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 We all know that when we are searching for conversation topics we 
can always count on the weather. It’s often said the weather can’t be relied 
upon, but it is reliable as a conversation topic, almost always. When days are 
cold, we talk about it. When days are hot, we can have a chat about that. Fair 
weather days make us happy, and we love to celebrate them. This year we 
have experienced a mild winter. It has certainly been unusual, but most 
people I hear talking about it have been grateful (with the exception of school 
teachers). Of course at this point we could possibly have a late winter snow 
or a spring snow. It seems snows in late winter or even in spring aren’t quite 
as dreaded as in earlier months, because we know they will melt soon. I 
strongly believe we have to always look to the future with hope.  

 Obviously we aren’t to Easter yet, but it is quickly approaching. I have 
several favorite passages from the book of Isaiah, and one of them is the 
verse in the opening chapter, Isaiah 1:18, “Come now and let us reason 
together, though your sins be like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” 
We’ll certainly be celebrating that at Easter, and in these days leading up to 
it, we acknowledge our need for redemption. In this season of prayer and 
fasting we seek to draw closer to the one who through his sacrificial life, 
death, and resurrection has made it possible for us to be forgiven and made 
new. 
 We can’t seem to reliably predict if we’ll see any snow this season, but 
we gratefully acknowledge with blessed assurance that our Savior has done 
what was promised in Isaiah when it was said, “though your sins be like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” God bless you this Lenten season as 
we prepare to celebrate his triumph over the grave. 
 
   Grace and Peace, 
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