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 After Christmas our attention is often directed to two celebrated old 
folks in the Bible, Simeon and Anna. They were some of the first recorded 
people to see Christ, the new born Savior in the flesh. It is written of 
Simeon that he was just and devout, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
Anna was a prophetess who had been a widow for eighty-four years. She 
served God day and night at the temple by fasting and praying. 

 Both of them rejoiced when they saw the baby Jesus who had been 
taken to the temple to fulfill the commandments of Scripture. They 
realized God’s plan was coming together. Simeon and Anna had spent 
their long lives seeking the will and direction of God. When Simeon saw 
the child with Mary and Joseph he took him in his arms and blessed God 
as He realized all of his years of service had been worth everything he put 
into it. The same could be said for Anna. Upon seeing the Christ child she 
too gave thanks to God and spoke of Him to all who were looking for 
redemption in Israel. 

 It’s not hard to imagine that through their many years of serving, 
fasting, and praying and their many years of listening to be led by the Holy 
Spirit that at some point along the way both Simeon and Anna may have 
become frustrated as they waited upon the Lord. We don’t know what 
happened to Simeon and Anna after that day at the temple. But for them 
everything seemed to make sense when they laid their eyes upon the new 
born King. 

 As we begin a new year let us not lose heart or take our eyes off of 
the calling we have to follow our Lord. As we serve and follow in this new 
year, we can be encouraged and take heart from Simeon and Anna that 
God is working out His plan for our lives and for His world. If we 
continue in faith and obedience the day is surely coming when we will 
understand and rejoice because of the faithfulness and goodness of our 
God. Happy New Year! 



Esther Ann and 
David Walton January 12 

Maegan and John Reid 
Weller January 24 

Sarah and Brandon  
Hatcher January 30 

Kay Argenbright January 2 
Jean Ann Clemmer January 4 
Michaela Crosby January 6 
Jessica Hall January 16 
Rex Frye January 20 
Steve Elmore January 20 
Barbara Masincup January 22 
David Walton January 28 
Julie Reid January 28 
Betsy Spencer January 28 
Melanie Argenbright January 31 

For SACRA during the month of January we will be 
collecting personal hygiene products such as 

deodorants, toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoos, etc. Donations 
may be brought to the church on Sunday mornings or left at the church on 
Wednesday and Friday mornings between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. SACRA is 
open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. so we are 
again making deliveries that are very much appreciated. 

The Session met on November 20, 2022. 

January 8, 2023 has been designated as Installation 
Sunday. Our newly elected Elders and Trustee for the Class 
of 2025 will be installed during our morning worship 
service. 

The next scheduled Session meeting is Sunday, January 15, 2023 at 12Noon. 

(1937-1938) The membership of 70 women and girls of 
Olivet was organized into four circles and a home circle. 

(1938-1939) Beginning in April, the various circles plan to 
supply flowers in turn for the church services. Circle 3 has 
been most faithful and deserves special mention! 



NEW MEMBERS 
Dickie Bell 
Anne Bell 

Miley Thomas 
Emily Harris 
Lilly Harris 
Ella Reid 

 

On Sunday, January 8, 2023 newly 
elected Elders and Trustee for the 
Class of 2025 will be installed. 

Circle 3, Pat Hunter, 
Chairperson, will meet on 
Monday, January 9, 2023 at the 
church at 12 Noon. 

Circle 4, will meet on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. with 
chairperson, Mary Helen Thorne. 

Circle 6, Sherry Herr, 
chairperson, will meet for their 
postponed Christmas Dinner at 
6:00 p.m. on January 18, 2023 at 
the home of Carolyn Via. 



We will celebrate the 
Sacrament of Communion 
on Sunday, January 8, 2023. 

There will be a benefit concert for the 
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank on Sunday, 
January 8, 2023 at Staunton Church of 
the Brethren at 7:00 p.m. 

The Meaning of Epiphany 
Epiphany, which comes from the Greek word 
epiphaneia, means “an appearance” or “a 
revealing.” Centuries ago, the church set aside 
January 6th, the 12th day after Christmas, to mark the 
revealing of Jesus as Christ to the wise men, who 
were Gentiles. Jesus’ first followers were Jewish, so 
the revelation of the divine Christ to the non-Jewish 
magi reminds us that Jesus came to earth to save the 
whole world. 

Symbols of Epiphany include light, a star, a crown (or three crowns) and a globe or 
stylized portrayal of the world. The color of Epiphany is green to symbolize life, growth, 
hope and eternity. 

On the church calendar, the Epiphany season lasts until Ash Wednesday, which is 
determined by the date of Easter. 

Wishes for the new year 
Faith that increaseth, walking in light; 
Hope that aboundeth, happy and bright. 
Love that is perfect, casting out fear; 
These shall insure thee a happy New Year. 

Peace in the Savior, rest at his feet, 
Smile on his countenance, radiant and sweet. 
Joy in his presence, Christ ever near! 
This will insure thee a happy New Year. 


