivet Youth are willing and available
to help. Please contact Kahlan
Campbell if you need help with yard
work, painting or chores around the
house.

On Sunday, July 1 2018
the Adult Fellowship Class
invites the congregation
for refreshments in the
social hall following the
morning worship service.

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, Chairman, will meet on Monday, July 9, 2018 at
12 Noon at The Depot for a family luncheon.
Circle 4, Mary Helen Thorne, Chairman, and Circle 6, Esther Ann
Walton, Chairman will not meet until the Fall meeting in September.
Olivet Cookbooks are for sale and make great gifts for family and friends.
Cookbooks are $15.00. See Janna Milstead or Pat Balsley.

We are planning a new Church
Directory this year. Pictures will be
taken on Friday and Saturday,
October 19-20, 2018. Photo session
scheduling will begin in September.

For SACRA for the month of July we will be
collecting the following items they have
requested and are in great need of: Canned tuna,
jellies, shampoo, crackers, cookies, detergents,
toothbrushes, toothpaste and soups other than
vegetable. Please leave donations in the social
hall and they will be delivered the end of the
month. They are most grateful for your continued
support.

Keep in your prayers our Baja Mission Team that
will be leaving for Vicente Guerrero in Baja,
Mexico on July 8, 2018. Rhonda Richie and
Laura Floyd will be representing Olivet.
Our Youth Group will need your prayers as
they are leaving for Panther, WVA for a
mission trip on July 23, 2018. Clay Bartley,
Kahlan Campbell, Caleb Campbell, Wilson
Reid, Jack Reid, Savannah Jones, Richard
Jones, Marina Thomas, Layla Reid, Rick
Smith and Lee Thomas are going from Olivet.

The Session met on Sunday, June 24, 2018 at 12 Noon. The highlights
of the meeting included reports from the committees. Maintenance
reported that a full work-up with estimates of the immediate concerns
of the church was received from Draft Electric. The church is in need
of electrical, heating and plumbing work and jobs will be prioritized in
the coming months. They have decided to begin with replacing the air
conditioning unit and furnace that heats and cools the upstairs social
hall as these are very old and in poor condition.
The computer and monitor in the church office needs to be replaced. A recent storm took out
part of the computer and the internet.
From Christian Education it was reported the Youth are participating in a mission trip to West
Virginia; and there is also a Baja mission trip planned for July.
The Witness Committee reported that on June 2, 2018 Lynn Sisson and Butch DeBord were
married in our sanctuary.
It was noted with regret the death of Jennifer Langer Breeden on May 29, 2018.
The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, August 19, 2018 at 12 Noon. No meeting
scheduled for July.
Financial Report 2018:
Income:
Expenses:
Net:

January
$19,287.72
$11,514.18
$7,773.54

February
$12,699.53
$9,806.52
$2,893.01

March
April
May
Year to Date
$10,504.86 $13,104.46 $10,011.42 $65,607.99
$11,255.46 $11,583.37 $21,200.55 $65,360.08
-$750.60
$1,521.09 -$21,200.55 -$9,763.51

The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated on Sunday,
July 1, 2018. The following Elders are assigned to serve:
Phil Phillips, Langdon Reid, Jean Ann Clemmer, Buck
Robinson, Don Reid and D. Reid.

Please make the following change of address
in your Church Directory:
Kim and Rick Smith, Kahlan and Caleb
869 Union Church Road
Churchville, VA 24421

On July 4, 1776 the 13 colonies claimed their independence from
England, an event which eventually led to the formation of the
United States. Each year on July 4th, also known as Independence
Day, Americans celebrate this historic event. Celebrate responsibly
and remember the sacrifices that were made so that we can enjoy our
independence.

